
AGENDA AND MATERIAL

BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2009
7:00 P.M.

FATHER KENNETH BURNS, C.S.C. BOARD ROOM
CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer - Trustee Crole -

2. Roll Call -

3. Approval of the Agenda -

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest -

5. Minutes of the Board Meeting of March 31, 2009 A5

B. DELEGATIONS

1. Niagara Regional Science & Engineering Fair -

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. School Excellence Program C1
Notre Dame Catholic Elementary School

2. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of April 14, 2009 C2
and Consideration of Recommendations
2.1 Financial Reports

2.1.1 Monthly Banking Transactions for the Month of March 2009 C2.1.1
2.1.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at March 31, 2009 C2.1.2

3. Minutes of the S.E.A.C. Meeting of March 4, 2009 C3

4. Revised Student Transportation Policy (#500.2) C4

5. Niagara Catholic System Priorities – 2009-2010 C5

6. Implications of a Phased-in Ban on the Use of Bottled Water: Update C6

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. Correspondence -
1.1 Cathy Buis, Chairperson of Holy Cross Catholic School Council D1.1

2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended -

3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action -
3.1 Pupil Accommodation Review - Senior Staff Follow-Up Report & Recommendations -



2

4. Trustee Information -
4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - April 14, 2009 D4.1
4.2 Catholic Education Week Planner - Sunday, May 3 - Friday, May 8, 2009  D4.2

(under separate cover)
4.3 Catholic Education Week 2009 - Letter to all Students, Parents & Guardians D4.3
4.4 Calendar of Events - May 2009 D4.4

5. Open Question Period -
(The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the Catholic school supporting
public to ask about items on that night’s public agenda or any previous agendas, and the Board
to answer and react.)

E. NOTICES OF MOTION

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

G. REPORT ON THE IN CAMERA SESSION

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

J. ADJOURNMENT
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
OF MARCH 31, 2009

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board
Meeting of March 31, 2009, as presented.



MINUTES OF THE
BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2009
                                           

Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, March 31, 2009, at
7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road,
Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Burtnik.

2. Roll Call

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustee Nieuwesteeg from attending
the Board Meeting of March 31, 2009.

CARRIED

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro

Kathy Burtnik

Maurice Charbonneau

Gary Crole

John Dekker

Frank Fera

Ed Nieuwesteeg

Tony Scalzi

Student Trustees

Ashley McGuire

Christina Volpini
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The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board
Services and Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary

3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Board Meeting of
March 31, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda.

5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meeting of February 24, 2009

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting of
February 24, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

B. PRESENTATIONS

1. OFSAA Medalists

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education, welcomed Ken Griepsma, Vice-Principal of Denis
Morris Catholic High School, who presented information on OFSAA Gold Medalists Wrestling
Champions Marissa Sorrell and Joshua Hipperon and introduced coaches Megan Schweitzer and
Eugene Aeillo.

Chairperson Burtnik congratulated the students on their dedication to the sport of wrestling and
asked Trustees Charbonneau and Scalzi to presented them with Niagara Catholic pins of Athletic
Excellence.

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. School Excellence Program - St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Elementary School

Director Crocco gave brief background information on the monthly School Excellence Program.
Superintendent Iannantuono welcomed Mark Lefebvre, Principal of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic
Elementary School.

Principal Lefebvre introduced the St. Vincent de Paul School Improvement Team who showcased
the School.

Chairperson Burtnik thanked Principal Lefebvre and the Team for their presentation and their
dedication to the students of St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Elementary School.
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2. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of March 10, 2009
and Consideration of Recommendations                                                               

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting of March 10, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the
Committee of the Whole Meeting of March 10, 2009:

2.1 Pupil Accommodation Review - Senior Staff Follow-Up Report & Recommendations

Director Crocco presented the Pupil Accommodation Review - Senior Staff Follow-Up
Report & Recommendations.

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board in accordance with the Board
approved Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review Schedule for 2008-2009 the
Senior Staff Follow-Up Report and Recommendations on Pupil Accommodation
Review for Niagara Falls Elementary, St. Catharines Elementary and St.
Catharines Secondary, be received. 

THAT the following recommendations by Senior Staff as provided in the Senior Staff
Follow-Up Report and Recommendations on Pupil Accommodation Review for
Niagara Falls Elementary, St. Catharines Elementary and St. Catharines
Secondary be received and considered for approval  at the May 26th, 2009 Board
Meeting;

1. THAT, St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School be closed by September 2010 with
St. Joseph students relocated through the Attendance Area process to St. Mary,
St. Patrick and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools. 

2. THAT, no sooner than September 2012 and subject to Ministry of Education
funding and approval for a new school in the Warren Woods Estate and for an
addition and renovations to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Elementary
School, the closure    of St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School with the
students relocated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Elementary School.

3. THAT, over the next five years Senior Staff will monitor student population
growth, projections, location and accommodation data in the southern portion
of the City of Niagara Falls and if required, apply to the Ministry of Education
for capital funding  for a new elementary school in the Warren Woods Estate
of Niagara Falls. 

4. THAT, a Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Ad Hoc Attendance Area
Review Committee of the Board be established in September 2009 to review the
attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara
Falls. According to  the Board’s Attendance Area Policy 301.3, the mandate of
the committee will be to recommend to the Board stability within all
attendance areas while maximizing  facility utilization of all elementary and
secondary schools in Niagara Falls.

