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Lakeshore Catholic Students Perform Grease for Trustees at Board Meeting

Fast Fact

In 1882, Catholic school Inspector 

Architect Policy Approved
During the April 22 Board 
Meeting, Trustees approved 
t h e  r e v i s e d  A r c h i t e c t  
Selection Policy (701.1). 

The Architect Selection 
Policy was reviewed by the 
Policy Committee as part of 
Niagara Catholic’s ongoing, 
cyclical review of Policies to 
ensure they continue to 
c o m p l y  w i t h  M i n i s t r y  
requirements and meet the 
Board’s changing needs.

The policy is available for 
review in the Policies section 
of niagaracatholic.ca.

James White travelled 5,000 kilometres
by carriage, rail and water 

Source: A Promise Fulfilled by Michael Power
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Trustees Approve Proposed Niagara Catholic  2014-2015 School Year Calendar
Trustees approved the proposed 2014-2015 
school year calendar during the April 22 
Board Meeting. 

The calendar will now be sent to the 
Ministry of Education for final approval. 

The Ministry of Education requires 194 
days in an academic year. There are 194 
possible school days between September 2, 
2014 and June 26, 2015.

Pending Ministry approval, October 10 
and November 14, 2014 and May 10, 2015 
will be elementary and secondary PA Days. 

January 16, June 12 and June 26, 2015 

will be elementary PA Days and January 30, 
June 25 and June 26, 2015 will be secondary 
PA Days. 

The Christmas break will extend from 
December 22, 2014-January 2, 2015 and the 
March Break will run from March 16-20, 
2015. 

Secondary exams will take place January 
23-29 and June 15-24, 2015. 

The Ministry-approved 2014-2015 
school year calendar will be posted at 
niagaracatholic.ca.

Lakeshore Catholic High School delivered the School Excellence Presentation to the Board during the 
April 22, 2014 Board Meeting. Their very dynamic presentation including an excerpt of the upcoming 
school musical, Grease, which will take place at the school May 8-11, 2014. To learn more about the great 
things happening at Lakeshore Catholic High School, please see page(s) 3-4 of Spotlight. 

to inspect Ontario Catholic schools.

Celebrating the Sainthoods of Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II
Sunday, April 27, 2014



Niagara Catholic Trustees 
have received the Transition 
Plans for the closure of 
Michael J. Brennan and St. 
Thomas More Catholic  
Elementary Schools, which 
will close in June 2014.

The Principals of St. Ann  
and St. James Catholic 
Elementary Schools began 
meeting with their future 
students in February, and 
students had their first visits 
to their new school at the end 
of that month. A second visit 
took place in March.

Letters to families were 
sent out in April and a family 
tour took place at St. Ann on 
April 9 and a tour of St. 
James is scheduled for April 
28.

More visits will be set 
throughout May and June, 
with family  barbecues  
arranged to help ease the 
transition. The Closing Mass 
and Celebration for Michael 
J. Brennan will take place on 
June 12.

The transition between 
St. Thomas More and Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Elementary Schools 
has also been in progress for 
several months. Students 
had a tour of their new 
school in January and have 
paid frequent visits to Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel 
throughout the winter.

S t u d e n t s  f r o m  S t .  
Thomas More and Our Lady 
of  Mount  Car mel  wi l l  
participate in a joint art 
project May 7, and the 
finished project will hang at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
beginning in September. The 
St. Thomas More Closing 
Celebration will take place 
the following evening, and 
Joint Faith Day Activity for 
staff and students will take 
place at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel on May 9.

The Year-End Closing 
Mass for St. Thomas More is 
scheduled for 1 p.m. June 20.

Transition Plans ApprovedCatholic Education Week Celebrations Set for May 4-9
Each year, Catholic schools across 

Ontario celebrate the distinctiveness of 
Catholic education through Catholic 
Education Week.

Niagara Catholic has held very visible 
public events during the past several 
years, bringing our students into 
shopping malls, museums, art galleries 
and libraries to showcase the very best in 
Catholic education.

Niagara Catholic will celebrate 
Catholic Education Week 2014 in several 
ways.

On Sunday, May 4, students will 
address the par ishioners in the 
community churches with a special 
Catholic Education Week message and an 
invitation to attend public events during 
the week. 

On Monday, May 5, our Catholic 
schools will participate in Music Monday 
and will join together in singing Is 
Somebody Singing? at 1 p.m.

That evening, Niagara Catholic will 
hold its annual Catch the Spirit Award 
celebration, which recognizes students 
who demonstrate Catholic leadership, 
C a t h o l i c  f a i t h  a n d  C a t h o l i c  
school/philosophy, family commitment, 
s c h o o l - c o m m u n i t y  r e l a t i o n s ,  
involvement in school affairs and 
activities, involvement in community 
activities, commitment to a difficult 
situation or task and a high degree of 
academic excellence.

This year’s Catch the Spirit Awards 
Celebration will take place at Lakeshore 
Catholic High School.

On May 6, Niagara Catholic secondary 
school students will participate in public 
performances at the Pen Centre in St. 
Catharines and Seaway Mall in Welland, 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Visitors to these 
venues can expect to find students 
singing, dancing and playing music, as 
well as engaging members of the public 
with their various gifts and talents.

On May 7, Specialist High Skills Major 
students will participate in a Board-wide 
tree planting project, in partnership with 
Country Basket.

Niagara Catholic’s annual Student 
Leadership Symposium will take place the 
following day. Student leaders from across 
Niagara Catholic will come together to 
elect the students who will serve as the 
Elementary and Secondary Student 
Senates for 2014-2015, as well as the 
2014-2015 Student Trustees.

