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Christmas Around the School

Helping Others

The intermediate students are

showing that they are
demonstrating the Ontario
Catholic Graduate Expectation
of being “caring family
members” during the season of
Advent by donating food to five
families in the Niagara
Catholic community this
Christmas season.

Celebrating Jesus' birth
Our Kindergarten friends in Mr.
Moscato and Mrs.
Monterroso's class worked
hard and presented a Beautiful
Christmas Concert for
families!

Grade 1/2 Christmas
Songs

Mrs. Fisher's Grade 1/2 Class
shared their joy of Christmas
by singing carols to families.
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Thank you to Ms. Lukacs, Mrs.
Grossi, Mrs. Borg, and Mrs.
D'Achille
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Thank you, Mrs. Warriner and
Mrs. Frlan

Thank you, Mrs. Huot and Mrs.

Croce
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Thank you to our Families@

Our gently used winter clothing and boot drive was a tremendous
success. Our community was able to support four other catholic
elementary schools in our system who were in need.

Thank you very much for your support!

Holy Night Mingle Fun @ 4 &

A special thank you to Mrs. Ryzynski for taking the lead and organizing a great family night!

At Home Reading Supports for Grades 4 to 6




Our grades 4 and 5 classrooms have started a new reading program - HD Word - this school year
that focuses on Structured literacy with a focus on phonological and phonemic awareness. The
Grade 6 classes will begin using this resource in January 2024. This program is in alignment with
the recommendations from Science of Reading and supports the newly released Language
Curriculum. Really Great Reading has created supports for families to access at home to learn
more about structured literacy and how to support their child at home with reading in grades 4 to 6.
Please see how you can support your child by reading the letter below and visiting Really Great
Reading Home Connection. Please reach out to your child's teacher for more information.

Dear Parents,

Thank you in advance for all the hard work and dedication It takes to support vour child"s
learning. If your child has been participating in HD Word at school, and they are now learning at
home, below are descriptions of some simple, easy-to-use resources that we have compiled for
you. They can be found at www realygreatreading.com/homeconnection:

Watch a Video - Parent Crash Course

— Please watch the Parent Crash Course Video on our Home Connection page. It
will show you the best way 1o support vour child using the resources below. You
will learn how to listen fo the sounds [phonemes) in a word and then link the
sound to the symbaols (leftters). I1's a quick overview on how to segment words
using letter tiles and SyllaBoards,

How to Use the HD Word Reading Passages for Practice
: Flease use the HD Word Decodable Passages on the Home Connection page for

guided and independent reading practice. Your child can practice reading the
[ | | passages independently up to their current unit, or you can provide support fo
help your child read any/all passages. HD Word students can alkko use the Blast
' Decodable Passages, which correlate with our Blast program and are most

appropriate for 2nd-3rd graders who need practice with the content in HD Word

Units 1-10. The goal Is accurate reading of each word In these passages.

Use Letter Tile Free Play to Build and Spell Words

Until April 14, we are offering Letter Tile Free Play on Home Connection for FREE.
This digital letter tile interface gives students the ability to parficipate in distance
learning and/for to independently build and spell words.

Use Student Spelling Lists and Dictation Sentences for Practice

The HD Word Spelling List on Home Connection is a wonderful resource. Spelling is
another way that your child has been connecting letters and sounds. At school,
they use magnetic letter and color tiles fo practice connecting sounds and
letters. You can continue this practice at home using Letter Tile Free Play and the
templates you will find in the HD Word Spelling List packet. There are also
Dictation Sentences available for additional speling practice.

Student High-Frequency Word Practice

High-frequency words are a great practice item. Information on reading and
spelling these words can easily be found at www.heartwerdmagic.com. This site
Includes many quick videos for instruction and FDFs for practice. You can also use
Letter Tile Free Play to build these words.

Plaase support your feacher in this very uncertain time and contact your feacher
| directly if vau have any questions. They in furn will contact us if they are unable to
| answer you fully. This dvaids our phones from being overwhelmed and allows us

fo serve the greafest number of students.

