
AGENDA AND MATERIAL

BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2008
7:00 P.M.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO

A. ROUTINE MATTERS Reference

1. Opening Prayer - Trustee Burtnik -

2. Roll Call -

3. Approval of the Agenda -

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest -

5. Minutes of the Board Meeting of September 23, 2008 A5

B. DELEGATIONS

1. St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Choir -

2. OFSAA Medalists -
2.1 Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School
2.2 Notre Dame College School

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of October 14, 2008 C1
and Consideration of Recommendations
1.1 Pupil Accommodation Review Update C1.1

2. Minutes of the S.E.A.C. Meeting of September 3, 2008 C2

3. Financial Reports
3.1 Monthly Banking Transactions for the Month of September 2008 C3.1
3.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at September 30, 2008 C3.2

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. General Correspondence -

2. Correspondence -

3. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended -

4. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action -

5. Trustee Information
5.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - October 15, 2008 D5.1
5.2 Dedication of CEC Meeting Rooms -
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6. Open Question Period -
(The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the Catholic school supporting
public to ask, in writing, about items on that night’s public agenda or any previous agendas, and
the Board to answer and react.)

E. NOTICES OF MOTION

1. Notice of Motion - Implications of a Phased-in Ban on the Use of Bottled Water E1

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

G. REPORT ON THE IN CAMERA SESSION

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

J. ADJOURNMENT



A5

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board
Meeting of September 23, 2008, as presented.



MINUTES OF THE
BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2008
                                           

Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, September 23,
2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Nieuwesteeg.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Burtnik.

2. Roll Call

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro

Kathy Burtnik

Maurice Charbonneau

Gary Crole

John Dekker

Frank Fera

Ed Nieuwesteeg

Tony Scalzi

Student Trustees

Ashley McGuire

Christina Volpini

The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Christine Graham,
Program Officer - Curriculum; Marcel Jacques, Program Officer - Student Support Services;
James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services and
Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary
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3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Board Meeting of
September 23, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

A Disclosure of Interest was declared by Trustee Burtnik with Item C1.1.2 of the Public Agenda.
This item showed cheques issued to this trustee’s family business.  She refrained from voting on
this item.

A Disclosure of Interest was declared by Trustees Dekker and Fera with Item G8.2 of the In Camera
Agenda.  These trustees have family members who are employees of the Board.

Upon reconsideration Trustee Fera withdrew his Conflict of Interest.  Trustee Dekker left the
meeting during discussion of this item.

5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meetings

5.1 June 17, 2008

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Burtnik

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting
of June 17, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

5.2 June 19, 2008

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Burtnik

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Special Board
Meeting of June 19, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

B. PRESENTATIONS

1. Academic & Athletic Medalists

1.1 Lakeshore Catholic Secondary School

Rob Ciarlo, Superintendent of Education, introduced Jim Whittard, Vice-Principal of
Lakeshore Catholic High School, who presented video highlights of the Junior Boys’ 4+
Rowing Crew that captured the CSSRA 2008 Bronze Medal, and  Josh Forester, SOSSA
champion for Midget Boys 100 meter dash, 100 meter hurdles and long jump, South
Regionals Midget Boys 100 meter hurdles and OFSSA Bronze Midget Boys 100 meter hurdles.
Mr.  Whittard introduced these students as well a their coaches and congratulated on their
many accomplishments.

1.2 Saint Michael Catholic High School

Mario Ciccarelli, Principal of Saint Michael Catholic High School, introduced the schools soccer
coaches Pat Ricci, Seca, Sandro Seca, and Domenic Scozzafava.
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Mr.  Ricci presented video highlights of the schools OFSSA Championship Team.  He introduced
and congratulated the team members on their many successes.

2. Presentation to Philip & Sheri Martens - St. Alexander Catholic Elementary School

Yolando Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, spoke briefly on the 50th Anniversary of St.
Alexander Catholic Elementary School and gave information on the enhancements to the
entranceway and walkway which now contains a cross-shaped cement inlay with a time capsule
inside to be opened Sept. 7, 2058.  She informed that Board that these improvements  were made
possible in great part due to the physical and financial resources and time of Philip and Sheri
Martens.

Mrs.  Ricci, Principal of St.  Alexander Catholic Elementary School, made a video presentation
highlighting the enrichments of the school entrance.  She acknowledged the continuous support of
the parents and school community as well as the school board to enhance the beauty and
functionality of the school.

The Board presented Mr. & Mrs.  Martens with a plaque in appreciation for their generosity and
dedication to the staff and students of St. Alexander Catholic Elementary School.

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 9, 2008
and Consideration of Recommendations                                                                    

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 9, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the
Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 9, 2008.

1.1 Financial Reports

1.1.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly
Banking Transactions for the months of June, July and August, 2008, as
presented for information.

CARRIED

1.1.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of
Revenue and Expenditures as at August 31, 2008, as presented for
information.

CARRIED
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2. Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of June 4, 2008

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special Education
Advisory Committee Meeting of June 4, 2008, as presented for information.

CARRIED

3. Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) 
Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
Primary and Junior Divisions and Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics, 2007-2008

Superintendent Baldasaro introduced the EQAO Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics
Primary and Junior Divisions and Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics, 2007-2008 report and
accentuated the  accomplishments of the students within the Niagara Catholic District School Board
as compared to the provincial averages.  Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects,
presented highlights of the EQAO results.

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. General Correspondence

Nil Report

2. Correspondence

2.1 Carousel Players - Thank You to Niagara Catholic District School Board

3. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended

Nil Report

4. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action

Nil Report

5. Trustee Information

Nil Report

6. Open Question Period

None submitted

E. NOTICES OF MOTION

1. Notice of Motion - Implications of a Phased-In Ban on the Use of Bottled Water

Trustee Fera put forth the following notice of motion for consideration at the October 28, 2008
Board Meeting.

WHEREBY the use of bottled water is becoming a public issue and whereas a number
of municipalities are studying banning bottled water,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Niagara Catholic District School Board direct staff to report the
implications of a phased-in ban on the use of bottled water in all schools in the
jurisdiction of the Niagara Catholic District School Board.
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F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Burtnik

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session.
CARRIED

The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting
at 8:00 p.m. and reconvened at 9:20 p.m.

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motions from the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting of September 23, 3008.

CARRIED
SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of June 17, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F1)

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present
of September 9, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F2)

SECTION B: STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of June 17, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F5.1)

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Special In Camera
Board Meeting July 2, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F5.2)

Moved by Belcastro
Seconded by Charbonneau

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded
of September 9, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F6)



Niagara Catholic District School Board
Minutes of the Board Meeting
September 23, 2008
Page 6 of 7                                        

The following motion was reported from the In Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole
Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded:

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Burtnik

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the sale of property as outlined
in Item F6.1 of the In Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - Section
B: Student Trustees Excluded of September 23, 2008.

CARRIED (Item F6.1)

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Staffing Report, as presented for
information.

CARRIED (Item F7)

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board support the Board negotiating team to proceed
as outlined in the motion under Item 8.2 of the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded.

CARRIED (Item F8.2)

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board deny the request outlined in Item 8.3 of the In
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded.

CARRIED (Item F8.3)

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

J. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the September 23, 2008 meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be
adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on September 23, 2008.

Approved on the 28th day of October 2008.

_________________________________
Ed Nieuwesteeg
Chairperson of the Board

__________________________________
John Crocco
Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
OF OCTOBER 14, 2008 

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes
of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of October 14, 2008, as presented.

The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration
from the Committee of the Whole Meeting of October 14, 2008.

1.1 Pupil Accommodation Review Update

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic
Pupil Accommodation Review Schedule for 2008-2009, as presented.

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic
Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input, as presented.

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that the Pupil
Accommodation Review Process for the 2008-2009 school year, in accordance
with Board By-Law Section 17 – Rules of Order – Subsections 1 and 2; Board
By-Law Section 13 – Delegations, be modified as outlined in the Niagara
Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input. 



MINUTES OF THE
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2008
                                           

Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held
on Tuesday, October 14, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice
Road, Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Dekker.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Belcastro.