5. THAT, Senior Staff will continue to monitor the possibility of closing
Michael J. Brennan Catholic Elementary School and that Senior Staff will
bring a report to  the Board no later than September 2012.  
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6. THAT, Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School not be consolidated at this
time subject to the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review process and recommendations
and that Senior Staff continues to monitor enrolment and report back to the Board
no later than September 2012. 

7. THAT, no later than September 2012, the closure of St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary
School with students relocated through the Attendance Area process to Mother
Teresa, St. Alfred, St. Anthony, St. Christopher and St. Denis Catholic Elementary
Schools unless an approved joint venture is confirmed between the Niagara Catholic
District School Board and a coterminous District School Board, with the City of St.
Catharines to provide confirmed property in the downtown core, and the Ministry of
Education to provide confirmed funding and approval for a new downtown
elementary school. 

8. THAT, a St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review
Committee of the Board be established in September 2009 to review the attendance
boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in St. Catharines. According to
the Board’s Attendance Area Policy 301.3, the mandate of the committee will be to
recommend to the Board stability within all attendance areas while maximizing
facility utilization of all elementary and secondary schools in St. Catharines.

9. THAT, the Board maintains all three Catholic secondary schools in St. Catharines and
monitors the accommodation and utilization of all three Catholic secondary school
facilities over the next five years. 

10. THAT, Senior Staff will continue to apply to the Ministry of Education for additional
funding and to identify other sources of funding in order to provide facility plant
upgrades to St. Francis Catholic Secondary School.

11. THAT, Catholic Secondary Schools in St. Catharines will continue to have the
opportunity to implement specialized programs providing sufficient student
enrolment and Ministry of Education funding and approval.     

CARRIED

2.2 Financial Reports

2.2.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly
Banking Transactions for the month of February 2009, as presented for
information.

CARRIED

2.2.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of
Revenue and Expenditures as at February 28, 2009, as presented for
information.

CARRIED

3. Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of January 7, 2009

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special Education
Advisory Committee Meeting of January 7, 2009, as presented for information.

CARRIED
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4. Senior Staff Response to Correspondence Received Between February 10th, 2009 
and March 6th, 2009 as Provided in the Senior Staff Follow-up Report and Recommendations

 to the March 10th, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting                                                      

Director Crocco presented the Senior Staff Response to Correspondence Received Between February
10th, 2009 and March 6th, 2009 as Provided in the Senior Staff Follow-up Report and
Recommendations to the March 10th, 2009 Committee of the Whole Meeting.

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT in accordance with the Board approved Niagara Catholic Pupil Accommodation Review
Schedule for 2008-2009 the Senior Staff Response to Correspondence Received Between
February 10th, 2009 and March 6th, 2009  as provided in the Pupil Accommodation Review
for Niagara Falls Elementary, St. Catharines Elementary and St. Catharines Secondary,
be received by the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 

CARRIED

5. Extended Overnight Field Trip/Excursion/Exchange Trip Information

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the information report from the Extended Overnight Field
Trip, Excursion and Exchange Approval Committee.

6. 2009-2010 School Year Calendar

Director Crocco introduced the report on the 2009-2010 School Year Calendar.  Superintendent
Iannantuono presented information on the report stating that an extensive vetting process took
place in early February after which time the School Year Calendar was presented to the Board for
approval and forwarded to the Ministry of Education for approval.  After feedback from the Niagara
Catholic District School Board Community, Senior Staff proposed that the February 24, 2009 motion
be rescinded and that a recommendation be put forward to have the first day of school for
secondary and elementary students as Tuesday, September 8, 2009.  

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board rescind the February 24, 2009 Board approved
motion:

“THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Elementary and
Secondary School Calendar for the 2009-2010 school year.
THAT fiscal alignment with the Niagara Student Transportation Services be in place
as a condition of Board approval.

CARRIED

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Elementary and Secondary School
Calendar for the 2009-2010 school year, as presented on March 31, 2009, and

THAT fiscal alignment with the Niagara Student Transportation Services be in place as a
condition of Board approval.

CARRIED
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D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. Correspondence

1.1 Thank You Letters
- Sister Mary Kay Camp
- School Sisters of Notre Dame
- English Canadian Holy Cross Fathers 
- Holy Cross Fathers

1.2 OCSTA - Nominations for Regional Director Positions - 2009 AGM

Trustee Charbonneau nominated Chairperson Burtnik for the position of Regional
Director for OCSTA.

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board support the nomination of Kathy
Burtnik for the position of OCSTA Regional Director for Region 11.

CARRIED

2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended

Nil Report

3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action

3.1 Pupil Accommodation Review - Senior Staff Follow-Up Report & Recommendations

4. Trustee Information

4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - March 10, 2009

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - March 10, 2009, issue for
Trustees’ information.

4.2 Loretto Sisters 400th Anniversary Dinner

Director Crocco presented information on the Loretto Sisters 400th Anniversary Dinner.
Trustees were asked to notify Sherry Morena if they will be attending the Celebration.

4.3 Aboriginal Education Initiatives Information Sharing and Dinner Evening

Superintendent Baldasaro presented the information on the Aboriginal Education Initiatives
Information Sharing and Dinner Evening.  Trustees were asked to notify Sherry Morena if
they will be attending the event.

5. Open Question Period

None Submitted

E. NOTICES OF MOTION
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F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session.
CARRIED

The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting
at 8:30 p.m. and reconvened at 9:05 p.m.

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
Seconded by Trustee ScalZI

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motions from the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting of March 31, 2009.

CARRIED

SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of March February 24, 2009, as
presented.

