
 

The Niagara Catholic District School Board through the 
charisms of faith, social justice, support and leadership, 

nurtures an enriching Catholic learning community for all to 
reach their full potential and become living witnesses of Christ. 

 
 

AGENDA AND MATERIAL 
 

BOARD MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
7:00 P.M. 

 
FATHER KENNETH BURNS, C.S.C. BOARD ROOM 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO 

A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
1. Opening Prayers – Trustee Sicoli - 

2. Roll Call  - 

3. Approval of the Agenda - 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - 

5. Minutes of the Board Meeting of January 25, 2011 A5 

B. DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 
1. United Way Campaign 2010 B1 

2. Aaron Bailey: Loran Award Recipient Saint Michael Catholic Secondary School B2 

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
1. Niagara Regional Police Senior Resource Officer  Program C1 

2. St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (Grimsby) Award for Design Excellence C2 

3. School Excellence Program - Assumption Catholic Elementary School C3 

4. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of February 8, 2011 C4 
  and Consideration of Recommendations 

4.1 Elementary and Secondary School Year Calendars – 2011-2012 C4.1 

5. Approved Minutes of the S.E.A.C. Meeting of January 12, 2011 C5 

6. Financial Reports 
6.1 Monthly Banking Transactions for the Month of January 2011 C6.1 
6.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at January 31, 2011 C6.2 

7. St. Joseph and Our Lady of Fatima, Grimsby - Solar Photovoltaic Systems C7 
  Award of Construction Contract 



 
 
 

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 
1. Correspondence - 

1.1 Letter – Megan Grocholsky, Student Trustee D1.1 

2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended - 

3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action - 

4. Trustee Information - 
4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – February 8, 2011 D4.1 
4.2 Calendar of Events – March 2011 D4.2 
4.3 Blessing – St. Ann Catholic Adult & Continuing Education Centre, Niagara Falls - 

  March 22, 2011 
4.4 Trustee & Senior Staff Faith Formation Retreat – March 30, 2011 – Mount Carmel - 
4.5 Niagara Catholic Audit Committee - 
4.6 Ontario Catholic Student Leadership Conference 2011 – March 31 – April 2, 2011 D4.6 

5. Open Question Period - 
 (The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the 
Catholic school supporting public to ask about items on that night’s public 

E. NOTICES OF MOTION 

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 

G. REPORT ON IN CAMERA SESSION 

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
1. Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committees - 

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 

J. ADJOURNMENT 



A5

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF 
 JANUARY 25, 2011  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of Board 
Meeting of January 25, 2011, as presented. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2011 

 
  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, January 25, 
2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee MacNeil. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Chairperson Burtnik noted that all Trustees and Student Trustees were in attendance.  Trustee 
Fera was present electronically for a portion of the meeting. 
 
Technical difficulties prevented Trustee Fera from participating in the entire meeting. 
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Rhianon Burkholder    
Kathy Burtnik    
Maurice Charbonneau    
Frank Fera    
Fr. Paul MacNeil    
Ed Nieuwesteeg    
Ted O’Leary    
Dino Sicoli    

Student Trustees    

Shelby Levesque    
Patrick Fowler    
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The following staff were in attendance: 
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Frank 
Iannantuono, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & 
Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of 
Corporate Services & Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary/ 
Administrative Assistant, Corporate Services & Communications 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Moved by Trustee Sicoli 
Seconded by Trustee O’Leary 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Board 
Meeting of January 25, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meeting of December 21, 2010  
 
Moved by Trustee  
Seconded by Trustee  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board 
Meeting of December 21, 2010, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
B. DELEGATIONS 
 

1. Norah Morgan Memorial Award 
 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, welcomed Mark Lefebvre, School 
Effectiveness Framework Administrator, and Jayne Evans, FSL /ESL / Arts Consultant, who 
presented the report on the Norah Morgan Memorial Award.  Ms. Evans informed Trustees that 
the award which celebrates the contributions and achievements of elementary school teachers 
who have made a strong contribution to the arts in Niagara region schools is being presented to 
Crain-Anez for her expertise and love of the arts both in her classroom assignments as well as in 
her current role as Arts Coach.   

 
C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

1. School Excellence Program - St. Anthony Catholic Elementary School 
 

Director Crocco provided background information on the monthly School Excellence Program. 
Rob Ciarlo, Superintendent of Education introduced Anne Marie Crocco, Principal of St. 
Anthony Catholic Elementary School. 
 
Principal Crocco with the assistance of students and staff showcased St. Anthony Catholic 
Elementary School as part of the School Excellence Program. 
 
Chairperson Burtnik thanked Principal Crocco, Vice-Principal Bishop, the staff and students for 
their presentation and performance.   
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2. Specialist High Skills Major – Hospitality & Tourism 
 
Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, welcomed Marco Magazzeni, Consultant: 
Technology/Specialist High Skills Major, who presented the report on the Specialist High Skills 
Major – Hospitality & Tourism program which gives students real life experiences in all facets 
of the hospitality and tourism industry.      
 
Trustees were informed that Hospitality and Tourism programs are offered at all eight (8) 
Niagara Catholic secondary schools with one at the Quality Inn Parkway Suites in St. 
Catharines.  This partnership represents the only School Board in Ontario with a classroom in a 
hotel.   
 
Chairperson Burtnik commended staff and students on their many successes with the 
Hospitality & Tourism Program. 

 
3. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 18, 2011 
 and Consideration of Recommendations___________________________________                                       

 
Moved by Trustee O'Leary  
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 18, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 11, 2011. 

 
3.1 Approval of Policies 
 

3.2.1 Catholic School Councils Policy (800.1) 
 
  Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
  Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Catholic School 
Councils Policy (800.1), as presented. 

  CARRIED 
 
3.2.2 Complaint Resolution Policy (800.3) 

 
Trustee Sicoli raised a question regarding the section of the Complaint Resolution 
Policy that refers to a complaint filed against the Director of Education, and 
Executive Council being in a position to determine if the appeal will be heard by 
the Board.   

Chairperson Burtnik stated that as outlined in the Administrative Guidelines, in the 
event that there is a complaint against the Director, it is the Chair’s responsibility 
to appoint two (2) Superintendents of Education to investigate the complaint. An 
appeal of the decision by the Superintendents of Education is submitted to 
Executive Council to determine if the appeal will be heard by the Board.  

Trustees decided to refer the Complaints Resolution Policy back to the Policy 
Committee for further discussion. 
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Moved by Trustee Sicoli  
  Seconded by Trustee MacNeil 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board refer the Complaint 
Resolution Policy (800.3), to the Policy Committee. 

  CARRIED 
 

3.2 Addition and Alterations to St. Mark Catholic Elementary School  
  Awarding of Construction Contract_________________________ 

 
  Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
  Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the award of a 
construction contract to Aldor Builders Limited, for the addition and alterations to St. 
Mark Catholic Elementary School. 

  CARRIED 
 

Trustee Fera experienced technical difficulties at this time which prevented him from 
participating in the remainder of the meeting. 

  
4. Catholic Leadership: Principal and Vice-Principal Selection Policy (202.2) 

 
Chairperson Burtnik presented the Catholic Leadership: Principal and Vice-Principal Selection 
Policy for approval as recommended by the Policy Committee which met January 25, 2011. 

 
Moved by Trustee O'Leary  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Catholic Leadership: 
Principal and Vice-Principal Selection Policy (202.2), as presented. 

 CARRIED 
 

5. Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 1, 2010  
 

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau  
Seconded by Trustee Sicoli  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 1, 2010, as presented for 
information. 

CARRIED 
 
6. Mid-Year Progress Review of the Niagara Catholic Strategic Directions Priority Indicators  
 

Director Crocco presented the Mid-Year Progress Review of the Niagara Catholic Strategic 
Directions Priority Indicators.  He stated that the Niagara Catholic Strategic Directions Priority 
Indicators 2010-2011 are designed to provide the annual focus for the system towards achieving 
the outcomes of the Board approved Niagara Catholic Vision 2020 Strategic Plan. Within the 
two (2) Strategic Directions and the seven (7) Enabling Strategies are the approved priority 
indicators which provide the specific framework to measure the achievement of each direction 
and strategy.  
 