Catholic Education Week will conclude 
on May 9 with Niagara Catholic’s Second 
A n n u a l  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  A l u m n i  
Celebration at the Catholic Education 
Centre. Seven very unique distinguished 
alumni will be recognized during this 
celebration for their commitment to 
social justice and human rights for women 
and Aboriginal people, the Catholic faith 
and Catholic education, health and 
charitable endeavours.

We encourage you to mark these dates 
and times on your calendar so that you can 
witness the wonderful things happening 
in elementary and secondary schools 
throughout Niagara Catholic during 
Catholic Education Week and all year.



The January 27, 2009  Board meeting saw the launch of a new initiative at Niagara Catholic.
The School Excellence Program is part of a series of new strategies within Niagara Catholic to increase the profile of our schools 

and celebrate the success of our students and staff.
Each month, one Niagara Catholic school will have the opportunity to appear before the Board to celebrate their successes, share their 

plans for continuous improvement and showcase one “extraordinary item or initiative that makes the school an indispensable choice for 
parents.”

School Excellence Program

Lakeshore Catholic High School 
on

School Excellence ProgramSchool Excellence ProgramSchool Excellence Program
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Lakeshore Catholic High School 

Lakeshore Catholic High School opened its doors in 1987 
out of a growing demand for a Catholic secondary school 
for students in Fort Erie, Port Colborne and Wainfleet. 
As each of these communities is located along the Lake 
Erie shoreline, the former Lockview High School, which 
had been purchased from the Lincoln County Roman 
Catholic Separate School Board, was re-dedicated as 
Lakeshore Catholic High School.

A few years later, students from Dunnville requested to 
attend Lakeshore Catholic. Approximately 975 students 
from these four communities attend Lakeshore Catholic 
High School today.

During the April 22, 2014, Board Meeting, Principal 
Glenn Gifford delivered the School Excellence Program, 
showcasing the best that Lakeshore Catholic has to offer 
and the steps staff take to continually foster 
improvement.

Mr. Gifford began his presentation by speaking about 
several alumni from Lakeshore Catholic who are success 
stories, including Juno Award winning DJ and musician 
Dan General; Chef Matty Matson, who is one of the 
Group of Seven Chefs in Toronto and has his own show 
on Vice TV; Niagara Catholic 2014 Distinguished Alumni 
recipient Lisa Monchalin, the only Aboriginal woman in 
Canada with a PhD in Criminology; Tony Dekker, a 
member of the band Great Lakes Swimmers and Ryan 
Maloney, Chief Political Editor of the Huffington Post.

He then turned his attention to the way staff 
continually strive to encourage students to do their best 
academically. He pointed to standardized test results 
which show Lakeshore Catholic students consistently 
perform well on the Grade 9 mathematics assessment. 

Mr. Gifford also spoke about the programs available to 
students to help prepare them for the next stage in life, 
particularly the Specialist High Skills Major Program and 
the Niagara Catholic Raise Me Up Program, through 
which students built a new home in Welland.

Lakeshore Catholic had eight Gold Medal winners in 
the recent Technological Skills Competition, who will 
represent the school and Niagara Catholic at the Skills

Top: Students in the Specialist High Skills Major Program 
helped build a home through Niagara Catholic’s Raise Me 
Up Initiative. 
Below: Lakeshore Catholic Girls’ Rugby Team is a regular 
presence at the OFSAA Championship. 
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Ontario competition at RIM Park in Waterloo, Ontario, 
May 5-7, 2014.

Mr. Gifford spoke enthusiastically about the many co-
curricular programs available to students that enhance 
their classroom learning in the Arts and Athletics. He 
spoke about the accolades art students have received for 
the Art Fusion celebration, the Jazz Band’s upcoming 
trip to Cleveland, Ohio to play the National Anthems at a 
Cleveland Indians-Boston Red Sox baseball game and the 
upcoming school musical, Grease. He also spoke about 
student musician Jessica Leslie, who will travel to 
Toronto April 30th to take part in a police-sponsored 
music event, Music Not Mischief. Niagara Catholic took 
the title last year, and Mr. Gifford said he hopes Jessica’s 
guitar licks will help make the Board two-time winners.

Mr. Gifford also shared the many Ontario 
championships Lakeshore Catholic Gators have won, 
including in football, hockey, gymnastics and rugby.

Stewardship is an important part of life at Lakeshore 
Catholic, and Mr. Gifford discussed the commitment 
students and staff have to the environment during Earth 
Week and throughout the year. The Up-Cycling 
Challenge and the many unique works of art made from 
recycled materials are among the ways students and staff 
strive to keep items out of landfills.

Lakeshore Catholic students have a strong connection 
with their fellow students living in the Caribbean nation 
of Dominica. The students in Dominica are among the 
beneficiaries of the funds raised through the Annual 
Pilgrimage, and they look forward to meeting the 
Lakeshore Catholic students and staff who travel to the 
island on Mission trips and as part of the Niagara 
Catholic International Co-operative Experience 
Program, through which students from Lakeshore 
Catholic and other Niagara Catholic secondary schools 
spend three months living, studying and working in 
Dominica every other year.

In summarizing life at Lakeshore Catholic, Mr. Gifford 
said students bring the school’s motto, Think Clearly, 
Feel Deeply and Act Wisely to live each and every day. 

Top: Lakeshore Catholic students in Dominica.
Below: Lakeshore Catholic’s very talented artists display their 
work during the annual Art Fusion showcase. 
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