CARRIED (Item F1)

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present
of March 10, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F2)

SECTION B: STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session
of the Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of February 24, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F4)

Moved by Trustee Crole
Seconded by Trustee Dekker

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded
of  March 10, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED (Item F5)
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The following motions were reported from the In Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole
Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of March 10, 2009:

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the appointments of
Sheri Bassett, Maria Solomon, Joe Tornabuono and Jackie Watson  to the
Elementary Vice-Principal Pool for a period of two years, effective March 31, 2009,
and
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve an extension for Carmen
Lucisano and Rosanne Sandel to the Elementary Vice-Principal Pool for an
additional period of two years effective, March 31, 2009.

CARRIED (Item F5.1.1)

Moved by Trustee Dekker
Seconded by Trustee Fera

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the appointment of
Andrew Bartley and Lou Stranges to the Secondary Vice-Principal Pool for a period
of two years, effective March 31, 2009.

CARRIED (Item F5.1.2)

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

J. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Fera
Seconded by Trustee Crole

THAT the March 31, 2009 meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be adjourned.
CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on March 31, 2009.

Approved on the 28th day of April 2009.

_________________________________ _________________________________
Kathy Burtnik John Crocco
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: SCHOOL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM
NOTRE DAME CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



                            Catholic School Profile
Notre Dame Catholic Elementary 

                                                                                                                               

                                                        

Director of Education 
John Crocco 

Superintendent of Education 
Frank Iannantuono 

Catholic Education Centre 
427 Rice Road 

Welland, Ontario 
L3C 7C1                      

905.735.0240                  
Fax 905.734.8828

Parish
 Father Hugh Gibson 

Our Lady of Scapular Church 
      6557 Thorold Stone Road 
          Niagara Falls, Ontario 
                905. 358.7611 

             
Board Mission 

“The Mission of the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board, 

as a Catholic Community of 
learners, is to ensure that all 

students develop the 
knowledge, skills and values to 
reach their full potential, with 
Christ as the Way, the Truth 

and the Light.” 

School Mission Statement  
“We create a Christ-Centered 

environment within which 
people will grow and learning 

will flourish.” 

School Motto or Theme 
“In the Pursuit of Excellence 
…There is no Finish Line.” 

Who We Are
In September of 1952, Notre Dame Elementary School opened its doors to answer the need for a Roman 
Catholic School in the Stamford area of Niagara Falls.  It consisted of only 2 classrooms; Grades 1 to 3 
taught by Mother Mary Judith Deek and Grades 4 to 7 taught by Sister Viola Ireland who was also the 
founding Principal. 
Following the first year in 1952, two more rooms were added in 1953 and another two in 1954.  The final 
amalgamation of the boards in Stamford took place January 1, 1959, and was then known as Stamford 
Roman Catholic Union Separate School Board.  The final addition took place in 1967, with the addition of 5 
more classrooms, a library and a gymnasium. 

Grades in the school:  JK to Grade 8 
Total enrolment:  220 students as of September 2008 
Our staff includes a Principal, 10 classroom teachers, 1 educational resource teacher, a .35  E.S.L. 
teacher,  1.54  French teachers, 1 library technician, 1 child and youth care worker  and 5  full time 
educational assistants, and 1 half time educational assistant. 
Our lives at school are further enriched through the involvement and support provided by the St. Paul 
Secondary School community – staff and students. 

Niagara Catholic District School Board                  October 2008 

What We Stand For 
Community Projects 
The Notre Dame Catholic Community is dedicated to the development of our students’ social conscience 
through our involvement in annual projects such as:      
                                                       

Holy Childhood Association          Eco Schools/Recycling 
Community Service Projects                        Jump Rope For Heart 
Terry Fox Walk  Kids Helping Kids 
United Way Drive  Heels for Haiti 
St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive  Altar Servers 
Christmas Toy Drive/Mitten Tree  Heart Healthy School
Think Fast  Staff Dress Down Days 
Pasta Night 

Special Activities / Programs 
Festival of the Arts/Kiwanis Festival      Art Gallery Productions 
Talent Show                          Theatre Groups 
Public Speaking  Science Fair/Historica 
Annual Christmas/Spring Drama Productions  School Wide Spirit Assemblies 
Weekly Mass Attendance   Student Council 
Roots of Empathy  PALS – Playground Activity Leaders
Chess, Scrabble, Scrapbooking Clubs                                 Student Council 
Brock University Faculty of Education Teacher Program 
Niagara Falls Family of Schools/Board Sports Events 

Ideals, Values and Commitments 

Each child is a gift from God and we cherish all our gifts. 
At Notre Dame Catholic School, the staff, students, parents and volunteers strive to work together to 
motivate every student to achieve his or her potential – spiritually, academically, physically, socially and 
emotionally – we nurture souls and build minds. 
Together with the family and the Church, the Notre Dame Catholic School Community will strive to 
stress the dignity and uniqueness of each child in a safe, nurturing environment. 

Principal 
Lorrie MacKenzie 
6559 Caswell Street 
Niagara Falls, ON  

 L2J 1C2  
905.358.3861  



            

      

How we are doing 
EQAO Primary Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board is celebrating student achievement after province-wide test results showed its Grade
3 students have exceeded the provincial averages in Reading, Writing and Mathematics, once again.  In May of 2008 the EQAO 
Primary Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics was administered across elementary schools in our board.    
Achievement is described in four levels, where Level 3 is the provincial standard.    The EQAO reported the results of school, 
board and provincial achievement by two methods:  Method 1 includes all Grade 3 students and Method 2 includes Grade 3 
students excluding students who were exempted or did not complete any work during the assessment.  The Niagara Catholic 
District School Board’s commitment to quality Catholic education and to the success and achievement of each individual child 
entrusted to its care was demonstrated by the fact that 98% of Grade 3 students participated in the Provincial Assessment 

Primary Assessment Results 
Reading  Level 3, 4 Method 1 Writing Level 3, 4 Method 1 Mathematics Level 3, 4 Method 1 
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     School Board Province      School Board Province      School Board Province 
Levels 3, 4

81% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 3, 4 in reading. 

