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Kathy Burtnik Re-Elected Chair of Niagara Catholic Board; Rhianon Burkholder Elected 2014 Vice-Chair
During Niagara Catholic's 
Annual Organizational 
Meeting, which took place 
at the Catholic Education 
C e n t r e  o n  T u e s d a y,  
December 3rd, Kathy 
Burtnik was re-elected as 
Chair of the Niagara 
Catholic Board. Rhianon 
Burkholder was elected 
Vice-Chair.

“I look forward with 
humble anticipation to 
f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  
Chairperson of this dynamic 
family of Faith,” said Mrs. 
Burtnik. “Niagara Catholic 
is not a place, it is not a single 
person. It is a community of 
people at various stages of 
th e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  fa i th  
journeys who need to be 
inspired by the birth, life, 
death and resurrection of 
Christ. Each of us is called to 
be a leader, as each of us has 

someone who is looking to us 
for an authentic Christ-like 
response to their life story.”

T h i s  i s  M r s .  
Burkholder's first term as 
Vice-Chair. She was first 
elected to the Board in 
2010.

“ T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
entrusting me with the 
position of Vice-Chair,” said 
Mrs. Burkholder. “I will 
make every effort to meet 
the expectations. I look 
forward to working closely 
with Mrs. Burtnik as our 
Chair of the Board and 
Director Crocco as part of 
E xecut ive  Counci l ,  a l l  
Trustees, Senior Staff, 
administrators and staff 
across the system this 
coming year. With our strong 
support we can ensure that 
students continue to receive 
the best Catholic education.

Director of Education 
J o h n  C r o c c o  
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  M r s .  
B u r t n i k  a n d  M r s .  
Burkholder following the 
election.

“Cong ratulations to  
Chair Burtnik and Vice-
Chair Burkholder on their 
election by the Board as 
Chair and Vice-Chair for 
2014,” said Mr. Crocco. 
“On behalf of the Niagara 
Catholic family, I would like 
to publicly thank both the 
Chair and Vice-Chair for 
their dedicated leadership 
and service to Catholic 
education. I would also like 
to thank outgoing Vice-
C h a i r  M a u r i c e  
Charbonneau for his many 
years of faithful dedication 
to Catholic education and 
look forward to continuing 
to work with him in 2014.”

2014 Board Chair Kathy Burtnik

2014 Vice-Chair Rhianon Burkholder

Trustees recommended 
six policies for approval 
during the December 3rd 
Meeting of the Committee 
of the Whole.

Employee Meals and 
Hospitality Policy (201.4), 
Employee Conferences,  
Workshops & Meetings 
Policy (201.15), Corporate 
Cards, Purchasing Cards 
and Petty Cash Policy 
(600.4) ,  A dmission of  
Elementary and Secondary 
Students Policy (301.1), 
Continuing Education Policy 
(400.1) 

Trustees Recommend Six Policies
and A cce s s  to  S ch o ol  
Premises Policy (302.6.3) 
will be considered at the 
December 17th Board 
Meeting.

St. Catharines Boundary Changes Proposed
During the December 3rd 
Meeting of the Committee 
of the Whole, Trustees 
r e c e i v e d  a  r e p o r t  
recommending changes to 
school boundaries in the 
n o r t h  e n d  o f  S t .  
Catharines.

The schools in the 
Attendance Area Review 
are Assumption, Canadian 
M a r t r y s ,  M i c h a e l  J.  
Brennan, Our Lady of 
Fatima, St. Alfred, St. Ann 
and St. James Catholic 
elementary schools.

T h e  s c h o o l s  w i t h  
p r o p o s e d  b o u n d a r y  
changes are Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic, St. Ann 
Catholic and St. James 
Catholic .

The St. Catharines Ad 
Hoc Attendance Area 
Review Report will be 
presented to the Board at 
the December 17th Board 
Meeting.



Niagara Cathol ic  schools  wi l l  
participate in the annual Choirfest 
celebrations, which take place in 
public venues throughout the 
community each Christmas.