2. Roll Call

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro

Kathy Burtnik

Maurice Charbonneau

Gary Crole

John Dekker

Frank Fera

Ed Nieuwesteeg

Tony Scalzi

Student Trustees

Ashley McGuire

Christina Volpini

The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Rob Ciarlo, Yolanda Baldasaro, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Christine Graham,
Program Officer - Curriculum; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager
of Board Services and Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary
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Director of Education John Crocco welcomed Student Trustee Ashley McGuire, and announced that
Ashley is also the Vice-President of the Lakeshore Catholic High School Student Council and the Co-
Chairperson of the Niagara Catholic District School Board Student Senate.

3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
of October 14, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

A Disclosure of Interest was declared by Trustee Belcastro with Item F4 of the In Camera Agenda.
This trustee has family members who are teachers, or employees of the Board.  He left the meeting
during discussion of this item.

A Disclosure of Interest was declared by Trustee Fera with Items F4 and F5 of the In Camera
Agenda.  This trustee has family members who are employees of the Board.  He left the meeting
during discussion of this item.

5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 9, 2008

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole
Meeting of September 9, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

B. PRESENTATIONS

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. International Student Exchange

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education, introduced the International Student Exchange
2008-2009 report, and asked Jayne Evans, FSL/ESL/Music Consultant to present this year’s
students from Switzerland, Spain and France, as well as their Niagara Catholic hosts.  The
exchange students are attending Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School, Lakeshore Catholic
High School and Saint Michael Catholic High School.

2. Specialty High Skills Major Programs

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the report on the Speciality High Skills Major Programs,
(SHSM), and introduced Christopher Bemke, a graduate of Denis Morris Catholic High School.
Christopher is the first student in Ontario to complete the five components of the SHSM -
Horticulture and Landscaping.  

Mr. Iannantuono also presented a letter commending Niagara Catholic from Nancy Leman,
Education Officer, Student Success/Learning to 18 Strategic Policy Branch of the with the Ministry
of Education.  Ms. Leman praised Niagara Catholic for providing its students with “innovative,
engaging and relevant opportunities that the Ministry is encouraging through the Student Success
strategy broadly and via the SHSM program more specifically”.

Pat Mete, Secondary Program Consultant, elaborated on the programs in the fields of
Construction, Transportation Technology, Hospitably and Tourism and Landscape and Horticulture.
Niagara Catholic has partnered with local businesses and agencies that in turn offer students the
opportunity to gain practical experience in their chosen career fields.
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Trustees asked questions of staff and complimented them on the SHSM program and for being
educational leaders in the province. 

3. Celebrating Niagara Catholic ECOSchools

James Woods, Controller of Plant, and Mr. Iannantuono introduced the report on Celebrating
Niagara Catholic ECOschools.  Mike Sheahan, Physical and Health Education Consultant, expanded
on the program and stated that Niagara Catholic is the first board in Ontario to implement the
EcoSchools program system-wide and has achieved the highest percentage of certified schools of
any school board in Ontario.

On Friday September 26, 2008 five students along with a staff member from every Niagara
Catholic school, Trustees and Senior Staff attended a day of celebration, awards, and sharing of
eco-practices. 

4. Managing Information for Student Achievement (MISA) 
Ontario School Information System (OnSIS): Status Report

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, introduced Robert DiPersio, Administrator of
Special Projects, who presented the Managing Information for Student Achievement (MISA) Ontario
School Information System (OnSIS): Status Report.  Mr. Di Persio stated that MISA seeks to build
Capacity at both the Provincial and School/Board levels through data management.  He provided
an overview of the OnSIS expectations and the compliance of the Board within the process.

Trustees asked questions for clarification.

5. Parent Involvement and Engagement: 2008-2009

Superintendent Baldasaro presented the report on Parent Involvement and Engagement: 2008-
2009.  She summarized the initiatives for the current school year and presented information on
the government grants available. She stressed that the Ministry of Education continues to support
a Provincial Parent Board, the Parent Involvement Committee at the Board level and a Parent
Engagement Office as critical vehicles to implement Ontario’s Parent Involvement Policy.

6. Compassionate Care Resource and Response Guide

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, introduced the updated Compassionate Care
Resource and Response Guide for use in the elementary and secondary schools of the Niagara
Catholic District School Board, as a resource for Principals and their staffs, in the event
bereavement occurs in their school community.

Clare Ventresca, Principal of Assumption Catholic Elementary School, elaborated on the Guide and
presented a sample of particular sections of the revised document such as the actions to be taken
at the school level when a tragic event occurs, the most compassionate and efficient way to help
the students and the community, as well as a list of resources.

7. Pupil Accommodation Review Update

John Crocco, Director of Education, introduced the Pupil Accommodation Review Update Report
and presented background information.  He  informed Trustees that the Board is now entering the
2nd phase of the review process and that staff is presenting three recommendations for Board
consideration at this meeting.

Mr. Iannantuono and Mr. Woods presented further information on the update which included the
Board motions regarding the development of Accommodation Review Committees (ARC) for
Niagara Falls Elementary Schools, St. Catharines Elementary Schools and St. Catharines Secondary
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Schools.  These Committees and the process being followed are in compliance with the Ministry
of Education Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines and the Niagara Catholic District School
Board Guidelines.

The Director presented the draft schedule of dates for the Pupil Accommodation Review process,
Special Board Meetings,  and for the submission of reports to the Board.  He also reviewed the
Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input as it relates to the Board By-Laws.

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District School Board
that the Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Schedule for 2008-2009 be approved.

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District School Board
that the Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input be
approved.

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District School Board
that for the Pupil Accommodation Review Process for the 2008-2009 school year, in
accordance with Board By-Law Section 17 – Rules of Order – Subsections 1 and 2; Board By-Law
Section 13 – Delegations, be modified as outlined in the Niagara Catholic Pupil
Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input. 

CARRIED 

8. Monthly Updates

9.1 Capital Projects Update

The Capital Projects Update will be presented at the October 28, 2008 Board Meeting.

8.2 Policy Development Update

The Policy Development Update was presented for information.

8.3 Student Trustees’ Update

Christina Volpini, Student Trustee, gave a brief verbal update on the Student Senate.

8.4 Family of Schools Superintendents’ Monthly Update

The Family of Schools Superintendents gave verbal reports highlighting the activities in
their schools.

D. INFORMATION

1. Trustee Information

E. OTHER BUSINESS

1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

Moved by Trustee Fera
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session.

CARRIED



Niagara Catholic District School Board
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
October 14, 2008
Page 5 of 7                                                         

The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 9:05 p.m. and
reconvened at 11:15 p.m. 

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of October 14, 2008.

CARRIED

SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on September 9,
2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F1)

SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on September 9,
2008, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F3)

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board
approve the recommendations as outlined in Item F4 of the In Camera Session of the Committee
of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F4)

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board
approve the amendments to the Terms and Conditions of Employment for Non-Unionized
Administrative Support Staff, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F5.1)

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board
approve the amendments to the Terms and Conditions of Employment for Supervisory Positions,
as presented.

CARRIED (Item F5.2)

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve that the Committee of the Whole Meeting be
extended past 11:00 p.m.

CARRIED

H. ADJOURNMENT

The Director of Education reminded Trustees to contact Sherry Morena for tickets to attend the
following events:
• 50th Anniversary of the Diocese of St. Catharines - Sunday, November 9
• Jericho House Dinner - Saturday, November 15
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Moved by Trustee Burtnik
THAT the October 14, 2008, Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 11:15 p.m.
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Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on
October 14, 2008.

Approved on the 11th day of November 2008.

_________________________________
John Dekker
Vice-Chairperson of the Board

__________________________________
John Crocco
Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW UPDATE

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic
Pupil Accommodation Review Schedule for 2008-2009, as presented.

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic
Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input, as presented.

