
  

Principal’s Message  
 

HappyÊNewÊYearÊeveryoneÊandÊwelcomeÊtoÊourÊfirstÊnewsleƩerÊofÊtheÊ2024Êyear!ÊÊWeÊhopeÊthatÊyouÊ
hadÊaÊrevitalizingÊholiday,ÊandÊthatÊyouÊrejoicedÊwithÊtheÊbirthÊofÊJesus.ÊÊWithÊtheÊstartÊofÊtheÊ2024Ê
yearÊpresentsÊaÊchanceÊforÊnewÊbeginningsÊandÊtoÊmakeÊresoluƟonsÊtoÊbeÊbeƩerÊversionsÊofÊ 
ourselves.ÊÊ 
 
2024ÊisÊaÊfreshÊcanvasÊuponÊwhichÊweÊcanÊpaintÊtheÊstoryÊofÊourÊlives.ÊÊItÊisÊaÊƟmeÊwhenÊweÊreflectÊ
onÊtheÊpast,ÊlearnÊfromÊourÊexperiences,ÊandÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊtheÊfutureÊwithÊopƟmism.Ê 
 

BellÊLet’sÊTalkÊDayÊisÊJanuaryÊ24,Ê2024.ÊÊLet’sÊkick-offÊaÊyearÊofÊacƟonÊforÊmentalÊhealth! 
 
FamilyÊLiteracyÊandÊNumeracyÊDayÊofÊJanuaryÊ27ÊhelpsÊtoÊremindÊeveryoneÊtoÊconƟnueÊtoÊreadÊtoÊ
andÊwithÊyourÊchild(ren)ÊandÊengageÊinÊfunÊliteracyÊandÊnumeracyÊacƟviƟesÊtoÊstrengthenÊreadingÊ
andÊmathÊskills.ÊÊPleaseÊgoÊtoÊabclifeliteracy.caÊforÊsuggestedÊresourcesÊandÊacƟviƟes. 
 
IÊprayÊthatÊ2024ÊwillÊbeÊanÊamazingÊyearÊforÊallÊtheÊstaffÊandÊstudentsÊofÊtheÊSt.ÊJamesÊCommunity. 
Ê 
YoursÊinÊCatholicÊEducaƟon, 
Mr.ÊK.ÊLococo,ÊPrincipal 
 
AÊNewÊYear’sÊPrayer 
 
DearÊGod, 
 

AsÊweÊbeginÊthisÊnewÊyear,ÊweÊprayÊforÊanÊabundanceÊofÊloveÊandÊcompassionÊtoÊflowÊthroughÊourÊ
lives.ÊÊHelpÊusÊtoÊloveÊoneÊanotherÊdeeply,ÊtoÊunderstandÊtheÊstrugglesÊofÊthoseÊaroundÊus,ÊandÊtoÊ
offerÊkindnessÊwithoutÊreservaƟon.ÊÊ 
 

LetÊourÊheartsÊbeÊopenÊtoÊreceivingÊandÊgivingÊlove,ÊasÊitÊisÊthroughÊloveÊthatÊweÊfindÊtrueÊselfÊÊÊÊÊÊ
fulfillment.ÊÊWithÊgraƟtudeÊforÊYourÊBoundlessÊlove. 
 

Amen 

TheÊNiagaraÊCatholicÊDistrictÊSchoolÊBoard,ÊthroughÊtheÊcharismsÊofÊfaith,ÊsocialÊjusƟce,ÊsupportÊandÊ
leadership,ÊnurturesÊanÊenrichingÊCatholicÊlearningÊcommunityÊforÊallÊtoÊreachÊtheirÊfullÊpotenƟalÊandÊ

becomeÊlivingÊwitnessesÊofÊChrist. 

  

S K Y H A W K S  
Safe Arrival 

 
To report your child absent 
please use one of the three 
methods listed below: 
 
1. Use the SafeArrival website, 
  
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca 
 

The first time you use the 
website, select Sign Up to 
create your account using 
your email address. After 
logging in, select the Attend-
ance tab to Report an Ab-
sence.  

 
2. Using your mobile device, 

download and install the 
SchoolMessenger App (blue 
logo) from the Apple App 
Store or the Google Play 
Store  (or from the links at 

  
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca 
 

Use your new login infor-
mation to access your ac-
count.  Select Attendance to 
Report an Absence.  If you 
would like to receive attend-
ance notifications on your 
mobile device please enable 
Push Notifications in the Set-
tings area of the app.  The 
document Using the 
SchoolMessenger app will 
give instructions for using the 
App.  

 
3. The toll-free number  
 
    1-844-287-6287  

 
will allow you to report your 
child absent without creating 
an account. 

JANUARY 2024 

Construction Update 
The new Kindergarten Playground surface has been completed as well as some of the structures.  
Work will continue on the area intermittently over the next few weeks.  We thank you for the   
adjustments made in the drop-off and pick-up of our kindergarten students. 
 