On behalf of Senior Staff, Director Crocco highlighted each section of the report and answered 
questions of Trustees.  The final report on 2010-2011 will be presented at the September 2011 
Board Meeting. 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Minutes of Board Meeting 
January 25, 2011 
Page 5 of 8 
 
 
 

 
7. Expansion of SCOEP Program 
 

Former Trustee and Vice-Chairperson of the Board John Dekker put forth the following Notice 
of Motion regarding the possible expansion of the SCOEP Program at the November 23, 2010 
Board Meeting. 
 
Trustees recommended an amendment to the motion to change the deadline from September 
2011 to September 2012. 

 
Moved by Trustee Sicoli  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve an amendment to the motion to 
change the deadline for investigating the possible expansion of the SCOEP Program, by 
utilizing the new Jericho House Facilities, from September 2011 to September 2012. 

CARRIED 
 
Moved by Trustee Sicoli  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board investigate the possible expansion of 
the SCOEP Program, by utilizing the new Jericho House Facilities, beginning September 
2012. 

CARRIED 
 

8. Financial Reports 
 

8.1 Monthly Banking Transactions 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the month of December 2011, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
 

8.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of Revenue 
and Expenditures as at December 31, 2010, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
 
D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Correspondence 
 
 Nil Report 
 
2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended 

 
 OCSTA Catholic School Governance – Keeping the Promise 
 

Trustees discussed the benefits of the OCSTA Catholic School Governance – Keeping the 
Promise Session. 
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3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 
 

 Nil Report 
 

4. Trustee Information 
 

4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic 
 

4.1.1 January 18, 2011 
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – January 18, 2011 
issue for Trustees’ information. 
 

4.1.2 Special Baby Day 2011 Edition 
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - Special Baby Day 
2011 Edition for Trustees’ information. 

 
4.2 Calendar of Events – February 2011 
 

Director Crocco presented the Calendar of Events – February 2011 for Trustees’ 
information. 
 

4.3 Bishop’s Gala – January 28, 2011 – Club Italia 
 

Director Crocco reminded Trustees of the 8th Annual Bishop’s Gala being held on January 
28, 2011 at Club Italia in Niagara Falls.  Trustees were informed that tickets could be 
purchased through Sherry Morena, Corporate Services & Communications Department. 
 
Trustees were informed that seating arrangements would be emailed to them a couple of 
days prior to the Gala and that photographs would be taken at 6:15 that evening in the 
foyer at Club Italia. 

 
4.4 BEC - 2011 Annual Partners Breakfast - February 11, 2011 - 7:30 - 10:00 a.m. 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the BEC - 2011 Annual Partners Breakfast – 
being held February 11, 2011 from 7:30 to 10:00 a.m.  A table has been reserved for 
Trustees and Catholic Education Centre staff. Trustees were asked to confirm their 
attendance with Linda Marconi by Friday, January 21, 2011. 

 
4.5 Trustee & Senior Staff Faith Formation Retreat – February 24, 2011 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the Trustee & Senior Staff Faith Formation 
Retreat being held February 24, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. with Bishop Gerard Bergie. 

 
4.6 Ontario Catholic Student Leadership Conference 2011 – March 31 – April 2, 2011 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the Ontario Catholic Student Leadership 
Conference 2011 being held in Niagara Falls from March 31 to April 2, 2011 
 

4.7 OCSTA/OCSBOA Finance Seminar 2011 – April 28, 2011 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the OCSTA/OCSBOA Finance Seminar 2011 
being held April 28, 2011. 
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5. Open Question Period 
 

 None Submitted 
 

E. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 

 
Chairperson Burtnik congratulated Rob Ciarlo, Superintendent of Education, on his upcoming 
retirement. 
 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session. 
CARRIED 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting 
at 9:44 p.m. and reconvened at 10:20 p.m. 

 
G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION 

 
Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motions from the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting of January 25, 2011. 

CARRIED 
 
SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee Sicoli   

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of December 21, 2010,  
as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 
Moved by Trustee Sicoli  
Seconded by Trustee O’Leary 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In 
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting - SECTION A: Student Trustees 
Present of January 18, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F2) 
 
SECTION B: STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED 
 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of December 21, 2010, 
as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F4) 
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Moved by Trustee Sicoli  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In 
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees 
Excluded of January 18, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F5) 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the recommendation as outlined in 
Item F8 of the In Camera Agenda.   

CARRIED (Item F8) 
 

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 
 
J. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Moved by Trustee Sicoli  
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the January 25, 2011 meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on January 25, 2011. 
 
 
Approved on the 22nd day of February 2011. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________________ 
Kathy Burtnik  John Crocco 
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 
  UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 



 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESENTATION  BACKGROUND 

 
 

Board  Meeting 
February 22, 2011 

 
UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN 2010 

 
Chairperson Burtnik and Director Crocco will be presenting the United Way of South Niagara with a 
cheque in the amount of $25,795.00 which is the total raised by Niagara Catholic District School Board 
employees during the 2010 campaign. 
 
Peter Papp, Executive Director, and Paul Leon, Campaign Chair from the United Way of South Niagara 
will be in attendance to accept the cheque. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 

Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 

Date: February 22, 2011 
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 AARON BAILEY: LORAN AWARD RECIPIENT 
 SAINT MICHAEL CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education  
 
Presented by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 

 



 
  
Aaron Bailey: Loran Award Recipient Saint Michael Catholic Secondary School  
Page 1 of 2   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESENTATION  BACKGROUND 

 
 

Board  Meeting 
February 22, 2011 

 
 

AARON BAILEY: LORAN AWARD RECIPIENT  
SAINT MICHAEL CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 
Aaron Bailey, a Grade 12 student at Saint Michael Catholic Secondary School, was one of thirty (30) 
Loran scholars chosen as a recipient for the prestigious Loran Award from over 4000 applicants that 
were received from across Canada. 
 
The Loran Award was founded in 1988 with The Canadian Merit Scholarship Foundation being the first 
national organization in Canada to grant scholarships based on a mix of academic achievement, extra 
curricular activity and leadership potential.  The Loran Award was chosen because “Loran” is used for 
long-range navigation and the Canadian Merit Scholarship Foundation emphasizes long-tern relationships 
with their Scholars and their long-term impact on their communities.  As a navigation system, Loran 
requires three points which correspond to the Foundation’s core values of-character, service and 
leadership.  
 
A Loran Award includes four years of funding for undergraduate studies and a comprehensive enrichment 
program from partnering universities.  Each Loran scholar is partnered with a mentor who challenges, 
advises and encourages the scholar. Each university assigns a staff member as a resource, and the scholars 
support each other through their own organization, the Loran Scholars' Association. 
 
During Aaron’s years at Saint Michael Catholic High School he has achieved academic success, 
participated in numerous extra-curricular activities and community outreach. 
 