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that the Pupil
Accommodation Review Process for the 2008-2009 school year, in accordance with
Board By-Law Section 17 – Rules of Order – Subsections 1 and 2; Board By-Law
Section 13 – Delegations, be modified as outlined in the Niagara Catholic Pupil
Accommodation Review Guidelines for Public Input. 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education
Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education
James Woods, Controller of Plant Services

Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education
Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education
James Woods, Controller of Plant Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: October 28, 2008



 
 

REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 MEETING OF OCTOBER 14, 2008 

 
PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW UPDATE 

 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In October 2007, November 2007 and January 2008, the Niagara Catholic District School Board passed 
the following three motions to conduct Pupil Accommodation Reviews: 
 
For Niagara Falls Elementary, October 23, 2007 
 

THAT an Accommodation Review Committee (ARC) for the group of Niagara Falls elementary schools 
consisting of Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic 
Elementary School, St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, St. Mary Catholic Elementary School, St. 
Patrick Catholic Elementary School and St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School be appointed to 
conduct an accommodation review in compliance with the Ministry of Education Pupil Accommodation 
Review Guidelines and the Niagara Catholic District School Board School Valuation Framework.  

 
THAT regardless of the results of the Accommodation Review Committee process and the Ad Hoc 
Committee – Niagara Falls Boundaries recommendations, revised elementary and secondary 
attendance boundaries for Niagara Falls take effect no earlier than the 2009-2010 school year. 

 
For St. Catharines Elementary, November 27, 2007 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that an Accommodation Review Committee 
(ARC) for the group of St. Catharines schools consisting of St. Alfred Catholic Elementary School, St. 
Denis Catholic Elementary School, St. James Catholic Elementary School, Michael J. Brennan 
Catholic Elementary School, St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School and Our Lady of Fatima 
Catholic Elementary School be appointed to conduct an accommodation review in compliance with 
the Ministry of Education’s Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines and the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board’s School Valuation Framework. 

 
For St. Catharines Secondary, Janary 29, 2008 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that an Accommodation Review Committee 
(ARC) for the St. Catharines secondary schools, consisting of St. Francis Catholic Secondary School, 
Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School and Denis Morris Catholic High School, be appointed to 
conduct an accommodation review in compliance with the Ministry of Education’s Pupil 
Accommodation Review Guidelines and the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s School 
Valuation Framework. 
 

 
Immediately following Board approval, a process began to form the three Accommodation Review 
Committees (ARCs); notify the school communities involved in the ARCs; and publicize the first public 
meeting of the ARCs which could occur no earlier than sixty (60) days from the appointment of the ARC.  
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ARC Committees 
 
Each Accommodation Review Committee consisted of: 
 

o A Trustee 
o The Family of Schools Superintendent 
o From each affected school: 

 the school Principal  
 the Catholic School Council chair or designate,  
 one Priest from the local parish(es) 

o A Municipal Councillor 
o A Member of the Business Community 

 
Working Committee Meetings and Public Input 

 
The required four Public Meetings were held for Niagara Falls Elementary, St. Catharines Elementary and 
St. Catharines Secondary as outlined in Appendices 1, 2 and 3. Each Public Meeting had specific 
objectives in sharing information and to seek input from the community. 
 
1st ARC Public Meeting 

 At the first public meeting, each of the ARCs described its mandate, outlined the pupil 
accommodation review, and gave the public a briefing on the data and issues to be addressed.  
The ARCs also described how the Generic School Valuation Framework had been customized. 
The ARCs received community input.  

 
2nd ARC Public Meeting 

 At the second public meeting, each of the ARCs presented the draft school-specific, valuation 
report under the customized School Valuation Framework for the schools under consideration to 
the public and received community input. 

 
3rd ARC Public Meeting 

 At the third public meeting, each of the ARCs received community input on the accommodation 
options to be considered and received community input. 

 
4th ARC Public Meeting 

 At the fourth public meeting, each of the ARCs presented the draft School Valuation Report to the 
public and received community input. The ARCs made changes to the reports based on feedback 
at the meeting. 

 
While Working Committee Meetings are open to the public, only ARC members are eligible to participate 
in committee discussions. Each Working Committee meeting had specific expectations to achieve to 
ensure compliance with Ministry of Education timelines.   
 
All Working Committee and Public Consultation meetings were electronically recorded for accuracy within 
the minutes. Unapproved minutes were provided to all members of the ARC for review, edit and approval 
by motion at the next ARC meeting. All approved minutes and Power Point presentations were promptly 
posted on the Niagara Catholic District School Board web-site under Accommodation Review. The 
transparent and open process followed by the ARCs was positively commented on by members of the 
ARCs, schools, community members and media. The process followed was in full compliance with the 
Ministry of Education Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines and Niagara Catholic District School 
Board Policy 701.2 (refer to Appendix 4). 
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Mandate of the ARCs 
 
The mandate of the Accommodation Review Committees was to assess and study each of the identified 
schools involved on the basis of the school’s value to students, the school board, the community and the 
local economy according to specific criteria that are equally applied to all schools involved in the 
accommodation review. The ARCs weigh the value of the schools to the student above the other factors 
to be assessed. A final report is to be submitted to the Director of Education by September 2008 
providing recommendations on a range of accommodation options respecting the group of schools. 
 
The targeted outcome was recommendations for efficient, long term solutions to continue to provide 
excellence in Catholic education for our students, parents and the communities. 
 
ARC School Consideration 
 
Based on the Ministry of Education and Board Policy 701.2, the following criteria were required to be 
considered for a school or group of schools to be considered for an ARC,; 
  

a) school or group of schools unable to provide a suitable and equitable range of learning 
opportunities for students 

b) school or group of schools has or will experience an adverse impact on learning opportunities 
for students due to declining enrolment 

c) reorganization involving a school or group of schools could enhance program and learning 
opportunities for students 

d) teaching / learning spaces are not suitable to provide the programs needed to serve the 
community and retrofitting may be cost prohibitive 

e) under normal staffing allocation practices, it would be necessary to assign three grades to 
one class in one or more of the schools 

f) one or more of the schools is experiencing higher building maintenance expenses than the 
average for the system and / or is in need of major capital improvements 

g) in one or more of the schools there are safety and / or environmental concerns attached to 
the building, the school site or its locality 

h) the consolidation of schools is in the best interest of the overall school system  
i) it has been no less than five (5) years since the inception of a study of the school by an 

Accommodation Review Committee 
 
Range of Factors to Consider 
 
ARC’s are required to consider the following in their deliberations;  
 

a) Enrolment and demographics key to overall operating and capital funding 
b) Growth areas overshadowed by declining enrolment / surplus space 
c) Maintain the schools and to continue to monitor them 
d) Reorganize the schools, their programs or their grade structures 
e) Major program relocation with respect to one or more of the schools  
f) New school construction or additions to existing schools  
g) Use of portables 
h) Change boundaries of the schools 
i) Consolidation or closure of a schools 
j) Others as determined by the ARC 



 

 

 

4
 

 
 
ARC Meeting and Expectations 
 
With the specific expectations, process and timelines required by the Ministry of Education and Board 
Policy, a final report and accompanying recommendations from the ARCs was submitted to the Director 
of Education in early September, 2008. The final reports were presented as “draft” reports for input and 
comments at the final public consultation meetings. Following the meetings, members of the ARC 
reviewed and considered all input and comments. Approved modifications to the recommendation section 
of the reports were made in accordance with the consensus of the committees. Members of the ARCs 
supported the final report as amended. The Niagara Falls, St. Catharines Elementary, and St. Catharines 
Secondary Accommodation Review Committees’ School Valuation and Recommendation Reports were 
submitted to John Crocco, Director of Education within the required timelines. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 

1. The next step in the process is for Senior Staff to review the recommendations in the School 
Valuation Reports and, no sooner than thirty (30) days after the ARC reports were delivered to 
the Director of Education, to prepare a report including pupil accommodation recommendations. 
The Board is to hold a meeting for public input no sooner than thirty (30) days after Staff’s report 
and recommendations are presented to the Board in public session, in order to provide an 
opportunity for the public to make formal presentations to the Board regarding Senior Staff’s 
report to the Board and the matters that are addressed in it and in the ARC School Valuation 
Report. A draft Board timeline of Pupil Accommodation Review meetings is submitted for review 
and Board approval (Appendix 5). In preparation for the Special Board Meetings for Public Input, 
a draft Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline (Appendix 6), which will modify the Board By-Law 
13 for Delegations for this purpose only, is submitted for review and Board approval. 