Our schools will be singing at the 
Pen Centre, Fairview Mall, Seaway 
Mall, Niagara Square and at the Walker 
Family YMCA in St. Catharines from 
December 9th through 13th.

Schools will publicize the dates and 
locations  of their performances. We 
invite you to stop by one of the local 
malls or to enjoy the sounds of our 
elementary students while working 
out at the YMCA this Christmas 
season.

We also invite you to visit your 
school to see their Christmas 
performances this festive season. 
Christmas concerts are a tradition in 
our Catholic schools, and we hope you 
will take the time to see your children 
or grandchildren perform in one of our 
many Christmas concerts this year.

Intermediate Mathletes Compete at CEC 

The 3rd Annual Intermediate Mathletes Competition took place at the Catholic 
Education Centre on Tuesday, December 3rd. Grade 7 and 8 students from across the 
system participated in the event, which promotes proficiency in numeracy and allows 
some of our best budding mathematicians to test their skills.

Choirfest is Coming

Second Sunday

In Advent

In the past two months, 
the Niagara Catholic  
family of students, staff 
and parents raised more 
than a quarter of a million 
dollars for people in need 
around the world.

The Annual Pilgrimage 
raised $178,000 for a 
variety of social justice 
projects in South and 
Central America ,  the 
Caribbean and Africa, and 
o u r  R a n d o m  A c t  o f  
Kindness Day Oatmeal 
Day fundraiser raised 
$33,000 - enough to feed 

Niagara Catholic Raises More Than $250,000 For Brothers and Sisters in Need Around the World
3,000 school children in 
Malawi one hot meal a day 
for an entire year.

F o l l o w i n g  t h o s e  
fundraisers, our family 
once again answered the 
call to assist the millions of 
people in the Philippines 
affected by Typhoon 
Haiyan. The funds raised, 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  
Development and Peace, 
were matched by the 
federal government, for a 
c o m b i n e d  t o t a l  o f  
$51,126.94 for typhoon 
relief efforts.

In addition to this, our 
e le me nt a r y  s t ude nt s  
par t ic ipated in  Holy  
C h i l d h o o d  W a l k s  
throu g hout  Oc tob er,  
raising money for the Holy 
Childhood Association. 
Although the final amount 
ra is e d  i s  s t i l l  b e ing  
counted, this annual event 
traditionally raises close to 
$40,000 a year. 

Students and staff were 
also incredibly generous in 
supporting our food banks 
at Thanksgiving and are 
already in the process of 

collecting food, warm 
clothing and gifts for our 
local families in need this 
Christmas. Across the 
system, many Niagara 
Catholic staff have also 
contributed to the United 
Way’s fall campaign, to 
support local agencies 
assisting people in our 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  
Niagara.

Thank you to all who 
have made contributions 
to any or all of those 
campaigns throughout the 
fall. 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Happy New Year! 

2 3 4 

5 6 
Epiphany 

Classes Resume 

7 8 
SEAC Meeting 

9 
NCPIC Meeting 

Saint Paul Open House 

10 11 

12 13 14 
Lakeshore Catholic 

Open House 

15 
Niagara Catholic  
Baby Celebration 

16 
Denis Morris,  Notre Dame 

& Saint Francis  
Open Houses 

17 
Elementary PA Day 

18 

19 20 21 22 
Secondary  Exams Begin 

23 24 25 

26 
 

27 
Family Literacy Day 

28 
Secondary Exams End 

Policy Meeting 
Board Meeting 

29 
Secondary PA Day 

30 31  

Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 4  





Register today!

CULTIVATING YOUNG LEADERS
featuring keynote speaker Anil Patel of  

7:30 am - 10 am -- Marriott Gateway on the Falls, Niagara Falls

Cost: $40 per person or $480 per table of 12

To register, visit www.becniagara.ca

2014 ANNUAL PARTNERS BREAKFAST
Friday, February 7, 2014

REGISTRATION OPEN!

www.becniagara.ca
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