His Academic Successes include: 

 Approximately 95% overall average 
 Honour Roll Award of Excellence Award 
 Outstanding Academic Achievement Award 
 Subject Awards for Highest Overall Average-French, Science, Geography, American History, 

Religion, English, Civics, Integrated Technologies 
 Saint Michael Catholic High School Participation Award 
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His Extra Curricular Activities during his four years at Saint Michael Catholic High School have 
included: 
 REACH Team  Swim Team 
 Debating Team  Multi-Cultural Food Festival 
 Book Club  Ontario Student Leadership Conference 
 Peer Tutoring  Battle of the Bands 
 Pilgrimage  Multi-cultural Day 
 Student Council President  Niagara Catholic Vision 2020 
 Ski Club  Free the Children’s Brick by Brick program 
 Brock University Mentorship program  

 
His community outreach accomplishment are: 

 Approximately 900 volunteer hours 
 Mayor Youth Advisory Committee 
 Out of the Cold 
 Family Literacy Day 
 Niagara Falls Youth Forum 
 Adopt-A-Street Program 
 Terry Fox Run 
 Winter Festival of Lights 
 Partnership with the Niagara Transit (25 cent bus ride biannually for students) 
 Youth page in the Niagara Falls Review 
 2010 Olympic Torch Relay 
 Rotary Club of Niagara Falls, Adventures in Citizenship program 
 City-wide Battle of the Bands 
 Green Week-Green Art Show in conjunction with Community Artists Niagara 
 Optimist Club International Youth Appreciation 
 Member of the Niagara Falls Me to We-promoting and fundraising for global issues and 

crises.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prepared by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 

Presented by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 

Date: February 22, 2011 
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Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 



 
 

 
 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD 
FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

 
NIAGARA REGIONAL POLICE  

SENIOR RESOURCE OFFICER  PROGRAM 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Following the successful implementation of the Niagara Regional Police Service School Resource Officer 
Program in Niagara Falls, Director of Education John Crocco and Superintendent of Education Frank 
Iannantuono met as part of a committee with Niagara Regional Police staff and colleagues from our 
coterminous Board to discuss the expansion of the School Resource Officer Program in St. Catharines.  
 
Niagara Regional Police Superintendent in charge of the Western Region Carl Scott along with School 
Resource Program Constable Cory Weadick will present to the Board an overview of the School 
Resource Officer Program and the goals for its expansion in #1 District of the Niagara Region.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The report on the Niagara Regional Police Service School  
Resource Officer Program, is presented for information. 

 
 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 
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 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (GRIMSBY)  
 AWARD FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE 

The report on the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (Grimsby)  
Award for Design Excellence, is presented for information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 



 
 

 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD 
FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

 
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

AWARD FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

On January 26, 2011, Venerino V.P. Panici Architects Inc. was presented with the 2010 Niagara 
Community Design Award for excellence in architectural design for the new St. Joseph Catholic 
Elementary School in Grimsby.  The design awards are run by the Region of Niagara, in partnership with 
the Niagara Economic Development Corporation and the Niagara Society of Architects, to honour local 
projects which contribute noteworthy design to our communities. The awards focus on projects that 
enhance the built environment, efficiently use land, and demonstrate creativity and vision. The panel of 
judges is comprised of Architects, Planners, and Municipal officials.   

The categories for entries are typically based upon project size or type. St. Joseph Catholic won under the 
broader category of 'Architecture' – a subjective category related to general architectural design 
excellence regardless of facility size or type. The architects are “quite pleased that a school, built with a 
budget proportionate to community facilities, can be recognized for good design among more prestigious 
projects with larger budgets”. 

Keith Vogl, Planning Director for the Town of Grimsby, spoke at the Awards Ceremony noting the 
attractiveness of the building and the Town’s support to see St. Joseph Catholic School preserved in its 
current location.  Members of the Judging Panel confirmed that the Board’s decision to retain a school on 
the existing ‘old downtown’ site was a contributing factor in the Award.  This decision not only observes 
Smart Growth principles, but better serves the communities surrounding this facility.  Acknowledging the 
additional cost associated with this decision, the Judging Panel lauded the Board’s willingness to listen to 
their constituency and act accordingly. 

From the Architect’s perspective, it is most gratifying that a ‘Community Design Award’ was won by a 
facility that freely contributes to the community it serves. 

 
The report on St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School 

Award for Design Excellence,  is presented for information. 
 

 

Prepared by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 Venerino V.P. Panici Architects Inc. 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, Grimsby 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD  
FEBRUARY 22, 2011 

 
SCHOOL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 

 ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
 

 

Contact Info: 
225 Parnell Rd. 
St. Catharines, ON 
L2M 1W3 
ph 905.935.5281 
fx 905.935.7026  
assumption@ncdsb.com 
 
Grades: 
JK-8 
 
Principal: 
Clare Ventresca 
 
Superintendent: 
Frank Iannantuono 
 
Catholic School 
Council Chair: 
Jennifer Girotti 
 
Parish: 
St. Alfred 

 
 
Assumption School originally opened in 1955, as a school building comprised 
of four classrooms, washrooms and a small administrative office. Since then 
the school has under gone three additions and now houses 14 classrooms, an 
excellent resource centre, a gym, a stage and new administrative and staff 
areas. The last addition, completed in September 2005, saw five new 
classrooms added, the four original classrooms renovated, a new computer lab 
area and a larger library. 
 
Total enrolment as of September 2010: 256 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education /Human Resources 
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education /Human Resources 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
Date:  February 22, 2011 
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 BOARD MEETING 
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TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
 WHOLE MEETING OF FEBRUARY 8, 2011 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of 
the Committee of the Whole Meeting of February 8, 2011, as presented. 

 

The following recommendation is being presented for the Board’s consideration from 
the Committee of the Whole Meeting of February 8, 2010. 
 
1.1 Elementary and Secondary School Year Calendars – 2011-2012 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Elementary and 
Secondary School Year Calendars 2011-2012, as presented. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2011 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 
held on Tuesday, February 8, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the 
Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Charbonneau. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS  
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

 Opening Prayers were led by Trustee O’Leary. 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

Vice-Chairperson Charbonneau noted that Trustee Nieuwesteeg asked to be excused from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting. 

 

Trustee 

Pr
es

en
t 

 
A

bs
en

t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

Rhianon Burkholder 
Kathy Burtnik 
Maurice Charbonneau 
Frank Fera 
Fr. Paul MacNeil 
Ed Nieuwesteeg 
Ted O’Leary 
Dino Sicoli 

Student Trustees 

Shelby Levesque 
Patrick Fowler 
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The following staff were in attendance: 
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, 
Frank Iannantuono, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of 
Business & Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; 
Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Mark Lefebvre, Administrator of 
School Effectiveness; Linda Marconi, Recording Secretary/Executive Assistant to the 
Director of Education. 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Trustee Sicoli 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of February 8, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 

5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 18, 2011 
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of January 18, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
 
B. PRESENTATIONS  
 
C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS  
 

1. Policy Committee 
 

1.1 Unapproved Minutes 
 Policy Committee Meeting –  January 25 , 2011 
 

Moved by Trustee O’Leary 
THAT the Committee of the Whole receive the unapproved Minutes of the Policy 
Committee Meeting of January 25, 2011, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

1.2 Policy Development Update 
 
 Director Crocco presented the Policy Development Update.   

 
2. Holy Childhood Association 2010-2011 
 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, welcomed Mary Lou Vescio, Vice-Principal, 
St. Alexander Catholic Elementary School, who presented the report on the Holy Childhood 
Association.  
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Ms. Vescio stated that the Holy Childhood Association is a Mission Club for Elementary 
School Children with the goal of the Holy Childhood Association to awaken missionary 
consciousness in children. 
  
Niagara Catholic District School Board elementary schools have supported the Holy Childhood 
Association for the last 26 years. This year, 40 elementary schools participated in the Holy 
Childhood Walkathons in an effort to raise money for various countries in Africa, South 
America and Asia and raised $20,000.  
 

3. Partnership Between Niagara Catholic and Salesio Catholic Elementary School South Korea 
 

John Crocco, Director of Education stated that Niagara Catholic has entered into a partnership 
agreement with Salesio Catholic Elementary School in South Korea through our Adult and 
Continuing Education Department. He introduced Santo Scala, Principal, Adult and Continuing 
Education, and Fred Wilson, Supervisor International Education who presented the report on the 
Partnership between Niagara Catholic and Salesio Catholic Elementary School, South Korea.
  
Director Crocco stated that Niagara Catholic continues to explore various international 
experiences for all students. Last year, students participated in the inaugural Niagara Catholic 
International Co-operative Education Program in Guatemala with students and staff 
participating in the same program in Dominica this coming fall, 2011. Discussions are currently 
taking place with various educational colleagues in South Korea to explore a variety of 
enriching educational experiences and opportunities for students and staff of Niagara Catholic.  