 
2. Following the Board meeting for public input, Staff will prepare a Follow-up Report to the Board in 

which it will report on and respond to the presentations made by the public, for the next regularly 
scheduled Board meeting.  Staff may revise its earlier recommendations to the Board. Staff’s 
follow-up report will be released publicly and will be posted on the Board’s website. 

 
3. The Board will make its decision regarding the school accommodation recommendations in the 

ARC Report, Staff’s Report and Staff’s Follow-up Report to the Board at a regularly scheduled 
meeting, which will occur no sooner than: 

 
 sixty (60) days after the presentation of the Staff’s Report, 
 thirty (30) days after the Board meeting for public input, and 
 fifteen (15) days after the Staff’s Follow-up Report is released publicly. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board that the Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Schedule 
for 2008-2009 be approved. 
 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board that the Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines 
for Public Input be approved. 

 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board that for the Pupil Accommodation Review Process for the 2008-
2009 school year, in accordance with Board By-Law Section 17 – Rules of Order 
– Subsections 1 and 2; Board By-Law Section 13 – Delegations, be modified as 
outlined in the Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines for 
Public Input.  

 
 
 
 
Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education 
 James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education  
 James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: October 14, 2008 
 

 

 

 

Attachments: 
Appendix 1; Niagara Falls ARC Meeting Dates 

Appendix 2:  St. Catharines Elementary ARC Meeting Dates 

Appendix 3:  St. Catharines Secondary ARC Meeting Dates 

Appendix 4:  NCDSB Policy 701.2 Closure of Schools/Accommodation Review 

Appendix 5:  Draft Pupil Accommodation Review Schedule – 2008-2009 

Appendix 6: Draft Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline for Public Input 



 
 

NIAGARA FALLS ACCOMMODATION REVIEW COMMITTEE (ARC) - MEETING DATES AND EXPECTATION SUMMARY 
 

LOCATION: SAINT MICHAEL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL – MUSTANG THEATRE 
 

Meeting  Expectation Date Time 
1st ARC Working Committee Meeting  Presentation of ARC mandate 

 Terms of Reference  
 Background Information (Process, Data, Issues) 
 Customizing the Generic School Valuation Template 

and Scoring Rubric  
 

Wednesday, March 26th, 2008 6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

1st ARC Public Meeting  Presentation of ARC Mandate 
 Background Information (Process, Data, Issues) 
 Presentation of customized School Valuation 

Framework for community input 
 

Wednesday, April 2nd, 2008 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

2nd ARC Working Committee Meeting 
(Tentative 2b ARC Meeting) 

 Consider Feedback from ARC’s 1st Public Meeting 
 Discussion and Feedback re tour of ARC Schools * 
 Complete School Specific Valuation Framework for all 

Six ARC Schools  
 

Wednesday, April 23rd, 2008 
* Monday, April 7th, 2008 
* Thursday, April 10th, 2008 
(2b - Wednesday, April 30th, 2008)  

6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 
 
* 6.00 to 9.00 p.m.  

2nd ARC Public Meeting  Presentation of School Specific Valuation Framework 
Reports for community input 

 

Wednesday, May 7th, 2008 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

3rd ARC Working Committee Meeting 
(Tentative 3b ARC Meeting) 

 Consider Feedback from ARC’s 2nd Public Meeting 
 Presentation of Accommodation Data and Options 
 Confirm Options for 3rd ARC public presentation 

 

Monday, May 12th, 2008 
(3b - Tuesday, May 20th, 2008) 

6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

rd ARC Public Meeting  Presentation of Accommodation Data and Options for 
community input 

 

Wednesday, May 28th, 2008 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

4th ARC Working Committee Meeting  Consider Feedback from ARC’s 3rd Public Meeting 
 Completion of Draft ARC Report to the Director of 

Education for 4th ARC public presentation and input  
 

Wednesday, June 4th, 2008 6.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. 

4th ARC Public Meeting  Presentation of Draft ARC Report to the Director of 
Education for community input  

 

Wednesday, June 18th, 2008 6.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

5th ARC Working Committee Meeting  Consider feedback from ARC’s 4th Public Meeting 
  Finalize ARC Report to Director of Education 

Wednesday, June 18th, 2008 8.00 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
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ST. CATHARINES SECONDARY ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 
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Niagara Catholic District School Board 

CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS/ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 
POLICY 

Adopted: April 28, 1998 
Revised: March 27, 2007 

Policy No. 701.2

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

The Niagara Catholic District School Board recognizes its responsibility: 

1. to provide adequate accommodation and instruction for all pupils attending its schools; 
2. to operate its schools economically and efficiently, while taking into account the best 

education of the pupils, within the limits of the Board's available resources; 
3. to provide a Catholic atmosphere in its schools by means of its teaching staff and the 

fostering of a spirit of cooperation between the home, the school and the church; and 
4. to maintain good communication with stakeholders concerning possible changes in the 

status of a school or of school boundaries; 

The Board acknowledges that the closure of schools may be required to meet the above 
objectives. The Board is committed to providing student accommodation in a responsible and 
organized manner considering reasonable and just alternatives. 

The Director of Education shall make recommendations to the Board to establish a local 
Accommodation Review Committee, which would review a school for potential closure. The 
process shall follow the requirements of the Ministry of Education - Pupil Accommodation Review 
Guidelines. 

The Board shall consider the closure of a school following the submission of a report from a local 
Accommodation Review Committee, as established in the Administrative Guidelines issued by 
the Director of Education. 

The Director of Education will issue Administrative Guidelines in support of this policy. 
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Niagara Catholic District School Board 

CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS/ACCOMODATION REVIEW 
POLICY 

Issued: April 28, 1998 
Revised: September 12, 2000 
  December 11, 2007  

Policy No. 701.2

 
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

BACKGROUND 
The Closure of Schools/Pupil Accommodation Review Policy and Administrative 
Guidelines implements the Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines released by the 
Ministry of Education on October 31, 2006.  A copy of the Pupil Accommodation 
Review Guidelines, and the Ministry document entitled “Administrative Review of 
the Accommodation Review Process” along with this Policy and Administrative 
Guidelines will be posted on the website and will be made available at the Catholic 
Education Centre. 

CONTEXT 
The Board’s elementary schools are organized as families of schools, linked to a 
secondary school.  The goal of providing a suitable and equitable range of learning 
opportunities in a school or family of schools requires monitoring and active 
curriculum and programming decisions. Decisions that might require consolidation, 
closure or major program relocation will take into account the needs of all of the 
students in all of the schools in a particular group.  There may, however, be 
circumstances in which a single school should be studied for closure or relocation. 

Any decisions under the Policy and Administrative Guidelines will take into account 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s Capital Plan. 

The following outlines circumstances where Boards are not obligated to undertake an 
accommodation review:  

 Where a replacement school is to be rebuilt by the Board on the existing site or 
located within the existing school attendance boundary as identified through 
the Board’s existing policies.; 

 When a lease is terminated; 
 When the Board is considering the relocation of a grade or grades, or a 

program, where the enrolment in the grade or grades, or program, constitutes 
less than 50% of the enrolment of the school; 

 When the Board is repairing or renovating a school, and the school community 
must be temporarily relocated to ensure the safety of students during the 
renovations; 

 Where a facility has been serving as a holding school for a school community 
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whose permanent school is under construction or repair. 

PROCEDURES 

1. The Preliminary Report  
The Director and/or designate will present a preliminary report to the Board 
identifying a school or group of schools in which challenges may be faced in 
providing a suitable and equitable range of learning opportunities for students, 
and in respect of which there may be a need to consider the possible 
consolidation, closure or major program relocation in respect of one or more 
schools. 
 
A school or group of schools may be considered for study if one or more of the 
following conditions apply:  

o The school or group of schools is unable to provide a suitable and 
equitable range of learning opportunities for students;  

o The school or group of schools has experienced or will experience an 
adverse impact on learning opportunities for students due to declining 
enrolment;  

o Reorganization involving the school or group of schools could enhance 
program and learning opportunities for students;  

o Teaching/learning spaces are not suitable to provide the programs 
needed to serve the community and retrofitting may be cost prohibitive; 

o Under normal staffing allocation practices, it would be necessary to 
assign three grades to one class in one or more of the schools;  

o One or more of the schools is experiencing higher building 
maintenance expenses than the average for the system and/or is in need 
of major capital improvements;  

o In respect of one or more of the schools there are safety and/or 
environmental concerns attached to the building, the school site or its 
locality;  

o The consolidation of schools is in the best interests of the overall 
school system;  

o It has been no less than five years since the inception of a study of the 
school by a Program and Accommodation Review Committee, except 
where extenuating circumstances warrant, such as an unexpected 
economic or demographic shift, or a change in a school’s physical 
condition.  