69% of the students across the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board and   
61% across the province attained this 
level. 

Levels 2, 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 2, 3, 4 in 
reading. 
94% of the students across the 

  Niagara Catholic District School  
  Board    and 87% across the province   
attained this level. 

Levels 3, 4
81% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 3, 4 in 
writing. 
76% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and   66% across the province 
attained this level. 

Levels 2, 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 2, 3, 4 in 
writing. 
99% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and 95% across the province 
attained this level. 

Levels 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 3, 4 in 
mathematics. 
75% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and   68% across the province 
attained this level. 

Levels 2, 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 2, 3, 4 in 
mathematics. 
97% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and 93% across the province 
attained this level. 
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How we are doing 
EQAO Junior Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board is celebrating student achievement after province-wide test results showed its Grade
6 students have exceeded the provincial averages in Reading, Writing and Mathematics, once again.  In May of 2008 the EQAO 
Junior Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics was administered across elementary schools in our board.    
Achievement is described in four levels where Level 3 is the provincial standard.    The EQAO reported the results of school, 
board and provincial achievement by two methods:  Method 1 includes all Grade 6 students and Method 2 includes Grade 6 
students excluding students who were exempted or did not complete any work during the assessment.  The Niagara Catholic 
District School Board’s commitment to quality Catholic education and to the success and achievement of each individual child 
entrusted to its care was demonstrated by the fact that 98% of Grade 6 students participated in the Provincial Assessment 

Junior Assessment Results 
Reading  Level 3, 4 Method 1 Writing Level 3, 4 Method 1 Mathematics Level 3, 4 Method 1 
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     School Board Province      School Board Province      School Board Province 
Levels 3, 4

79% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 3, 4 in reading. 

71% of the students across the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board and   
66% across the province attained this 
level. 

Levels 2, 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 2, 3, 4 in 
reading. 
95% of the students across the 

   Niagara Catholic District School 
   Board and 90% across the province   
attained this level. 

Levels 3, 4
83% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 3, 4 in 
writing. 
73% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and   67% across the province 
attained this level. 

Levels 2, 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 2, 3, 4 in 
writing. 
98% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and 95% across the province 
attained this level. 

Levels 3, 4
79% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 3, 4 in 
mathematics. 
69% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and 61% across the province 
attained this level. 

Levels 2, 3, 4
100% of all students at Notre Dame 
School achieved levels 2, 3, 4 in 
mathematics. 
95% of the students across the 
Niagara Catholic District School 
Board and 90% across the province 
attained this level. 
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School Improvement 2008 - 2009
The Niagara Catholic District School Board Improvement Plan and individual School Improvement Plans will set SMART Goals 
as a means to continuous improvement. Each school’s plan will include SMART goals on Faith Formation, EQAO targets, Safe 
Schools, and an additional two goals that are school specific. 

Our Improvement Plans are dynamic in that they will be closely monitored by both Board and School Improvement Planning 
Teams, along with Senior Administration, throughout the school year.  If required, adjustments will be made to the individual 
plans to reflect the needs of our students and school communities. 

SMART stands for goals that are S – Specific, M – Measurable, A – Attainable, R – Relevant, T – Time Based.

School Goals

Our Catholic Identity 
The mission of the Niagara Catholic District School Board as a Catholic community of school learners is to ensure that all 
students develop the knowledge, skills, and values to reach their full potential, with Christ as the Way, the Truth, and the Light. 
Our School Improvement plan is to provide 100% of staff the opportunity to participate in Faith Formation activities by May 
2009. 

Curriculum
Our goal is to sustain literacy and numeracy initiatives which have focused on improving student success in all subject areas.  The 
first SMART Goal is to have all classrooms display examples of literacy work at different levels of achievement so that students
can self-assess their work by May 2009. 

The second SMART Goal is to have all classrooms develop and implement Math centres once per week so that students learn 
mathematics through problem-solving based lessons by May 2009. 

EQAO 

In line with improving our EQAO scores the school will focus to have 75% of students apply the 3 prong approach to answering 
open ended questions with a focus on the content area  in written format to a level 3 result by the end of May 2009. 

School Climate 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board and its schools will strive to maintain safe and secure learning environments for 
students, staff and community members involved in school programs through our Safe Schools initiative – ‘Safe, Strong and 
Free.” Our goal is to foster increased respect, tolerance, responsibility and civility, which support the mission of Catholic 
education in our schools.  We strive to create a proactive atmosphere of mutual respect, dignity and trust.  
To this end our SMART Goal will be to have 100% of staff be aware of and implement the school’s Anti-Bullying Code – “Safe, 
Strong, and Free” by May 2009.  The successful achievement of these goals will involve the focused collaborative effort of staff, 
families, parish members and the larger community. 



C2

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
OF APRIL 14, 2009

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes
of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of April 14, 2009, as presented.

The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration
from the Committee of the Whole Meeting of April 14, 2009.

2.1 Financial Reports

2.1.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly
Banking Transactions for the month of March 2009, as presented for
information.

2.1.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at March 31, 2009, as
presented for information.



MINUTES OF THE
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2009
                                           

Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held
on Tuesday, April 14, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic
Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Fera.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Charbonneau.