 
4. Collaborative Inquiry for Learning Mathematics Implementation Student Achievement K-12 

 
Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness, introduced Janice Barretto-Mendonca, 
Consultant: Junior Division.  Ms. Barretto-Mendonca presented the report on Collaborative 
Inquiry for Learning Mathematics (CIFLM). 
 
Ms. Barretto-Mendonca stated that CIFLM is a structure that establishes conditions through 
which students construct their own mathematical thinking. The Niagara Catholic District School 
Board has participated in this Ministry initiative for three years.  Three Niagara Catholic 
elementary schools, St. Denis Catholic, St. Gabriel Lalemant Catholic and St. Mary Catholic 
(W) schools partnered with a local school from the co-terminus board.  In the second year, 
Niagara Catholic continued independently, with seven additional schools participating in the 
inquiry project.  Finally, in term one of our third year, a hub structure has been implemented so 
that four (4) hubs have supported over 20 elementary schools in the CIFLM process. 

 
5. Elementary and Secondary School Year Calendars – 2011-2012  

 
Superintendent Iannantuono outlined the requirements and timelines regarding the preparation 
and submission of the 2011-2012 School Year Calendar to the Ministry for approval. The 
extensive consultation process provided the elementary and secondary draft calendars to all 
Elementary and Secondary Principals, Vice-Principals, Catholic School Council Chairs, Niagara 
Catholic Parent Involvement Committee, S.E.A.C., OECTA Elementary and Secondary 
Presidents, CUPE President, Student Achievement Departments and the Student Senate for 
feedback by January 21st, 2011.  
 
Moved by Trustee O’Leary 
 THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Elementary and Secondary School Year 

calendars for the 2011-2012 school year. 
CARRIED 
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6. Catholic Leadership: Principal and Vice-Principal Selection 2011 
 
Director Crocco stated that in compliance with the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Catholic Leadership: Principal and Vice-Principal Selection Policy (202.2), prior to the 
selection process of Principals and Vice-Principals, the Director of Education will review and 
seek input from the Board of Trustees on the selection process, skill set and profile of a Catholic 
Principal and Vice-Principal within the Niagara Catholic District School Board. He asked 
Superintendent Iannantuono to review the process. 
 
Director Crocco reviewed the skill set and profile that will be sought as stated within the Policy 
& Administrative Guidelines. 
 

7. Staff Development Department Professional Development Opportunities 
 
Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development, presented the report on the Staff 
Development Department Professional Development Opportunities for information. 
 
Mr. Syne stated that the Ministry of Education asked all Boards to submit the Leadership 
Development Strategy Plans for approval. 

 
8. Monthly Updates 
 

8.1 Capital Projects Progress Report  
 

James Woods, Controller of Plant, presented the Capital Projects Progress Report. 
 

8.2 Student Trustees’ Update 
 

Shelby Levesque and Patrick Fowler, Student Trustees, gave a brief verbal update on the 
activities of the Student Senate. 

 
8.3 Senior Staff Good News Update 
 
 Senior Staff highlights included: 
 

Superintendent Baldasaro 
• Congratulations to the following students for qualifying for the Regional Spelling 

Bee. The Regional Bee will be held Sunday, February 27th 2011 at Ryerson 
University in Toronto. 
- Forrest Demers - Alexander Kuska  
- Kirtan Kadia - Holy Name  
- Marnie McLean - Notre Dame Elementary 
- Haille Nickerson - Our Lady Of Fatima/Grimsby 
- Anastasia Groch - St. Alexander 
- Noah Hendriks - St. Anthony 
- Marais Walpole - St. George 
- Stephanie Jamevic – St. Mark 
 

Superintendent Forsyth-Sells 
• Aaron Bailey, Grade 12 student at Saint Michael Catholic High School is one of thirty 

Loran Scholars chosen as a recipient for the prestigious Loran Award.  The award was 
founded in 1988 with the Canadian Merit Scholarship Foundation and is based on 
academic, extra curricular activities and leadership. 
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Superintendent Iannantuono 
• St. Michael Catholic Elementary School will participate in a web discussion with 99 

other schools across Canada with Dr. David Suzuki on March 30th, 2011. 
 
Director Crocco 
• Twenty-three candidates became new Canadians at Denis Morris Catholic High 

School.  They represented 9 countries from around the world. 
 
D. INFORMATION  
 

1. Trustee Information 
 
1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – January 25, 2011 
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – January 25, 2011 issue for 
Trustees’ information. 
 

1.2 Calendar of Events – February 2011  
 

Director Crocco presented information on the Calendar of Events – February 2011.  
  

1.3 BEC – 2011 Annual Partners Breakfast – February 11, 2011 – 7:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
 

Director Crocco stated that Chairperson Burtnik, Trustees Burkholder, Charbonneau, Fera, 
Sicoli and MacNeil will be in attendance at the Annual Partners Breakfast. 

 
1.4 Trustee & Senior Staff Faith Formation Retreat – February 24, 2011 – Mount Carmel 

 
Director Crocco reminded trustees that the Trustee & Senior Staff Faith Formation Retreat 
will be held at Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre beginning at 4:30 p.m.  Trustees will be 
provided with an outline and questions to review at the February 22nd, 2011 Board 
Meeting.  

 
1.5 OCSTA AGM – April 28-30, 2011 

 
Director Crocco presented information on the OCSTA AGM and asked that trustees let 
Linda Marconi know if they will be attending the conference.  
 
Director Crocco gave a brief review of the upcoming Ontario Catholic Youth Leadership 
Conference hosted by Niagara Catholic from March 31 – April 2, 2011.  A copy of the 
program would be presented at the February 22, 2011 Board Meeting. 
 

E. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 
 
1.1 OCSTA Strategic Planning Retreat 2011 – Trustee Consultation 

 
On February 25-27, 2011, OCSTA will renew their current Mission Statement. Trustees 
are asked to submit their review by February 14th to Chair Burtnik, which will be forward 
to OCSTA.  Chair Burtnik will bring the Board’s specific responses. 
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F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA  
 

Moved by Trustee Burtnik 
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session. 

CARRIED 
 
The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 9:00 p.m.  
 

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION  
 

Moved by Trustee Mac Neil 
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of February 8, 2011 

CARRIED 
 
 SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on January 18, 
2011 as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 
SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on February 8, 
2011 as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F3) 
 
Moved by Trustee Fera 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the recommendation as outlined in 
Item F3.1 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item F3.1) 
 
Moved by Trustee Fera 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the recommendation as outlined in 
Item F3.2 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item F3.2) 
 

H. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Moved by Trustee O’Leary 
THAT the February 8, 2011 Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
This meeting was adjourned at  10:10 p.m.  
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Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on 
February 8, 2011. 
 
 
Approved on the 8th day of  March, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Maurice Charbonneau   John Crocco 
Vice-Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL YEAR 
  CALENDARS 2011-2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Elementary and 
Secondary School Year Calendars 2011-2012, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources  
 
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources  
 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  February 22, 2011 
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REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING  
FEBRUARY 8th, 2011 

 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY  

SCHOOL YEAR CALENDARS – 2011-2012 
 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Education Act, Regulation 304 - School Year Calendar, Professional Activity Days outlines the 
requirements and timelines for preparing and submission of school year calendars to the Ministry of 
Education for approval.  
 
For the 2011-2012 school year calendar, there are 196 possible school days between September 1st, 2011 
and June 30th, 2012.  Within this total, elementary and secondary schools must have a minimum of 194 
school days of which two (2) days must be designated as professional activity days to focus on provincial 
education priorities and up to four (4) extra days that may be designated by the Board as professional 
activity days.  Secondary schools may have a maximum of ten (10) instructional days as examination 
days.  The remaining school days shall be instructional days. 
 