2. Establishing an Accommodation Review Committee  
After reviewing a Preliminary Report from staff, the Board may direct the 
formation of an Accommodation Review Committee (“ARC”) for a group of 
schools or for a single school. 
 
Parents/guardians, school staff and school council members of the affected 
schools will be informed by staff, within one week, in writing, through their 
respective schools, of the Board’s decision to form an ARC.  The decision will 
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be posted on the Board’s website. 
 
2.1 The Mandate of the ARC 
The ARC will study, report and make recommendations on the 
accommodation options respecting the group of schools or single school 
referred to it in the manner set out below.  
 
2.2 Composition of the ARC 
The ARC will consist of the following persons:  

o One Trustee, preferably the one who represents the area under study;  
o The Director or designate  
o From each affected school:  

 the school Principal  
 the Catholic School Council chair or designate,  
 one Priest from the local parish(es)  

Once the ARC is constituted, it will invite a municipal councillor or delegate and a 
member of the business community to join the ARC.  The ARC will be deemed to be 
properly constituted whether or not all of the listed members are willing and able to 
participate. 
 
The ARC has the authority to co-opt additional members. 

2.3 Operation of the ARC 
The Director will appoint the Chair of the ARC. The Chair will convene and chair 
meetings, and will, in cooperation with the Director or designate ensure that the ARC 
successfully carries out its obligations under this Policy.  
 
The Director will also appoint a secretary and resource person as required. 

Other resource personnel can be requested to provide information to the ARC 
including employees or consultants for third party private and public bodies such as 
municipalities, post-secondary institutions and coterminous school boards. 
 
2.4 Meetings of the ARC 
The ARC will complete its work within the timelines in this Policy. 
 
The ARC Chair will call the first public meeting of the ARC no earlier than sixty (60) 
days after the date of its appointment, excluding from the calculation school holidays 
such as summer vacation, Christmas break and Spring break.  
 
The ARC will meet as often as required.  
 
Prior to the first public meeting, the ARC will customize the Board’s Generic School 
Valuation Framework referred to in the Appendix A for application to the schools 
under review. The ARC may add factors to both but may not subtract or alter factors. 
The ARC will make the customized School Valuation Framework public prior to its 
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public meetings.   
 
The ARC will hold at least four public meetings in accessible facilities: 

 At the first public meeting, the ARC will describe its mandate, outline the 
pupil accommodation review, and give the public a briefing on the data and 
issues to be addressed.  The ARC will also describe how the Generic School 
Valuation Framework referred to in Appendix A has been customized. The 
ARC will receive community input.  

 At the second public meeting, the ARC will present its draft school-specific 
valuation reports under the customized School Valuation Framework for the 
schools under consideration to the public and will receive community input.  

 At the third public meeting, the ARC will receive community input on the 
accommodation options to be considered and will receive community input.  

 At the fourth public meeting, the ARC will present its draft School Valuation 
Report to the public and will receive community input.  The ARC may make 
changes to the report based on feedback at the meeting. 
 
Public notice of the public meetings will be provided through school 
newsletters, letters to the school community, the Board’s website and 
advertisements in local community newspapers, and will include date, time, 
location, purpose, contact name and number. Notice of the first public meeting 
will be provided no less than sixty (60) days in advance of the meeting, 
excluding from the calculation school holidays such as summer vacation, 
Christmas break and Spring break. A minimum of two weeks notice will be 
provided in respect of the other public meetings. 
 
Meetings of the ARC will be open to the public. 
 
Detailed minutes will be kept of the ARC meetings and will be posted on the 
Board’s website. 
 
The ARC will provide information to the affected school communities on an 
ongoing basis. 
 
2.5 The Work of the ARC 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board is committed to providing the best 
educational opportunities for its resident pupils. Active curriculum and 
programming decisions that might require school consolidation, closure or 
program relocation must take into account the needs of all of the students in all 
of the schools in a particular group, recognizing that the schools form a 
community and have a common set of interests.  
 
In carrying out its mandate the ARC will weigh the value of the schools to the 
student above the other factors to be assessed. 
 
2.6 The ARC School Valuation Report  
The ARC will prepare a School Valuation Report based on the customized 
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school valuation framework, and will provide its report to Staff on the matters 
to be addressed in Staff’s report to the Board considering questions set out in 
Appendix B and may consider such additional questions that may be deemed 
appropriate.  
The ARC will also ensure that the following issues are addressed:  

 The implications for the program for students both in the school under 
consideration for consolidation, closure or program relocation and in the 
school(s) where programs may be affected.  

 The effects of consolidation, closure or program relocation on the following:  
o The attendance area defined for the schools  
o Attendance at other schools  
o The need and extent of bussing  

 The financial effects of consolidating or not consolidating the school, 
including any capital implications  

 Revenue implications as a result of the consolidation, closure or program 
relocation  

 Savings expected to be achieved as a result of the consolidation, closure or 
program relocation  

o School operations (heating, lighting, cleaning, routine maintenance)  
o Expenditures to address school renewal issues which will not longer be 

required  
 Additional expenditures, if any, at schools which will accommodate students 

displaced as a result of a consolidation, closure or program relocation decision 
taken by the board  

o School operations (heating, lighting, cleaning, routine maintenance)  
o School administration  
o School renewal  
o Transportation  

 Net savings/costs associated with:  
o Teaching staff  
o Paraprofessionals  
o Student transportation  

 The possible alternative use or disposition of an empty building 
 
The ARC will submit its School Valuation Report to the Director of Education 
not earlier than ninety (90) days and not later than ninety-five (95) days after 
the beginning of the ARC’s first public meeting, excluding from the 
calculation school holidays such as summer vacation, Christmas break and 
Spring break. 
 
2.7 Information and Documentation 
An information package necessary to permit the ARC to carry out its mandate 
will be provided by staff. 
 
The package will include the following with plain language explanations, 
which will also be made available to the public via posting on the Board’s 
website and in print format at the Catholic Education Centre:  

 The most recent Capital Plan of the Board to provide a context for the 
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accommodation review;  
 Background information regarding the schools located within the area of the 

accommodation review.  This information is to include, but not necessarily be 
limited to, the following:  

o Organization and programming information for each school under 
study  

o Maps of area  
o Enrolment and capacity information for each school in the review area; 
o Information outlining where students attending each school in the 

review area reside;  
o Demographic projections concerning future enrolments at schools 

within the review area;  
o Information on transportation  
o Floor plans of schools under study  
o Site plans of schools under study  
o Data on portables  
o Expenditures and revenues for each school in the review area with 

particular emphasis on school operations (ie heating, lighting, cleaning, 
routine maintenance), school administration;  

o Information regarding renewal needs of each school in the review area; 
and  

o Information regarding the current community use of each school in the 
review area.  

 tenant information/agreements and other relevant information.  
o Alternate accommodation plans for the students in the schools located 

within the area of the accommodation review including suggestions as 
to where the students could be accommodated, what changes to 
existing facilities might be required, what programs could be available 
to the students, and associated transportation requirements.  

Board Staff will respond to reasonable requests for additional information 
from the ARC and will append responses to the minutes of the meetings at 
which the questions prompting the responses were raised, and will post the 
responses on the Board’s website.  

3. Consideration of the ARC School Valuation Report 
 
3.1 Staff’s Report to the Board 
Staff, under the direction of the Director of Education, will review the ARC’s 
School Valuation Report and prepare a report to the Board through the 
Committee of the Whole.   
 
Staff’s report will include as appendices the ARC’s School Valuation Report 
and recommendations, the information package provided to the ARC, minutes 
of the ARC meetings and any material received by the ARC or the Board from 
the public. 
 