Thank you for supporting your child's learning. From all the staff at Really Great Reading, we wish
you all health and strength as you continue to navigate this uncertain time.
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Expectations — A Vision of the Learner

Catholic Graduate Expectations: m

In January, St. Mark will focus on the theme of: “Reflective and
Creative Thinker”:

¢ | have thoughts and opinions that matter

¢ | make good choices

¢ | have hope for our future

¢ | solve problems with knowledge, understanding and prayer

¢ | know we are all equal and special
Our Grade 6 students will be presenting this theme to our Junior division at the end of the month!
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Ontario Catholic School
Graduation Expectations

Congratulations to our Effective
Communicators

Our Junior Division students who demonstrated
this Catholic Graduate Expectation throughout
the school during the month of December.

Grade 5s Presenting
Miss Reid and Mr. D'Orazio's class taught us
how to be an Effective Communicator

Ice Dogs Fun £

#- Thank you to Mrs. Dionne and Mrs. Fisher for organizing another
successful and fun night at the Ice Dogs Game! We had a fantastic
turnout to the game and St. Mark filled over 275 seats. We are so
proud of our choir for their amazing job singing O' Canada.

Way to go Mountain Lions!
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Winter Playground - Snow stays on the ground:

As we approach the cold winter days, please be advised that going
out for recess during the Winter Season will be a rule rather than
an exception. Please ensure that your child comes to school

properly dressed and ready to play outside in the winter months. In
extreme weather cases, children will remain indoors. With the
number of students at our school, it is imperative that we all emphasize the dangers of throwing
snow and use of body contact in any form. Please make sure your children are aware of the
possible dangers of throwing snow and body contact at school. No one wants anyone hurt and
sometimes innocent body contact turns into harmful play. Your support in this matter is greatly

appreciated. Let's have fun outside, and keep everyone safe!

Inclement Weather and School Closures

The Niagara Catholic District School Board will make every effort
to keep the schools open during periods of inclement weather. Only

in the most exceptional circumstances will schools be closed &/
partway through the day. In these rare cases, we will follow the =4 WERTHER OUTSIDE
IS4, .

procedure you have selected on the Emergency Form completed in
September. Should School bus transportation be cancelled, parents
are asked to use discretion in making the decision about whether
or not to send children to school. If you decide to keep your child at
home please use the Safe Arrival system to call in your child's
absence. Announcements concerning school closures or bus
cancellations will be made on all local radio stations beginning at
7:00 a.m. or you can check our website at www.niagaracatholic.ca.

A Message from Public Health

Did you receive a Vaccination Notice for your Child?

Niagara Region Public Health will be offering a vaccination clinic at
St. Mark Catholic in the school gymnasium. Parents/legal
guardians are welcome to bring their child to the clinic at their
school if they received an immunization reminder notice from
NRPH.

Parents should bring their child's immunization record (yellow card) on clinic day.

**** NOTE: Students can ONLY attend the clinic located at their own school ****

Parents/legal guardians of elementary school children_.must attend the vaccination clinic with their

ctiidant If a narant/ miiardian ic 1inahla tn attand with thair ~hild nlaaca ~all Dithlicr Haalth ot ONAC
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688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7425 for alternative arrangements.
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A Message from Blessed Trinity

We, the staff at Blessed Trinity hope that all of our Family of

Schools had a very enjoyable and restful Christmas break.

At Blessed Trinity, January marks the last 2 weeks of our Semester
i ; & MERD I

1 and final exams for our students. The focus for January will be WED0U ¥1e ?T ED

ul —

wrapping up the semester and preparing for those exams.

For the grade 8's at our Family of Schools, it will mean getting to actually choose the courses they
will taking next year in Grade 9 at Blessed Trinity. The process began back in December with an
information presentation to all grade 8 students on the compulsory and elective courses they will
be choosing from. On January 18th, that process will continue with our Grade 8 Open House at
Blessed Trinity starting at 7:00 pm. All grade 8 students and parents are welcome and encouraged
to attend and experience what BT Thunder is all about!

The last step in the process will have a representative from Blessed Trinity visit Grade 8
classrooms to help students actually choose and submit their courses through MyBlueprint from
January 22nd to February 9th.

The deadline for selecting courses, submitting registration form and payment of Grade 9
Registration Fee of $55 is FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH.

Please contact Blessed Trinity — Mr. John Cino — 905-945-6706 Ext. 2330 or Mrs. Rose Bianco Ext.
2312, if any Grade 8 parent has any questions.
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