Consultation Process 
The 2011-2012 School Year Calendar Committee met on November 11th, 2010 and on January 26th, 2011, 
to discuss and review the draft calendar and the consultation process.  
 
Members of the 2011-2012 School Year Calendar Committee are:   
 

Frank Iannantuono  Superintendent of Education and Committee Chair 
Yolanda Baldasaro  Superintendent of Education  
Heather Pyke   Niagara Catholic Parent Involvement Committee  
Marie Balanowski   Niagara Elementary Unit of OECTA - President 
Patricia Vernal    Niagara Elementary Unit of OECTA 
Scott McAvoy   Niagara Secondary Unit of OECTA - President 
Elizabeth Davey  Elementary Principal 
Joseph Zaroda   Secondary Principal 
Khayyam Syne   Administrator of Staff Development  
Mark Lefebvre   Administrator of School Effectiveness 
Marcel Jacques    Administrator of Student Support Services 
David Pihach   Administrator of Student Success 
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The extensive consultation process provided the elementary and secondary draft calendars to all 
Elementary and Secondary Principals, Vice-Principals, Catholic School Council Chairs, Niagara Catholic 
Parent Involvement Committee, S.E.A.C., OECTA Elementary and Secondary Presidents, CUPE 
President, Student Achievement Departments and the Student Senate for feedback by January 21st, 2011.  
 
Simultaneously, there has been on-going consultation with the co-terminous Board to achieve a similar 
school year calendar, where possible. 

                      
Summary of the Attached Calendars 
Attached to this Committee of the Whole Report are: 
• Proposed Elementary School Year Calendar for 2011-2012 
• Proposed Secondary School Year Calendars for 2011-2012 

 
Highlights of the Proposed School Year Calendars for 2011-2012 
 
Professional Activity Days 
In accordance with the Education Act, Regulation 304 - School Year Calendar, the following six (6) days 
have been identified as Professional Activity Days. 
 
Elementary Professional Activity Day   Secondary Professional Activity Days 
 
Thursday, September 1st, 2011    Thursday, September 1st, 2011  
Friday, October 7th, 2011    Friday, October 7th, 2011 
Friday, January 20th, 2012    Tuesday, January 31st, 2012 
Friday, May 18th, 2012     Friday, May 18th, 2012 
Friday, June 8th, 2012     Thursday, June 28th, 2012 
Friday, June 29th, 2012     Friday, June 29th, 2012 

          
Secondary Examination Days 
Semester 1 – Tuesday, January 24th, 2012 to Monday, January 30th, 2012 
Semester 2 – Thursday, June 21st, 2012 to Wednesday, June 27th, 2012 
 
Board and Civic Holidays:  
Labour Day  Monday, September 5th, 2011 
Thanksgiving Day Monday, October 10th, 2011 
Christmas Break Monday, December 26th, 2011 to Friday, January 6th, 2012 
March Break  Friday, March 9th to Friday, March 16th, 2012 (ten month employees only) 
Good Friday  Friday, April 6th, 2012   
Easter Monday  Monday, April 9th, 2012  
Victoria Day  Monday, May 21st, 2012 
Canada Day  Sunday, July 1st, 2012 

                    
To comply with the timelines outlined in Regulation 304 - School Year Calendar, school boards are 
required to submit Board approved regular school year calendars to the Ministry of Education by May 1st, 
2011 and Board approved modified school year calendars to the Ministry of Education by March 1st, 
2011.  
 
Based on feedback from the consultation process, discussions with the School Year Calendar Committee, 
Senior Administrative Council, Principals and Vice-Principals and our coterminous board, the modified 
2011-2012 Elementary and Secondary School Year Calendar is submitted for approval.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Elementary and Secondary School 
Year Calendars for the 2011-2012 school year. 

 
 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education  
    
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education 
    
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 8th, 2011 

 
 

 
 
 

       







C5

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING OF JANUARY 12, 2011  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Approved Minutes of the 
Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of January 12, 2011, as presented for 
information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2011 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee, held on Wednesday, January 12, 
2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Superintendent Baldasaro. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Superintendent Baldasaro. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Members 
 

Affiliations Pr
es

en
t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

A
bs

en
t 

Anna Racine  The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario   

Kim Rosati  VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children   

Connie Parry Association for Bright Children   

Heather Schneider Community Living-Welland/Pelham   

Sarina Labonte Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln  
Rob Lavorato Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara)   

Mike Gowan Autism Ontario  
Jim Wells John Howard Society of Niagara   

Dianne Radunsky Ontario Brain Injury Association  
Naomi Gutknecht Learning Disabilities Association – Niagara  
Bill Helmeczi Niagara Child and Youth Services  

Trustees   

Father Paul MacNeil  
Rhianon Burkholder   

 
 
The following staff were in attendance: 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education; Marcel Jacques, Administrator 
Special Education; Ted Farrell, Principal-Secondary; Pat Rocca, Principal-Elementary; 
Tina DiFrancesco, Recording Secretary 
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 Introductions 
 

Superintendent Baldasaro introduced and welcomed the following new members; Bill Helmeczi, 
new Primary NCYS representative, Father Paul MacNeil and Rhianon Burkholder, new Trustees on 
the Board and on the SEAC. 
 
3.    Election of Chairperson  

 
Moved by Kim Rosati 

THAT Anna Racine be nominated for the position of Chairperson of the Special Education 
Advisory Committee. 

 
Superintendent Baldasaro asked Anna Racine if she wished to stand for the position of 
Chairperson of the Special Education Advisory Committee. Anna Racine accepted the 
nomination. 

 
There were no further nominations forthcoming. 

 
Anna Racine was acclaimed as the Chairperson of the Special Education Advisory Committee. 

 
Superintendent Baldasaro turned over the Chairship of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee to Chairperson Racine. 
 
Election of Vice-Chairperson 
 
Moved by Connie Parry 

THAT Kim Rosati be nominated for the position of Vice-Chairperson of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee. 

 
Chair Racine asked Kim Rosati if she wished to stand for the position of Vice-Chairperson of 
the Special Education Advisory Committee. Kim Rosati accepted the nomination. 

 
There were no further nominations forthcoming. 

 
Kim Rosati was acclaimed as the Vice-Chairperson of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee. 

        
4. Approval of the Agenda 

 
Moved by Connie Parry 
Seconded by Mike Gowan 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Agenda of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of January 12, 2011 as amended to move section 
D6.1 first on the agenda. 

CARRIED 
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 Approval of the Agenda 
 
Moved by Kim Rosati 
Seconded by Jim Wells 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Agenda of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of January 12, 2011. 

CARRIED 
 
 

5. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 
 

6. Approval of Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 1, 
2010 
 
Moved by Rob Lavorato 
Seconded by Jim Wells 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Minutes of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 1, 2010, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
 

B. PRESENTATIONS 
 
   

C. VISIONING 
 

1.   Goals and Vision for 2010/2011 
 

 1.1 SEAC Logo  
 
  There was a discussion in regards to the SEAC Logo competition.  A draft memo was  
  presented and reviewed by the members.  Further discussion regarding the criteria and  
  prizes will be held at the February meeting. 
    
   
 1.2 Goal Planning 
 

Chair Racine reviewed the new goals for 2010/2011 and there was a discussion in regards 
to developing a mental health support plan to align with Niagara Catholic District School 
Board’s Vision 2020 and Enabling strategies. 
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D. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

DECEMBER 1, 2010 
 

1. Learner Advocacy  
 
         
2. Parent Outreach 
 
 
3. Program and Service Recommendations 

 
 

4. Special Education Budget 
 
 
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
 
 
6. Other Related Items 
  
 6.1 Notice of intent to bring a motion regarding compulsory Special Education 

programming for teachers 
 
  Chair Racine presented information on Special Education Part I, Special Education Part II 

and Special Education Specialist to the SEAC members. 
  There was a discussion in regards to bringing forth two recommendations to make it a 

mandatory requirement for all newly appointed Principals/Vice-Principals and teachers to 
take the Special Education Part I and Part II qualification courses.    