The recommendation accompanying Staff’s report will be one or more of the 
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following:  

 To maintain the schools and to continue to monitor them;  
 To reorganize the schools, their programs or their grade structures;  
 To change the boundaries of the schools;  
 To consolidate and/or close one or more of the schools. 

 
Staff’s report and recommendations will be submitted to the Board in public 
session at a regularly scheduled meeting not less than thirty (30) days after the 
ARC School Valuation Report was submitted to the Director of Education. 
 
3.2 Board Meeting for Public Input  
The Board will hold a meeting for public input no sooner than thirty (30) days 
after Staff’s report and recommendations are presented to the Board in public 
session, in order to provide an opportunity for the public to make formal 
presentations to the Board concerning Staff’s report and the matters that are 
addressed in it and in the ARC School Valuation Report.  On the date that the 
Board schedules the Meeting for public input, it will also schedule the Board 
meeting to consider school accommodation referred to in s. 3.4 of these 
guidelines. 
 
A minimum of two weeks notice of the public Board meeting for input will be 
provided via school newsletters, letters to the school community, the Board’s 
website and advertisements in local community newspapers and will include 
date, time, location, purpose, contact name and number. 
 
The public may provide written input to the Director of Education at any time. 
 
3.3 Staff’s Follow-up Report to the Board  

Following the Board meeting for public input, Staff will prepare a report to the 
Committee of the Whole in which it will report on and respond to the 
representations made by the public, for the next regularly scheduled Board 
meeting.  Staff may revise its earlier recommendations to the Board through 
the Committee of the Whole.  
 
Staff’s follow-up report will include copies of the presentations made by the 
public during the board meeting for public input and those received directly, 
and minutes of the Board meeting for public input.  

Staff’s follow-up report will be released publicly and be posted on the Board’s 
website. 
 
3.4 Board Meeting to Consider School Accommodation 

The Board will make its decision regarding the school accommodation 
recommendations in the ARC Report, Staff’s Report and Staff’s Follow-up 
Report to the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting, which will not occur 
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sooner than sixty (60) days after the presentation of the Staff’s Report, thirty 
(30) days after the Board meeting for public input and fifteen (15) days after 
the Staff’s Follow-up Report is released publicly. 
 
Public notice of the meeting at which the Board will make its decision 
regarding the school accommodation report will be provided through school 
newsletters, letters to the school community, the Board’s website and 
advertisements in local community newspapers, and will include date, time, 
location, purpose, contact name and number at least sixty (60) days prior to the 
date of the Board meeting, excluding from the calculation school holidays such 
as summer vacation, Christmas break and Spring break. 
 
Parents/Guardians, Staff and School Council members will be informed, in 
writing, through their respective schools, of the Board’s decision, which will 
also be posted on the Board’s website. 
 
The Board may make any accommodation decision that it deems advisable in 
relation to the schools under review by an ARC despite an ARC 
recommendation to the contrary. 
 
If the Board decision is consolidation, closure or program relocation, the 
following school year will be used to plan for and implement the Board’s 
decision, except where the Board and the affected community believe that 
earlier action is required.  The Board decision will set clear timelines.  
 
3.5 Administrative Review of the Accommodation Review Process 
The Ministry of Education has provided a process for an individual(s) to 
initiate a review of the Accommodation Review Process - Ministry of 
Education, Administrative Review of the Accommodation Review Process. 
A copy of the Ministry of Education, Administrative Review of the 
Accommodation Review Process is also available at the Catholic Education 
Centre. 

4. The School Integration Process  
If the Board decision is consolidation, closure, or program relocation, it is 
important that the integration of students and staff into their new school(s) is 
achieved in a way that is positive and supportive for the students and parents 
of the respective school communities.  This process of integration should be 
carried out in consultation with parents and staff. 

 
 



 

 

     
PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW SCHEDULE – 2008-2009 

Meeting  Expectation Date Restrictions Date 
 
Submission of ARC School Valuation 
Report to the Director of Education 
 
 

Not earlier than 90 days after the beginning and not later 
than 95 days after the beginning of the ARC’s first public 
meeting 

Niagara Falls 
Between Sept. 5th and 10th, 2008 
 
St. Catharines – Between  
Sept. 11th and Sept.16th, 2008  

 
Submitted Sept. 8th, 2008 
 
Submitted Sept. 12th, 2008 
 

Staff’s Report and Recommendations Not less than 30 days after the ARC report was submitted 
to the Director of Education 
 

 
Not before;  
Niagara Falls – Oct. 8th, 2008   
St. Catharines – Oct. 10th, 2008 
 

Committee of the Whole 
December 2nd, 2008 
 
Board Meeting 
December 16th, 2008  

Director sets dates for Special Board 
meeting for public input and for Board 
meeting to decide accommodation 
 

As scheduled by the Director of Education   Special Board Meetings 
 
Niagara Falls - Feb.17th / 09 
St. Catharines - Feb. 18th 
and February 23rd, 2009 

Notice of Board Meeting for Public 
Input 

As scheduled by the Board but not sooner than 30 days 
after Staff’s Report and recommendations are presented to 
the Board through CW in public session 
 

  
Not before January 27th, 2009 

 
January 28th, 2009  

Staff’s follow-up report on 
accommodation 

Next regularly scheduled Board meeting through the 
Committee of the Whole 

 
 

Committee of the Whole 
March 10th, 2009 
 
Board Meeting 
March 31st, 2009 

NNotice of Board Meeting to decide  
accommodation 

At least 60 days prior to the Board meeting No later than March 22nd, 2009  

Board Meeting to decide 
accommodation 

At a regularly scheduled meeting which will not occur 
sooner than 60 days after the presentation of Staff’s 
Report, 30 days after the Board Meeting for public input 
and 15 days after Staff’s follow-up report as released 
publicly 
 

Not before March 22nd, 2009 
Not before April 2nd, 2009 
Not before April 19th, 2009  

 
Board Meeting 
May 26th, 2009  

Notice of Decision on 
Accommodation 

Within one week of decision Not before June 2nd, 2009  June 3rd, 2009  
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PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW 
GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC INPUT 

 
As required by the Closure of Schools/ Accommodation Review Policy of the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board, the Board will hold a special Board meeting for public input regarding 
the School Valuation Report filed by the Accommodation Review Committee and the 
Director’s Report. These special Board meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 

Niagara Falls Elementary, 7:00 p.m. February 17, 2009, at Saint Michael Catholic HS 

St. Catharines Elementary, 7:00 p.m. February 18, 2009, at Denis Morris Catholic HS 

St. Catharines Secondary, 7:00 p.m. February 23, 2009, at Denis Morris Catholic HS 
 
The public may provide a written report to the Director of Education at any time. 
 
The following Guidelines describe the public meeting process. 
 
 
Delegation Application Process 
 
The public meeting will follow the By-law of the Board for public delegations in modified 
form, as set out below. The modifications are intended to facilitate public participation. 
 

(a) Written application requesting the opportunity to appear as a delegation must be 
submitted to the Director of Education no later than 4:00 p.m. on February 10, 2009. 
 
(b) The following information should be included with this application 
: 

(i) The name of the organization/individuals(s) or party(ies) who will be 
making the presentation; 
 
(ii) Their authority/title/position with the organization (if applicable); 
 
(iii) A complete mailing address; 
 
(iv) A day time telephone number; 
 
(v) A number where they can be reached after business hours; 
 
(vi) A fax number (if available); 
 
(vii) An e-mail address (if available); 
 
(viii) The complete presentation in written format 
 

(c)  Delegations are encouraged to send the Presentation in as soon as possible so 
that it can be provided to and reviewed by Trustees prior to the meeting. 
Presentations that are received on a timely basis will be considered and addressed in 
the Director’s follow-up report to the Board required by the Pupil Accommodation 
Review Policy in which the Director will report on and respond to the presentations 
made by the public. A presentation  that is submitted late may not be addressed in the 
Director’s follow-up report although it will be made available to the Trustees. 
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Delegation Presentation 
 

Minutes of the Special Board Meetings including references to the presentations will be 
posted on the Board’s website. 

 
(a) The identified spokespersons will address the Trustees from the podium. 
 