2. Roll Call

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro

Kathy Burtnik

Maurice Charbonneau

Gary Crole

John Dekker

Frank Fera

Ed Nieuwesteeg

Tony Scalzi

Student Trustees

Ashley McGuire

Christina Volpini

The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Rob Ciarlo, Yolanda Baldasaro, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Christine Graham,
Program Officer - Curriculum; Marcel Jacques, Program Officer - Student Support Services;
James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services and
Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary
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3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
of April 14, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda.

5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of March 10, 2009

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole
Meeting of March 10, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

B. PRESENTATIONS

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Policy Committee

1.1 Unapproved Minutes
Policy Committee Meeting - April 8, 2009

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the Committee of the Whole receive the unapproved Minutes of the Policy
Committee Meeting of April 8, 2009, as presented.

CARRIED

1.2 Policy Development Update

Director Crocco presented the Policy Development Update, and highlighted a few of the
policies being developed along with the anticipated timelines.  He informed Trustees that
Senior Staff has begun the process of a cyclical review of all policies and administrative
guidelines. Three polices and administrative guidelines are currently being vetted with
feedback to be presented at the May 25, 2009 Policy Committee Meeting.

Director Crocco spoke to the new “Safe Physical Intervention with Students Policy” being
developed to comply with Government regulations with an expected implementation date
of January 1, 2010.  Also being developed are the “Self-Identification of Aboriginal
Students Policy” and “Accessible Customer Service Policy” with Superintendent Forsyth-
Sells as the lead.  The “Conflict of Interest for Employees Policy” and “Code of Conduct -
Trustees Policy” will be submitted to the Policy Committee in the Fall of 2009 pending
finalization of the Minister's review of the Governance Review Committee
recommendations to ensure Board compliance.

2. Gifted Elementary Education Modules 2008-2009 - Student Support Services

Superintendent of Education Forsyth-Sells welcomed Marcel Jacques, Program Officer–Student
Support Services, and David O’Rourke, Coordinator Student Support Services, who presented the
report on the Gifted Elementary Education Modules 2008-2009 Student Support Services.  The
Trustees were presented with a  brief cartoon video and music video prepared by students in the
gifted modules.
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3. Reading Recovery in Niagara Catholic

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education, introduced Christine Graham, Program Officer:
Curriculum, who presented background information on the Reading Recovery in Niagara Catholic
program.  Jill Ferneyhough, Reading Recovery Teacher/Leader, elaborated on the various aspects
of the Program and spoke of the many positive results.  The Presenters provided the favorable
EQOA Literacy results from students within the Program.  Trustees asked questions of staff and
expressed their support for implementing the Reading Recovery Program in all of the Board's
schools.

4. Primary Class Size Capital Projects

James Woods, Controller of Plant Services, presented the report on Primary Class Size Capital
Projects.

5. Extended Overnight Field Trip/Excursion/Exchange Trip Approvals 2008-2009

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the information report from the Extended Overnight Field
Trip, Excursion and Exchange Approval Committee.

6. Catholic Education Week 2009

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, presented the report on Catholic Education Week
2009.

7. Staff Development Department Professional Development Opportunities

Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development, presented the report on the Staff
Development Department Professional Development Opportunities for information.

8. Financial Reports

8.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District
School Board receive the Monthly Banking Transactions for the month of March 2009,
as presented for information.

CARRIED

8.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District
School Board receive the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at March 31,
2009, as presented for information.

CARRIED

9. Monthly Updates

9.1 Capital Projects Progress Report 

Controller of Plant Woods presented the Capital Projects Update was for information.
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9.2 Student Trustees’ Update

Ashley McGuire, Student Trustee, gave a brief verbal update on the activities of the
Student Senate.

9.3 Family of Schools Superintendents’ Monthly Update

The Family of Schools Superintendents gave brief verbal reports highlighting the activities
in their schools.

Superintendent Baldasaro 
• St. Elizabeth Catholic Elementary School - Toyota Evergreen Learning Grounds Project

and TD Friends of the Environment have each offered $1950 for tour ECO Greening
projects.

• St. Ann Catholic Elementary School in Fenwick won the Standard Trophy for Outstanding
Representation for the Junior Division of the Niagara Regional Science Fair, with a
Grade 2 student winning 2nd place for the Junior Division.

Superintendent Ciarlo
• Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School in Grimsby donated 2245 can goods to

the Grimsby Benevolent Fund to assist community members in need.

Superintendent Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells
• Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School - In recognition of a partnership between Holy

Cross and Community Care, Nancy Cookson, Hairstyling teacher, will be given an award
at the Community Care Dinner Celebration.  Ms. Cookson will be participating in the
“Wigs for Kids” project with her Hairstyling students which helps children who have
experienced hair loss as a result of medical circumstances.

• Denis Morris Catholic High School - Denis Morris’ play, entitled  “ Stroke Static” won the
award for the “ Best Experimental Play” at the Sears Drama Festival.  Student John
Petrowski won the Award of Excellence for his portrayal of Russell Albert, and the Denis
Morris Tech Crew also received an award.  Denis Morris will be competing in the
Regional Festival in Brantford.

• Fifteen Denis Morris Catholic High School students are currently working in Guatemala
on the “Wells of Hope “ project with Ted Vanderzalm and his family.

Superintendent Iannantuono
• Niagara Catholic District School Board 6th Annual Technology Skills Competition -

Approximately 300 students qualified to represent their schools in the 16 different areas
of the Competition. Winners will advance to either a qualifying round taking place at
Niagara College or advance directly to the Provincial Competitions.  Winners of the
Provincial level will advance to the Nationals.