  Moved by Mike Gowan 
  Seconded by Connie Parry 
    That the Special Education Advisory Committee re-write the recommendations and  
   present them at the February meeting. 
  CARRIED  
 
7. Policy Review 
 
  

E. AGENCY REPORTS 
 
 1. VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 VOICE-Niagara Parent Group Meeting January 20, 2011. 
Topic: “Ask the Audiologist” with Lori Harper 

 Hearing Loss Research – Purpose of the study is to learn more about the effects of mild 
forms of hearing loss in the development of young children.  For additional information and 
contact please see attached. 

 There will be apparent information meeting at the VOICE Office in Toronto in February. A 
panel of parents & professionals will present an overview of the IEP process and how to 
advocate for your child.  For additional information and contact please see attached. 
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 New study provides strong evidence regarding the effectiveness of auditory verbal therapy 
(AVT) on children with a hearing loss. This 50 month study followed the language, literacy 
and emotional development of children with hearing loss who chose listening and spoken 
language. The results indicate that the children are well-adjusted and have language skills 
on par with their peers with typical hearing. 

 
 

2. Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Rob Lavorato  
 
 Nil Report 

 
              
 3. Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 

 
 Nil Report 

 
 

4. Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 Information in regards to Social and Emotional problems affecting gifted children was 
presented to the members.  This report is hereby attached and forms part of the minutes.  

 
 

5.    Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln – Sarina Labonte 
 

 The Ministry of Community and Social Services continues to move forward with its 
Transformation Agenda.  Further to this, Contact Hamilton has been approved and 
appointed to be the new “Application Entity” for all adult developmental services 
throughout the Hamilton, Niagara, Haldimand-Norfolk & Brant regions.  This Application 
Entity will come in to effective on July 1, 2011 and will replace the function of assessment 
and referral for adults’ function from the existing Contact agencies.   

 Additionally with the Social Inclusion Act, regulations are being rolled out that speak to a 
number of areas addressed in this legislation including many quality assurance measures 
and increased accountability by transfer payment agencies of the Ministry.  One of the new 
regulations requires developmental service provider agencies to immediately report all 
allegations and substantiated abuse of their adult clients immediately to the local police for 
investigation.  There is now a “duty to report” immediately without any internal 
investigation by agencies. 

 New Passport applicants were approved with the announcement of new funds in November 
2010.  30 young adults were approved for funding through this program.   

 
 

6.     Autism Ontario – Mike Gowan 
 

 Social skills classes are starting up for ten weeks as well as parent support groups running 
concurrent with children’s programs. 

 
 

7.    The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 On Wednesday, February 19th, 2011 there will be a speaker discussing preparing income tax 
returns and obtaining disability credits for families of special needs children. 
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8. John Howard Society of Niagara – Jim Wells 
 

 Working on the new location in Welland. 
 
 

9. Ontario Brain Injury Association – Dianne Radunsky 
 

 Nil Report 
 
 

10. Learning Disabilities Association (Niagara) – Naomi Gutknecht 
 

 Nil Report 
 

 
11. Niagara Child and Youth Services – Bill Helmeczi 

 
 Niagara Child and Youth Services have developed a new name for its agency and it will be 

revealed in the near future. 
 
 
F. STAFF REPORTS 

 
1. Patsy Rocca – Principal, Elementary 
 

 Kids Helping Kids week is coming up in February and we have many activities planned to 
celebrate this special event. 

 Our SNAP sessions are still under way and we have the winter session of SNAP planned for 
March. 

 Development of Term 2 IEP’s and all partners involved in this collaborative process will be 
meeting to discuss programming. 

 Family Literacy Day will be held on January 27th.  Students will have an opportunity to 
participate in cross curricular activities. 

 Public Speaking is taking place at this time, and all students are working diligently at 
preparing their special messages to the crowd. 

 
  

2. Ted Farrell – Principal, Secondary 
 
 St. Francis did an outstanding job on the Christmas Dance.  The entertainment provided by 

the school band and chorus was incredible.  Everyone had a great time. All of the schools 
performed fun and uplifting Christmas carols, accompanied by the school's band.  A pizza 
lunch followed by a dance was enjoyed by all!  

 Special Education class IPRCs will be held during exams. 
Blessed Trinity 

 As part of our month-long Advent celebration, our students donated their regular Friday 
lunch money to purchase gifts for a needy teenage girl in our community.  Students and 
staff had rice and vegetables rather than a cafeteria lunch.  Making a shopping list from the 
flyers was a fun activity and they followed up by shopping for the items. They really 
enjoyed these activities.  

 The Special Education Students are now the “Official Bulletin Stuffers” for St. Joseph’s 
Church. 
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 Each Wednesday, our class goes to mass at St. Joseph’s church.  As part of our Advent 
celebrations, we had breakfast together each Wednesday.  Students took turns remaining in 
the class rather than going to mass where they prepared French toast, fruit juice, coffee, set 
the desks and decorated.  Additionally, we made bookmarks and handed them to 
parishioners after mass.   

 While on our community trips we made extra special homemade gifts which are going 
home for Christmas presents.  We made chocolates, ornaments, table decorations and 
Christmas cards.   

 Two of our students competed in a swim meet in December.  
 Our students are doing such a great job at their co-op placements that they have been asked 

to stay on a while longer. Both Giant Tiger and Blockbuster said that they are really needed 
during the last week of December. 

 
Denis Morris 

 December was a very active month for the Special Education Class, participating in SNAP 
and the St. Francis Christmas gathering. As well the Special Education Class celebrated 
Christmas early.  The students planned and hosted a Christmas Meal with all the fixings on 
Wednesday, December 22.  The class prepared turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, mixed 
vegetables and pie for dessert. 

 
Holy Cross 

 The Holy Cross Special Education Department experienced the true meaning of Christmas.  
The department was active in leading the school in collecting both warm coats for 
Community Care and socks for St. Alfred's Out of the Cold program.  We were able to 
deliver 93 coats and countless pairs of socks to help keep others in need warm this winter.  
In addition, Holy Cross’s extraordinary Educational Assistants worked together to create 
chili for the annual staff chili cook-off in support of the school’s breakfast club.  Of the 
seven entries, the Special Education department’s chili received 56% of the votes.  

 Our first semester co-op placements will be coming to an end in January.  Many thanks go 
to Walmart, Sobeys, Valumart and Cosmo Prof for their continued support.  It has been 
wonderful seeing our students' independence and confidence increase over time. 

 Last but certainly not least, Holy Cross Special Education would like to express their 
gratitude to the Trojan family who generously donated some money to our department.  We 
used this money to purchase recreation and leisure materials in honour of their daughter, 
Tess who graduated last year and is currently at Niagara College in leisure studies.  The 
students are thoroughly enjoying a Wii console, various board games and books courtesy of 
the Trojans. 

 
Saint Michael 

 Our Special Education Class went to the Fr. Hennepin Christmas Bazaar to shop for their 
families. This is an annual tradition that our students look forward to. 

 We are starting preparations for our Special Education Valentines Dance and Luncheon. 
Exact date is yet to be determined. We will be inviting our sister schools when we come 
back from the Christmas Break. 

 Transitions for Grade 8 students with Special Education needs continue to take place. 
 

Lakeshore Catholic 
 The Special Education class had a Christmas Luncheon (December 21) whereby students 

and support staff as well as ERT's and Administration were invited.  Period 1 & 2 students 
helped prepare for the meal.  They also participated in a rotation of various crafts.  Period 3 
students enjoyed the meal following grace.  During period four the mother of one of the 
Educational Assistants came in to play instruments and sing various Christmas songs. 
During the last period the class watched a Christmas movie 
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 3. Marcel Jacques – Administrator Special Education 

 
 Transition meetings are being planned for students with special needs entering JK/ELKP in 

September 2011. 
 The John Howard Society is presenting Suicide Prevention Training on Friday, January 

14th, 2011 for Child and Youth Workers, Behaviour Resource Teachers and Chaplains. 
 An update on the issue of harnesses for Special Needs Riders on School Buses in Ontario 

was presented to the members for information. 
 