(b) The spokespersons are expected to provide comments that are relevant to the 
subject matter of the meeting. If a previous delegation has already addressed the 
matter and the delegate is being repetitive, the Chairperson of the Board may request 
the delegate to express support for an earlier presentation and may reduce the 
following speaking times available to the delegate accordingly. 
 
(c) The time for each public delegation to speak, excluding the question and answer 
period, is not to exceed fifteen (15) minutes, with normally a five (5) minute question  
period following. 
 
(d) Delegates who have a similar perspective are encouraged to co-operate in 
appointing spokespersons in addressing the Board. 
 
(e) Delegations from the same school community on the same point of view shall be 
limited to a combined total of fifteen (15) minutes. 
 
(f) Delegations who are unrelated to a particular school community but who are 
speaking on a common issue shall be limited to a combined total of fifteen (15) 
minutes. 
 
(g) Trustees may ask questions of the delegation for clarification only, for a period of 
time which shall be at the discretion of the Chairperson. 
 
(h) The Chairperson will apply the normal Board practices in respect of decorum and 
order at the meeting. 
 
(i) The Board will not permit delegations respecting the Pupil Accommodation 
Review Policy at other Board meetings. 
 
(j) In accordance with Board By-law 7.5 the Board shall not remain in session later 
than 11:00 p.m. unless so determined by a 2/3 majority of the members present. 
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of September 3, 2008, as presented for
information.

Prepared by: Special Education Advisory Committee

Date: October 28, 2008



 
 
 

NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3RD, 2008 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE   

  
 

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Jane Houlden (Chair)  Autism Ontario 
Kim Rosati   VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children 
Carole Fuhrer   Learning Disabilities Association 
Sarina Labonte Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln 
Anna Racine   The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario 
Gary Crole   Trustee 
Tony Scalzi   Trustee 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION/RESOURCE PRESENT: 
 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells  Superintendent of Education  
Marcel Jacques   Program Officer – Student Support Services 
Amanda Cybula Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – North Team  
Carla Bianco Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – South Team 
 
 
REGRETS: 
 
Heather Schneider  Community Living – Welland/Pelham 
Sandy Polly   Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) 
Connie Parry  Association for Bright Children 
Julie Davison Contact Niagara 
Theresa Murphy Principal – Elementary 
 
 
 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: 
 
Tina DiFrancesco   Recording Secretary 
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1. CALL TO ORDER   
     

Jane Houlden, Chair, called the meeting to order and Anna Racine led the members in prayer. 
 
 

2. ROLL CALL                                                                                                                        
 
Members, who had sent regrets or were absent, were noted.    

 
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 
 
 Moved by Kim Rosati 

Seconded by Sarina Labonte  
 

 
That the Agenda at the Meeting of September 3rd, 2008 be approved. 
 
Carried 
 
                                                           

4. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

Nil. 
 

 
5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JUNE 4,  
 2008. 
 

Moved by Kim Rosati 
Seconded by Carole Fuhrer 
 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of June 4, 2008 be approved as amended to strike the 
sentence, “Jane Houlden motioned to approve the Special Education Plan 2008 as 
amended.” From section 7.5 – Annual Review – Special Education Plan. 
 
Carried 

 
                                      

6. VISIONING 
 
6.1 Goals and Vision for 2008 –  

 
The proposed goals and objectives for 2008 and 2009 school year were attached to the agenda for 
the September 3rd meeting.  Carol Fuhrer mentioned if any SEAC members had more suggestions 
to please forward them to her.   
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7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JUNE 4, 2008 
 

7.1 Learner Advocacy  
 

 
7.2 Parent Outreach  

 
 

7.3 Program and Service Recommendations  
 

 
7.4 Special Education Budget 

 
 

7.5 Annual Review – Special Education Plan  
 

 
7.6 Other related items –Special Education PA Day Agenda 

 
Jane Houlden stated that there was a request to have a Professional Activity day 
designated to Special Education.  Marcel Jacques informed the SEAC that the Board’s 
calendar committee decided to incorporate Special Education on all P.A. days; the theme 
for October being Differentiated Instruction.  Marcel Jacques will be dividing 
Educational Assistants into three groups and the Geneva Centre will provide them with 
training on three different P.A. days, October 10th, November 7th and November 28th.  
Anna Racine inquired about the Geneva Training.  Marcel Jacques explained the Geneva 
Centre provides a hands on training process.  The Geneva Centre praised the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board for being the only board in Ontario to have the training 
for their Educational Resource Teachers. 

 
 

8. PRESENTATIONS 
 
   

8.1 SEAC Training 
 

Jane Houlden reviewed the list of Ministry of Education documents for Special 
Education.  See attached report.  Jane Houlden stated that Shared Solutions, Education 
for All, and the Special Education Transformation documents are essential to read.  
Marcel Jacques commented that he would look for copies of these documents to provide 
the members of the SEAC.  Marcel Jacques advised the SEAC that the Ministry of 
Education will have the Education for All K-12 document ready for the fall.  Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells informed the SEAC that Sheila Bennett from Brock University is unable to 
do the presentation on the Special Education Transformation Document as she is on 
sabbatical.  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells will do the presentation in November.  Jane Houlden 
explained the process on how to make a motion by reviewing a report submitted by Lee 
Ann Forsyth-Sells on March 7th, 2007.  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells will review and update.  
See attached revised report.  Gary Crole mentioned that motions are presented at the 
Board meeting the last Tuesday of the month.   
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8.2 I.E.P. Information – School Community 
 

Marcel Jacques explained that Educational Resource Teachers will show a PowerPoint 
presentation to parents on Curriculum Night. The information has been designed for all 
parents to assist with our continued promotion of our inclusive model of Special 
Education in the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  Amanda Cybula and Carla 
Bianco showed members of the SEAC the PowerPoint presentation for feedback.  
Members of the SEAC made suggestions for revisions.  Amanda Cybula will make the 
changes and provide the members with a copy of the presentation.  See attached report. 

 
 
 
 

9. AGENCY REPORTS       
 
 

9.1 VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 Voice for Hearing Impaired Children has a link on their website to assist with the 
development of an I.E.P.  
Kim Rosati will forward this information to Marcel Jacques. 

 
 

9.2 Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Sandy Polly 
 

 No Report 
 
 
 

9.3 Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 
 

 No Report 
 
 
 

9.4 Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 No Report 
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9.5 Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara – Carole Fuhrer 
       

 LDA-N is currently seeking an individual who has expertise in the Youth Justice field.   
 Programming and Community Outreach – The “Soar to Independence” program will be 

offered on Richmond Street in Thorold starting on September 30th, 2008 from 6:30pm-
8:00pm Tuesday nights.  The Teens Transition Program starts on Monday, October 6th, 
2008 from 4:30pm-6:00pm at 366 St. Paul Street, St. Catharines.  

 LDA-N has initiated discussions with the District School Board of Niagara to offer this 
program in the West Lincoln area in the coming months.  LDA-N would welcome an 
opportunity to discuss the potential benefits of offering this program in partnership with 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  

 Learning Disabilities Awareness Month is October 2008.  Carol Fuhrer suggested doing 
presentations to promote awareness.  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells recommended doing a memo 
to send out to the schools to promote activities.  Carol Fuhrer will contact LDAO or come 
up with some initiatives. See attached report. 

 
 

 
 

9.6 Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln(G/L/WL) – Sarina 
Labonte 

 
 Summer camp was held for an 8 week period – 5 days per week; 14 teens participated in 

this summer camp program with 2 summer students funded through a Services Canada 
grant; 5 additional children were supported in local integrated camps within their own 
community. 

 4 young adults participated in a 1 week program at Niagara College that included an 
introduction to culinary arts, floral design and restaurant service. This was an excellent 
program that was coordinated through Community Living – Fort Erie for youth looking 
at options beyond high school.  Staff support was provided by our agency. 

 Children’s weekend respite program continued to operate every weekend throughout the 
summer months; 47 children are currently being supported through this respite program. 

 
 
 
 

9.7 Contact Niagara – Julie Davison 
 

 No Report 
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9.8 Autism Ontario – Jane Houlden 
 

 Programs being offered in Niagara Chapter: 
 Ten week programs are being offered as noted below; 
 Tuesday evening’s program is designed for children ages 6 to 12 living with high 

functioning autism or Aspergers focusing on social skills development in a recreational 
setting. 