Kindergarten Open House 
The Kindergarten Open House for NEW Students entering St. James for the 2024-2025 School 
Year will be held on Wednesday February 7, 2024 until 6:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Basket Raffle 
 

Congradulations to all the winners of our Christmas Raffle Prize winners. 
 



SPORTS UPDATE    
 

Junior Volleyball 
 

St. James hosted the junior volleyball tournament on November 
30th for the boys and December 1st for the girls.  Congradulations 
to both teams on a successful tournament.   
 
The Junior Boys Team was successful in placing first overall in the 
division beating St. Theresa in the finals. 
 
Intermediate Basketball 
 

Intermediate Basketball Tryouts will begin in January. 

Cold Weather 
 
Cold weather is on the way.  Please ensure that your child(ren) 
come to school prepared to participate in all activities, especial-
ly outdoor recess.  All children need hats, scarves, gloves, 
warm coats and boots, labeled with their names. 
 
On extremely cold days, we limit the amount of time that stu-
dents spend outdoors.  We obtain our weather information from 
the Environment Canadian Weather Information Line and   
follow Niagara Catholic District School Board guidelines. 

Kiss ‘N’ Ride 
 
We ask drivers to please “kiss and drive” straight through the 
outside lane of our school lot to avoid blocking the arriving and 
departing busses.   
 
If you are using the “Kiss ‘N’ Ride” drop off lane Do Not exit 
your vehicle.  This is strictly meant to pull up so that your child
(ren) can exit the vehicle and you can drive off thereby ensuring 
a continuous flow of traffic. 
 
If you need  to assist you child(ren) out of the car, please park 
your vehicle in a parking spot and walk them across the  
parking lot. 
 
When entering the parking lot, please Reduce speed.   
Remember to keep children close to you when walking in the 
parking lot.  It is very busy and we want to make sure  
everyone is safe.  
 
Last year we had a designated cross area painted in front of the 
school.  Staff monitor this designated crossing so please     uti-
lize this crossing rather than walking between parked and mov-
ing cars in the designated drop off lanes.   
 
Everyone's safety of utmost important.  Crossing moving  
traffic between cars poses a safety risk to all. 
 
If you have another family member picking up or dropping 
off please ensure they are aware of the School Procedure.  

  
Do No Get Out of Vehicle - Park 

School Cash Online 
 

ToÊloginÊtoÊSchoolCashÊOnlineÊtoÊmakeÊpaymentsÊorÊcompleteÊ
variousÊformsÊgoÊto: 

hƩps://ncdsb.schoolcashonline.com 

St. James School  
Spirit Wear 

 
https://www.bigbearspiritwear.com/ 
St-james-skyhawks 

January Food Days 
 

Thursday 11th — Pizza Day 
Thursday 18th — Mexican Lunch Day 
Thursday 25th — Chicken Finger Day 
 
Toonie Tuesday Starts January 9th 
 

Water Bottle 
 

Please remember to send your child with a refillable water     
bottle.  We do not have plastic cups in the school. 

Indoor/Outdoor Footwear 
 

Parents are reminded to send a pair of indoor shoes with their 
child to the school starting January 8th.  This will allow for 
cleanliness in our school and fore caretaking staff to focus on 
sanitization of surfaces.  We thank everyone for thrir cooper-
ation with this matter. 
 
School Fundraisers 
 

Throughout the month of December St. James hosted hot dog 
day, Henry of Pelham Wine Fundraiser and the Christmas 
Basket Draw.  On behalf of the St. James Staff we thank you 
for your contributions as the funds raised allowed us to    
support families of the St. James Community for the        
Holidays.  

Catholic School Council 
 
Our next Catholic School Council meeting will take place on 
Monday January 15, 2024. 
 
Kindergarten Open House 
 

The Kindergarten Open House will take place on Wednesday  
February 7, 2024 from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This is for      
students new to the school for 2024-2025. 

St. James Christmas Choirfest 
 
On Wednesday December 13th the St. James Choir travelled 
to the Pen Centre to perform at the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board Choirfest.   
 
Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. O’Shea would like to recognize Emma 
W., Giselle, Jasmin, Avery, Emmet, Hunter, Maite, Livia, Ella, 
Morgan, Taio, Knox, Emma M., Scarlet, Clyde, Hannah,   
Emilie, Lyrika, Ella, Celine, Daria, Madeline, Arya, Isla G., 
Bennett, Rory, Okwari, Matteo, Cecilia, Isla C, Anna, Jessica, 
Zoe, Zena, Alyssa, Emma B., Charlotte, Aurora, Karan and 
Levi!  
 
St. James staff and students thank Miss S., Mrs. O’Shea and 
Ms. Wilson for all your support to the choir and representing 
St. James at Choirfest.!  