 

4. Yolanda Baldasaro – Superintendent of Education 
 

 The Bishop’s Gala will be held on Friday, January 28th, 2011 at Club Italia in Niagara Falls.  
Tickets are $75.00  

 Superintendent Baldasaro announced that Superintendent Ciarlo will be retiring at the end 
of January.   

 Open Houses will take place in the month of January for Secondary schools and on 
February 2nd all Elementary schools will hold an Open House for registering 
Kindergarten/ELKP students.  

 
 
G. TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Father Paul MacNeil – Trustee 
 

 Trustee Burtnik was re-elected as Chairperson on the Board and Trustee Charbonneau was 
elected as Vice-Chairperson. 

 Trustee MacNeil noted that he is happy to be a new Trustee on the SEAC. 
 
 

2. Rhianon Burkholder– Trustee 
 

 Trustee Burkholder announced that she is a new Trustee to the Board and gave a brief 
overview of her background, including her work with addiction services. 

 
 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Learner Advocacy  
 

  
2. Parent Outreach   
 
 
3. Program and Service Recommendations 
 
 
4. Special Education Budget 
 
 
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
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6. Other Related Items 
 
 6.1 Niagara Catholic Elementary & Secondary School Year Calendar 2011-2012 
 
  Information about the Niagara Catholic Elementary and Secondary School Year Calendar  

2011-2012 was included in the January agenda package for information and review.  
Superintendent Baldasaro suggested that members can respond individually or send any 
recommendations to Chair Racine who will respond on behalf of the SEAC.  The deadline 
is January 21, 2011. 
 
 

7. Policy Review 
 

 7.1  The Nutrition, Purchasing/Supply Chain Management and Research Projects Policies were  
  sent electronically for information and review.  Chair Racine suggested that  

comments can be forwarded to her and she will respond on behalf of the SEAC or 
members can respond individually.  The deadline is February 11, 2011. 

 
   
I. CORRESPONDENCE 

  
 

J. QUESTION PERIOD 
 
 
K. NOTICES OF MOTION 

   
 

L.  AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
 1. Connection Guidelines 
 
  Special Education staff will do a presentation at the February meeting. 
 
 

2. Supervise Alternative Learning Program (SAL) 
 
 Special Education staff will do a presentation at the March meeting. 
 
 
3. Mobile Intensive Treatment Team (MITT) 

 
A possible presentation will be held at the April meeting.  More information is forthcoming. 
 

 
M.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
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N.  NEXT MEETING:  

 
 Wednesday, February 2, 2011 at 7:00p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre 

 
    
O.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Connie Parry 
Seconded by Rob Lavorato 

THAT the January 12, 2011 meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:30p.m. 
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 BOARD MEETING 
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TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
 JANUARY 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the report on the Monthly 
Banking Transactions for the month of January 11, 2011, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  February 22, 2011 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 

MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 2011 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose the 
Monthly Banking Transactions for the month of January 2011 for the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board. (See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a monthly list of payments is available in the Holy Cross Community Room 
for the TRUSTEES to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Report on the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the month of January 2011, as presented. 

 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: February 22, 2011 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of Revenue 
and Expenditures as at January 31, 2011, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: February 22, 2011 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
AS AT JANUARY 31, 2011 

 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose the 
summarized Statement of Revenue and Expenditures by Department as at January 31, 2011.  
 
In order to facilitate the review of the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures, we are enclosing the 
Statement in two different formats as follows: 
 
Appendix A – A list of Expenditures by Function Grouping 
Appendix B – A list of Expenditures by Account Detail 
 
As required by the Policy, a copy of the Financial Statements is available in the Holy Cross Community 
Room for the TRUSTEES to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Report on the Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditures as at January 31, 2011, as presented. 
 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: February 22, 2011 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: ST. JOSEPH AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA, GRIMSBY  
  SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS 
  AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1.  THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the award of a 

construction contract to Carmanah Technologies Corp., for the supply and 
installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic systems at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic 
and St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School facilities. 

 
2.  THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget of  

$2,610,746, for the supply and installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic systems at 
Our Lady of Fatima Catholic and St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School facilities. 

 

 
Prepared be:  James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by:  James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  February 22, 2011 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD 

FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND OUR LADY OF 

FATIMA CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, GRIMSBY 
SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS 

AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Tenders were opened on Thursday February 17th, 2011 for the supply and installation of rooftop solar 
photovoltaic systems at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic and St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School 
facilities, as per the drawings and specifications prepared by Venerino V. P. Panici Architect Inc. 
Individual tenders were received for Our Lady of Fatima Catholic, St. Joseph Catholic, and a combined 
price for both facilities. 
 
The results of the tender were as follows: 

  OUR LADY 
OF FATIMA 

 
ST. JOSEPH 

 
COMBINED 

 CONTRACTOR BID PRICE BID PRICE BID PRICE 
1. Carmanah Technologies Corp. $926,178 $920,961 $1,795,921
2. Arise Technologies $950,833 $932,906 $1,836,646 
3. RESCo Energy Inc. $1,041,017 $985,343 $1,975,702
4. Ontario Electric Construction Co. $1,030,321 $960,312 $1,990,633

  
 
TOTAL PROJECT COST 
 
The Architects have analyzed the bids and have recommended the award of a construction contract for the 
two projects to Carmanah Technologies Corp. The total cost for the combined projects would be as 
follows: 

 
OUR LADY  
OF FATIMA ST. JOSEPH  TOTAL 

Construction Contract  902,516  893,405 1,795,921
Structural Upgrades  123,000  108,000 231,000 
Permits and Approvals  11,500 11,500 23,000
Other  317,357 132,649  450,006
Contingency  55,000 55,000  110,000
 $1,409,373 $1,200,554  $2,609,927 
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FUNDING 
 
Funding for the projects would be from the following sources: 
 
 OUR LADY   
 OF FATIMA ST. JOSEPH  TOTAL 
Renewable Energy Funding  949,373 949,373  1,898,746
Facilities Renewal  460,000  252,000  712,000 
 $1,409,373  $    1,201,373 $2,610,746 

 
 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION APPROVAL 
 
Funding for the projects was approved by the Ministry of Education on February 19th, 2010. The funding 
will flow as capital grants and the project costs that are funded under this approach will not need to be 
long-term financed by the Board. Fifty percent (50%) of the funding will be transferred following Board 
approval to award a contract. The remainder will be transferred after the final commissioning of the 
projects, which must occur prior to August 31st, 2011. 
 
Ministry funding approval is also contingent on collection of real-time energy information from the 
systems, and displaying the information in a way that is accessible to students for educational purposes. 
The Board is expected to use the information in its energy management plan. 
 
The Board is also required to report energy information about the projects to the Ministry, including 
energy generated / energy use offset and energy sold to the power grid. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1.  THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the award of a construction 
contract to Carmanah Technologies Corp., for the supply and installation of rooftop solar 
photovoltaic systems at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic and St. Joseph Catholic Elementary 
School facilities. 

 
2.  THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget of  $2,610,746, 

for the supply and installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic systems at Our Lady of Fatima 
Catholic and St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School facilities. 

 

Prepared by:  James Woods, Controller of Plant 
Presented by:  James Woods, Controller of Plant 
Recommended by:  John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date:  February 22nd, 2011 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 
TOPIC: LONG TERM FINANCING OF CAPITAL PROJECTS 
  COMPLETED BY AUGUST 31, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Borrowing By-Law 
#A1-2011 and the related documents with respect to the issue of Long Term Financing 
of the Prohibitive to Repair Projects Substantially completed by August 31,2010, as 
presented. 