 Thursday evening’s programs are designed for children ages 6 to 16 living with autism 
focusing on life skills development in a recreational setting. 

 Sibling Programs for children ages 6-12 run concurrently with Tuesday and Thursday 
Programs. 

 Parent Support Groups are offered concurrently with the Tuesday and Thursday 
Programs. 

 A Tots day program for children aged 3 to 5 is currently being offered. 
 A Teens group for children ages 13 to 19 living with Aspergers and HFA focusing on 

social skills development in a community recreational setting with peer support. 
 Realize Community Potential – Upcoming Events - Niagara 

Understanding your child’s I.E.P. 
How to talk to your child about their diagnosis 
What is ASD? An introduction for extended family members 
Educational Advocacy with Lindsay Moir  

 
Realize Community Potential Program is a new project designed to directly support  
parents of children with ASD through greater access to ASD information, direct contact  
between parents and Autism Ontario chapters, improved access to ASD experts in local  
communities and to provide a mechanism for supported community-based learning  
opportunities for children with ASD.  See attached report. 
 
 
 

9.9 The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 The annual walkathon was held in June, the same day throughout Ontario for all support 
groups.  The local chapter held the event at Merritt Island where all families walked the 
trail and came back for a BBQ under the pavilion. 

 August fundraiser – BBQ at Sobey’s – held to increase public awareness of the Tourette 
Syndrome Association of Ontario. 

 
 
10.  STAFF REPORTS 
 

10.1 Amanda Cybula – Vice-Principal Student Support Services –Team North 
 

 Amanda Cybula responded to Kim Rosati’s questions from the meeting of June 4th, 2008. 
There are currently three teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and four Interpreters.  
There are three types of services provided; Direct Service, Weekly Service and 
Equipment Monitoring.  At the present time, twelve students receive direct service, 
nineteen students receive weekly service, and fifty students receive equipment 
monitoring. 
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10.2 Carla Bianco – Vice-Principal Student Support Services-Team South  
 

 Carla Bianco is currently reacquainting herself with parents and the schools in her area.   
          

10.3 Theresa Murphy – Principal, Elementary 
 

 No report 
 

10.4 Marcel Jacques – Program Officer  
 

 Marcel Jacques handed out four reports to the members of the SEAC; The 2008-2009 
Accessibility Plan, 2008-2009 School Year Calendar and Meeting Dates, Nutrition 
Policy, and Administrative Guidelines for Catholic School Councils.  There was 
discussion in regards to the process of establishing the policy and guidelines within a 
school board.  See attached reports.  

 Marcel Jacques informed the SEAC that representatives from the Board attended the 
Geneva Centre Summer Training Institute in London from August 18-22, 2008, focusing 
on incorporating methods of ABA into programs for students with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder.  Marcel Jacques stated it was a very productive week.  

 
10.5 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells – Superintendent of Education  

 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells stated that all school staff received apples to begin opening day 

from senior staff and the Board of Trustees. 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells welcomed John Crocco as the new Director of Education, and 

Yolanda Baldasaro as new Superintendent responsible for Research, Assessment, 
Community Outreach, and Area 1 schools.  Frank Iannantuono will assume the 
responsibility of Program Services and Area 2 schools.  Theresa Murphy will continue as 
Elementary Principal on the SEAC; however we will be looking for a new Secondary 
Principal to start in October. 

 Principals and Vice-Principals attended their annual retreat on August 20th – 22, 2008, 
focusing on faith development.  A guest speaker presented information on mental health. 

 The Special Education Plan 2008 is now posted on the Board’s website. 
 
11.   TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

11.1 Gary Crole 
 

 Gary Crole mentioned that he is looking forward to the upcoming meetings, visiting 
schools and dialogues with teachers and parents. 

 
 

11.2 Tony Scalzi 
 

 Tony Scalzi reported the Committee of the Whole meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month and the Board meetings are held the last Tuesday of the month.  Minutes 
from the meetings are posted on the Board website. 

 Tony Scalzi reported to Jane Houlden that he brought forward the items she asked from 
the SEAC meeting of June 4th, 2008 to the Board meeting on June 17th, 2008. 
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12. NEW BUSINESS  
 

12.1  Learner Advocacy – Character Development Initiative, Action Report 
 

 Discussion around character development occurred among members of the SEAC.  Lee 
Ann Forsyth-Sells stated that character development is embedded in all aspects of 
Catholic education in the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  Continued dialogue 
will occur with Educational Resource Teachers and Secondary Program Chairs to ensure 
that the needs of all students are being addressed. 

 
 
12.2  Parent Outreach 

 
 

12.3  Program and Service Recommendations –CASHRA Forum 
 

 Information was sent to members of the SEAC in regards to the CASHRA forum on 
inclusion and the education of students with disabilities in the context of human rights 
law.  The conference will be held in Toronto from September 25-27, 2008.  Carol Fuhrer 
stated that representatives from the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario will be 
attending. 

 
12.4  Special Education Budget  

 
 

12.5  Annual Review, Special Education Plan  
 
 

12.6  Other Related Items – Shared Solution, Professional Development 
 

 Marcel Jacques noted that Principals, Educational Resource Teachers along with school 
staff, were in serviced during the 2007/2008 school year on the Shared Solutions 
document. 

 
 
 

 
13. AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION for FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
13.1 Meaning of Inclusion  – Marilyn Dolmage  

 
Marilyn Dolmage will be presenting at the October meeting. 
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14. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

14.1 Jane Houlden inquired about the revised expenditures for the Special Education budget.  
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells will contact Superintendent Reich for this information to provide 
to the SEAC possibly in November. 

14.2 Jane Houlden asked if there any Special Education staffing changes.  Marcel Jacques 
stated there are no significant changes. 

14.3 Jane Houlden asked for last year’s report on students in the P3 program.  Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells will check on available data.  Marcel Jacques mentioned that data may not 
necessarily be collected on this program as it is designed not only for students on I.E.P.’s, 
but also for children who need assistance.   

 
 
15. ITEMS DISTRIBUTED 
  
 a)  Ministry of Education Documents 
 b)  SEAC PowerPoint presentation 
 c)  2008-2009 Accessibility Plan 
 d)  2008-2009 School Year Calendar and Meeting Dates 
 e)  Nutrition Policy 
 f)  Administrative Guidelines for Catholic School Councils 
  
 
16. NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the SEAC will be held on Wednesday, October 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland. 
 

 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Sarina Labonte 
Seconded by Kim Rosati 
 
That the meeting adjourn at 9:15p.m. 
 
Carried 

 
   
  



 C3.1

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS
SEPTEMBER 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly Banking
Transactions for the month of September 2008, as presented for information.

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: October 28, 2008







  C3.2

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of Revenue
and Expenditures as at September 30, as presented for information. 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: October 28, 2008





























































D5.1

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION
SPOTLIGHT ON NIAGARA CATHOLIC - OCTOBER 15, 2008
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
October 28, 2008

TOPIC: NOTICE OF MOTION
IMPLICATIONS OF A PHASED-IN BAN 
ON THE USE OF BOTTLED WATER

RECOMMENDATION

WHEREBY the use of bottled water is becoming a public issue and whereas
a number of municipalities are studying banning bottled water,  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Niagara Catholic District School Board direct staff
to report the implications of a phased-in ban on the use of bottled water in
all schools in the jurisdiction of the Niagara Catholic District School Board.

Prepared by: Trustee Fera

Date: October 28, 2008



REPORT TO THE BOARD

NOTICE OF MOTION
IMPLICATIONS OF A PHASED-IN BAN 

ON THE USE OF BOTTLED WATER

Background:

Trustee Fera put forth the following Notice of Motion at the September 23, 2008 Board
Meeting for consideration at the October 28, 2008 Meeting.

RECOMMENDATION

WHEREBY the use of bottled water is becoming a public issue and
whereas a number of municipalities are studying banning bottled water,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Niagara Catholic District School Board direct
staff to report the implications of a phased-in ban on the use of bottled
water in all schools in the jurisdiction of the Niagara Catholic District
School Board.

Prepared by: Frank Fera, Trustee

Date: October 28, 2008