• Denis Morris Catholic High School - The Voltage Robotics Team competed in their first
ever Robotics Challenge at the Greater Toronto Regional Event.  The 3 day event
included practice sessions, qualifying , and elimination rounds.  The Team finished the
qualifying round with a commendable ranking of 14th out 59 teams.  The Team received
the Rookie Inspiration Award and Top Seeded Rookie Award.

• Transportation Technology Race Car Project - Students from Notre Dame College School
and Lakeshore Catholic High School built a “Pure Stock” race car from a donated
vehicle, which will compete at this year’s Humberstone Speedway season.  Niagara
Catholic’s stock car was displayed at both the Niagara Square and Seaway Mall, at which
it received recognition as the “Best Appearing Car”.
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D. INFORMATION

1. Trustee Information

1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - March 31, 2009

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - March 31, 2009 issue for
Trustees’ information.

1.2 Volunteer Breakfast - April 20, 2009

Director Crocco presented information on the Volunteer Breakfast.

1.3 Graduation Celebration - Class of 2009 - Thursday, May 14, 2009

Director Crocco presented information on the Graduation Celebration - Class of 2009.

1.4 System Faith Day - Friday, May 15, 2009

Director Crocco presented information on the System Faith Day.

1.5 Calendar of Events

Director Crocco presented the Calendar of Events to Trustees stating that this item will be
included in all future agendas, to keep Trustees apprised of upcoming events.

E. OTHER BUSINESS

1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action

1.1 Pupil Accommodation Review - Senior Staff Follow-Up Report & Recommendations

1.2 Special Committee of the Whole Meeting - May 26, 2009 - 6:30 p.m.

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session.

CARRIED

The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 8:50 p.m. and
reconvened at 9:55 p.m.

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION

Moved by Trustee Dekker
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of April 14, 2009.

CARRIED
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SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT

Moved by Trustee Burtnik
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on March 10, 2009,
as presented.

CARRIED (Item F1)

SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on March 10, 2009,
as presented.

CARRIED (Item F3)

H. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the April 14, 2009, Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on April
14, 2009.

Approved on the 12th day of May 2009.

______________________________ ______________________________
Frank Fera John Crocco
Vice-Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer



 C2.1.1

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS
MARCH 2009

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly Banking
Transactions for the month of March 2009, as presented for information.

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: April 28, 2009



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

APRIL 14, 2009 
 

MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH, 2009 

 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose the 
Monthly Banking Transactions for the month of March, 2009 for the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board. (See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a monthly list of payments is available in the Trustee Lounge for the trustees to 
review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the Report on the Monthly Banking Transactions for the month of  March, 2009 
as presented. 

 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: April 14, 2009 





  C2.1.2

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
MARCH 31, 2009

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of Revenue
and Expenditures as at March 31, 2009, as presented for information. 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: April 28, 2009



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 APRIL 14, 2009 
 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
AS AT MARCH 31, 2009 

 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose 
the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at March 31, 2009 for the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board. (See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a copy of the Financial Statements is available in the Trustee Lounge 
for the trustees to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the Report on the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at March  31, 2009 
as presented. 
 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date:  April 14, 2009 
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF MARCH 4, 2009

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of March 4, 2009, as presented for
information.

Prepared by: Special Education Advisory Committee

Date: April 28, 2009



 
 
 

NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF MARCH 4, 2009 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE   

  
 

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Carole Fuhrer   Learning Disabilities Association 
Anna Racine   The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario 
Kathy Ryan   Autism Ontario 
Lilly Iuliano   Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) 
Connie Parry  Association for Bright Children 
Heather Schneider  Community Living – Welland/Pelham 
Frank Fera   Trustee 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION/RESOURCE PRESENT: 
 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells  Superintendent of Education  
Marcel Jacques   Program Officer – Student Support Services 
Amanda Cybula Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – North Team  
Ken Griepsma Vice Principal - Secondary 
Theresa Murphy  Principal – Elementary 
 
 
REGRETS: 
 
Sarina Labonte Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln 
Carla Bianco Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – South Team 
Gary Crole   Trustee 
Kim Rosati   VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children 
 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: 
 
Tina DiFrancesco   Recording Secretary 
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1. CALL TO ORDER   
     

Carole Fuhrer, Chair, called the meeting to order and Anna Racine led the members in prayer. 
 
 

2. ROLL CALL                                                                                                                        
 
Members, who had sent regrets or were absent, were noted. Carole Fuhrer reminded the SEAC 
members to forward regrets to the Chair as well as Tina DiFrancesco (Recording Secretary). 

 
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF MARCH 4, 2009. 
 

Moved by Anna Racine 
Seconded by Kathy Ryan 
 
That the Agenda at the Meeting of March 4, 2009 be approved. 
 
Carried 
 
Anna Racine will Chair the April 1st meeting. 

                 
                               
4. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

Nil. 
 
 

5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JANUARY 7,  
 2009. 
 

Moved by Anna Racine 
Seconded by Connie Parry 
 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of January 7, 2009 be approved. 
 
Carried 
 
There was no quorum for the Meeting of February 4, 2009. 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 



 3

 
 
 
 
6. VISIONING 

 
6.1 Goals and Vision for 2009  - Work Plan Review 

 
Carole Fuhrer handed out the revised Work Plan review to members of the SEAC.  See 
attached report. 
 
Approval of the Work Plan Review as presented. 
 
Moved by Anna Racine 
Seconded by Connie Parry 
 
That the Work Plan Review be approved as presented. 
 