 

 
Prepared be:  Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by:  Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  February 22, 2011 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD 

FEBRUARY 22, 2011 
 

REPORT ON THE LONG TERM FINANCING OF 
CAPITAL PROJECTS COMPLETED BY AUGUST 31, 2010 

 
In December 2010, the Niagara Catholic District School Board requested Long Term Financing 
amounting to a total of $17,120,872 for the following projects, which were substantially completed on 
August 31, 2010: 

1) $  3,250,203 for Good Places to Learn Projects 
2) $  2,874,361 for Primary Class Size Projects 
3) $10,996,308 for Prohibitive to Repair Projects 

 
 
The Ministry communicated to boards that the pupil accommodation reserves as of August 31, 2010, as 
determined in the Capital Wrap-Up, should be netted against the accounts receivable of supported debt 
from the Ministry (i.e. against any requests for long-term financing of this debt).  This is also reflected in 
the 2009-10 Financial Statements and 2010-11 Revised Estimates forms.   
 
As a result, the Ministry has adjusted the eligible amount for your board to be financed by the OFA in the 
March 2011 issue to $8,177,838, based on the following calculation: 
 
Financing Amount  Requested by Board:  
(as noted above ) 

       $17,120,872

Less:  Board’s Pupil Accommodation Reserves from Capital Wrap-Up 
As at  (Aug 31, 2010):   

$8,943,034 

Remaining Amount Eligible to be Financed by OFA in March 2011: 
 

$8,177,838

 
The Ministry made adjustments to the board’s financing request, by capital program, as follows: 
 

CAPITAL 
PROGRAM 

ORIGINAL 
FINANCING 
REQUEST 

MINISTRY 
ADJUSTMENT 

(Reserves) 

REVISED 
FINANCING 
REQUEST 

GPL Stage 4 $3,250,203 ($3,250,203) $0

Primary Class Size $2,874,361 ($2,874,361)
 

$0 
 

PTR Phase 2 $10,996,308 ($2,818,470) $8,177,838
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It is important to note that the Board will receive the appropriate annual capital grants, from the Ministry 
of Education, in order to cover all principal and interest payments associated with this long term financing 
debenture. 
 
The legal Firm of BOREN LADNER GERVAISLLP has now prepared the relevant documents.  These 
documents must be approved by the Board and they must be executed and submitted to the Ontario 
Financing Authority prior to March 11, 2011, as noted in the following Appendices: 
 
A --- By-Law # A1-2011 
B --- NCDSB Loan Agreement 
C --- NCDSB Loan Agreement – Schedule –A- 
D --- NCDSB Loan Agreement – Schedule –B- 
E --- NCDSB Loan Agreement – Schedule –C- 
F --- Certificate of the Director of Education 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Borrowing By-Law #A1-2011 and the 
related documents with respect to the issue of Long Term Financing  of the Prohibitive to Repair 
Projects Substantially completed by August 31, 2010, as presented. 

 
 
Prepared be:  Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by:  Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:   February 22, 2011 
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He is truly worthy and
deserving of this
scholarship and on
behalf of the entire
Niagara Catholic
family, I congratulate
Aaronandwishhimthe
verybest forwhat Iam
confident will be a
remarkablefuture. 

Niagara Catholic Student Aaron Bailey Receives Prestigious Loran Award 

Attheschoollevel,Aaronisinvolvedinstudentgovernment
and is a peer tutor. He has helped organize Saint Michael's
annual Pilgrimage, and organized and ran amulticultural food
festivalattheschool.Aaronisamemberof theDebateteam,ski
clubandswimteamandreceivedtheawardforhighestacademic
average in Grades 9, 10 and 11. Aaron has maintained a 95 per 
centaverageheadingintohisfinalsemesterofhighschool.

 Aaronisanincredibleexampleof Catholiceducationinaction, 
said Board Chair Kathy Burtnik.  Hehasastellar reputationfor
his commitment to academic excellence and to serving the
community and truly is a young man very deserving of this
wonderfulopportunity. Weareconfident that hisNiagaraCatholic
educationwillservehimwellwhenhebeginshisstudyof Scienceat
theUniversityofBritishColumbia. 

Director of Education John Crocco also had high praise for
Aaronandofferedhiscongratulations.

 Tremendousthingshappen everyday inour NiagaraCatholic
schools, said Mr. Crocco.  As educators and administrators, we
strivetoimparttheimportanceofacademicachievementtostudents
andalso to share our Catholic social teachingsof workandservice
and our call to become involved with our families and our
communities. We are so proud of Aaron, who exemplifies the very
bestofstudentsinNiagaraCatholicasaleadernotonlyathisschool
but intheCityof NiagaraFalls. IcommendAaronforhishardwork
atmaintainingsuchimpressiveacademicachievementwhilebeingso
activelyinvolvedinhisschoolandcivicorganizations.

Eight Niagara Catholic elementary school students, who
participatedintheBoard sinauguralspellingbeeinDecember,
have qualified for the Regional spelling bee in Toronto,
February27th.

Notre Dame Catholic Elementary School student Marnie
McLean, the winner of Niagara Catholic s What s The Buzz  
SpellingBee,hasqualifiedto takepart intheregionalqualifier
forthenationalCanspellcompetition,whichwill takeplacein
Ottawathis spring. Marnie will be joined by seven other top
Niagara Catholic spellers at the regional event at Ryerson
University: Forrest Demers (Alexander Kuska), Kirtan
Kadia (Holy Name), Haille Nickerson (Our Lady Of
Fatima/Grimsby), Anastasia Groch (St. Alexander), Noah
Hendriks (St. Anthony), Marais Walpole (St. George) and
StephanieJamevic(St.Mark).TheNiagaraCatholicstudents
will comprise approximately 10 per cent of the 75 students
whowilltakepartintheregionalspellingbee.

Eachparticipant will receiveaparticipationmedalandthe
TopSpellerwillreceivea$5,000RESPalongwithatrophy.The
winner will also advance to the national 7th Annual Canspell
Competitionlaterthisyear.

Thetopthree finishersinthenationalcompetitionwill be
eligible to participate in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington,D.C.,June1-2,2011.

Eight Niagara Catholic Students Qualify for Regional Bee

AaronBailey,aGrade12studentatSaintMichaelCatholicHigh
School in Niagara Falls, has been selected to receive a 2011
LoranAward.

The Loran Award is presented by the Canadian Merit
Scholarship Foundation (CMSF) to 30 graduating high school
studentsacrossCanadaeachyear. Recipientsareselectedbased
on academic achievement, extracurricular activity and
leadership potential. Saint Michael Principal Mario Ciccarelli
andStudentServicesProgramChairBillKislaskorecommended
Aaronfortheaward.

The Loran Award is valued at $75,000, which includes a
tuition waiver at one of 24 partner universities in Canada for
eachyearofafour-yearundergraduatedegree,an$8,000annual
living allowance and $7,500 for scholar-initiated summer
experiences to broaden and enrich academic studies. Loran
Award winners are also provided with mentors to help guide
themthroughouttheireducation.

Aaron's lengthy resume began with a first-place win in the
Royal Canadian Legion's Remembrance Day essay contest in
2002. In 2007, Aaron was Our Ladyof Mount Carmel Catholic
ElementarySchool sCatchtheSpiritAwardrecipient.Inhisfour
years at Saint Michael, Aaron has recorded more than 900
volunteer hours.from a variety of activities, including the
Winter Festival of Lights, Terry Fox Run, Family Literacy Day,
andNiagaraFallsCanadaDaycelebrations.

AaronassistsattheOutof theColdhomelessshelterandhis
civic involvement also includes being an active member of the
Mayor's Youth Advisory Committee, through which he has co-
hostedanumberofyouth-focusedactivities.

Happening in February
February 15Intermediate Artists Gala
February 21Family Day! CEC and Schools Closed
February 25Student Conference on Equity and Diversity
February 28Speak Out! Show case
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