Carried 

 
 

Committee Development  
 
Anna Racine opened the discussion regarding increasing the SEAC membership.  
Various community partners and agencies were discussed, including the Niagara 
Regional Police, NCYS, and Faith Community.  It was suggested that the Chair and Lee 
Ann Forsyth-Sells develop a letter to extend an invitation to various agencies and 
community partners within the Niagara Region.  Connie Parry reminded the SEAC that 
the letter is an invitation to the table and must be approved by the Board of Trustees. 
 
Discussion about the orientation package occurred and Tina DiFrancesco has been asked 
to compile the information into an orientation package that can be presented to new 
members of the SEAC. That package will not include the past chair position, but will 
include acronyms that will be provided by Amanda Cybula. 

 
 
7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JANUARY 7, 2009 
 
 

7.1 Learner Advocacy  
       
   

7.2 Parent Outreach  
 

 
7.3 Program and Service Recommendations  
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7.4 Special Education Budget  
 
 

7.5 Annual Review – Special Education Plan – Feedback Update 
 

Marcel Jacques advised the SEAC members of the new dates his committee will meet to 
review the Special Education Plan.  The dates include:  March 31st 10:00am-12:00pm, 
April 2nd 9:00am-11:00am and April 7th 1:00pm – 3:00pm.  All meetings will take place 
at the CEC and the SEAC members are invited to attend, but are asked to inform the 
Chair and Tina DiFrancesco of their attendance.  Any suggestions should be forwarded to 
Marcel Jacques no later than May 6th, 2009.  The SEAC brochures will be provided at the 
April 1st SEAC meeting for their review. 

 
 

7.6 Other related items -  Report Protocol – Deferred to a future meeting 
 

 
8. PRESENTATIONS 

 
   

8.1 VOICE – Kim Rosati – Deferred to a future meeting 
 

 
 
9. AGENCY REPORTS       

 
 

9.1 VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 No Report 
 
 

9.2 Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Lilly Iuliano 
 

 No Report 
 
 

9.3 Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 
 

 A Home Décor and Body Show is being held on April 4th, 2009 at 535 Sutherland in 
Welland from 10:00am to 3:00pm.  The cost is $2.00 per person.  The event will include 
many vendors. 

 Community Living is selling cookbooks costing $10.00 each. 
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9.4 Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 Connie Parry spoke about ABC’s response to a MacLean’s magazine article regarding 
“No Room for Gifted Kids” and a Ministry of Education letter regarding Sample IEP for 
gifted elementary student KKK posted January 29, 2009.  See attached reports. 

 
 

9.5 Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara – Carole Fuhrer 
       

 Carole Fuhrer reported that she had attended a workshop focused on Social Innovation 
and found it to be very informative.  The non-profit sector, like most others, is feeling the 
effects of the economic downturn and as a result, agencies need to combine their strategic 
directions with innovative approaches to problem solving.  Carole Fuhrer is willing to 
share the publications she has received with the SEAC members. 

 
 

9.6 Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln(G/L/WL) – Sarina 
Labonte 

 
 No Report 

 
 

9.7 Autism Ontario – Kathy Ryan 
 

 Autism Ontario is contacting schools to participate in the 2009 Together for Autism 
campaign.  This is a school based initiative to increase awareness of the challenges faced 
by students with autism and raise funds for research and local programs.  Schools can 
register online at www.togetherforautism.ca where they can order free resources 
including their choice of one of five educational DVD’s oriented toward different aged 
children.  Promotion and lesson plans also are on the website.  Schools may register for 
awareness and fundraising or awareness alone. 

 
 

9.8 The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 The local group is having their annual March break get together for all families.   
Activities will include bowling as well as a family dinner.     
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10.  STAFF REPORTS 
 

10.1 Amanda Cybula – Vice-Principal Student Support Services –Team North 
 

 Amanda Cybula handed out and presented the SEAC PowerPoint.  She invited feedback 
and suggested that this PowerPoint could be used for other in-services in the region.  
Amanda Cybula and Anna Racine will present this PowerPoint at the Regional School 
Council meeting on March 5, 2009.  Amanda Cybula presented this to the Learning 
Disabilities Association on March 2, 2009. See attached report.   

 The SEAC was informed that a pilot structured teaching program is taking place at eight 
elementary schools between now and the end of the school year. 

 Dr. McKinley presented the “Leaky Breaks” workshop to the Educational Resource 
Teachers at the February 24th meeting.  Student Support Services’ staff is looking at 
further workshops by Dr. McKinley in the future. 

 The SEAC has been informed that the IEP data engine has been modified to eliminate the 
duplication of the assessment component of the alternative program report. 

 
 

10.2 Carla Bianco – Vice-Principal Student Support Services-Team South  
 

 No Report  
 

        
10.3 Theresa Murphy – Principal, Elementary 
 

 Kindergarten registration and Open House during the month of February was successful 
across all areas.  A highlight was the Open House that was held on February 10th.  It was 
well received by parents and staff.  The Open House was a new feature to the registration 
process this year and it gave our parents a chance to come into our schools throughout the 
day until seven o’clock in the evening to have a tour, meet with the staff, and begin that 
important relationship as their child begins their journey in Catholic education.  Another 
important feature of Kindergarten registration that relates specifically to our students with 
special needs is the transition meeting that is set up between the daycare facility and the 
school to support a smooth transition into our school for September.   It allows everyone 
the chance to talk about strengths, needs, and best practises. 

 At the other end of the spectrum, our Grade 8 transition meetings which begin to take 
place around this time of year are also a critical piece to student transition from 
elementary to secondary school.  These meetings represent a strong partnership and give 
our Educational Resource Teachers, regular classroom teachers, administrators and 
parents a chance to discuss expectations and best practises so that we are all working on a 
smooth and successful transition into high school. 
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10.4 Ken Griepsma – Vice-Principal, Secondary 
 

 Semester two is underway and our Special Needs students are beginning and/or 
continuing their co-operative education placements. Our students continue to gain access 
to worthwhile experiences. 

 IEPs will be sent home prior to the March Break for parent input.  IPRC’s are underway 
at the various Catholic secondary schools. 

 The Special Needs Valentines’ Day Semi-Formal at St. Michael Catholic Secondary 
School was a huge success.  A great time and great food were enjoyed by students and 
staff.  Next up will be the Holy Cross Invitational Beach Volleyball Tournament for 
Special Needs on April 3rd, 2009. 

 Students who will be participating in the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test have 
been busy practicing the test.  Students will be writing the test on April 2nd, 2009. 

 Peer tutoring classes are in full swing at our various high schools with many students 
acting as peer tutors in the courses chosen by students in the General Skills and 
Supported Learning classes.  Our peer tutors are expressing a great deal of fulfillment in 
assisting students with special needs. 

 Teachers from the various Catholic secondary school Resource departments have been 
working on integration plans for next year’s grade 9 students.  Representatives from 
Resource will be visiting the various elementary schools over the next couple of months 
to discuss the needs of the various students for next year.  Particular attention will be paid 
to the requirements for students with special needs. 

      
 

10.5 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells – Superintendent of Education 
 

 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells presented the School Board Special Education Program and 
Financial Review to the SEAC members.  There was a brief discussion among the SEAC 
members and Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells informed them that she is presenting this report to 
the Board of Trustees and to the Principals the week of March 9th, 2009. 

 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells handed out two letters from the Down Syndrome Association as 
well as the February issue of Spotlight on Niagara.  See attached reports. 

 
 
 

10.6 Marcel Jacques – Program Officer  
 

 Marcel Jacques updated the SEAC on PPM 140 informing them that a Special 
Assignment Teacher – ASD has been hired and that an Applied Behaviour Analysis 
(ABA) Supervisor position has been posted.  The additional staff will ensure a smooth 
transition of students from outside agencies to the school board and will enhance 
professional development around ABA in the schools. 
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11.   TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

11.1 Gary Crole 
 

 No Report  
 
 

11.2 Frank Fera 
 

 Frank Fera informed the SEAC members that the Board is currently looking at school 
closures and boundary changes.  In addition, senior staff and trustees are reviewing the 
2009-2010 budget. 

 At the February 24th Board meeting, Bishop Wingle blessed the various meeting rooms 
within the CEC. 

 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS  
 

12.1  Learner Advocacy  
 
 

12.2  Parent Outreach – IEP Survey 
 

 Marcel Jacques informed the SEAC that the survey will be sent home with the IEP’s 
within the next few weeks.   

 
 
  Web page Review – RE:  Exceptionalities  
 

 Marcel Jacques advised the SEAC that the Board’s web page will be updated to include 
all exceptionalities. 

 
12.3  Program and Service Recommendations  

                                               
 

12.4  Special Education Budget  
 

 The Chair presented three budget recommendations to the SEAC for discussion.  At this 
time it was decided by the SEAC that these recommendations would not be required and 
members were asked to reconsider any other recommendations for the April 1st meeting.  
See attached report. 

 Connie Parry suggested that a letter be written to the Ministry of Education regarding 
funding deficits.  Connie Parry was asked to bring a draft letter to the next SEAC meeting 
to be discussed and then forwarded to the Board of trustees for their approval.  In 
addition, Connie Parry recommended that a letter be drafted to the Local Health Network 
referencing the School Board Special Education Program and Financial Review. 
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12.5  Annual Review, Special Education Plan  
 

  
12.6  Other Related Items  

 
 
 
13. AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION for FUTURE MEETINGS 
  

a. April:  Budget Presentation, Motions Research Update, ONSIS Report Update 
  

. 
14. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
 
15. ITEMS DISTRIBUTED 
  
 a) Special Education Advisory Committee Proposed Goals/Objectives for 2008 and 2009 School  
        Year 
 b) SEAC PowerPoint Presentation     
 c) School Board Special Education Program and Financial Review  
 d) Down Syndrome Association Letters 
 e) SEAC Budget Discussion – March 2009 
 f) Spotlight on Niagara 
                
  
16. NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the SEAC will be held on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland. 
 

 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Anna Racine 
Seconded by Lilly Iuliano 
 
That the meeting adjourn at 9:30pm 
 
Carried 

 
   
  



C4

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: REVISED STUDENT TRANSPORTATION POLICY (#500.2)

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the revised
Transportation Policy, as presented

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: April 28, 2009



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

APRIL 28, 2009 
 

REPORT ON REVISED TRANSPORTATION POLICY 

 
DIRECTION FROM POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
The Revised Transportation Policy was presented to the Policy Committee meeting of April 8, 2009.  The Policy 
Committee agreed that the revised Transportation Policy would be presented directly to the April Board Meeting 
because of the time that would be required to effect the required changes in student transportation for September 
2009, should be revised policy be approved by the Board.  It was also agreed that the revised policy would undergo 
a limited vetting process.  The vetting took place from April 4th – 22nd throughout the system, with no further input 
received. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In 2006, the Ministry of Education requested that all school boards establish a Transportation Consortium with their 
coterminous boards, in order to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Improve the capacity to deliver safe, effective and efficient student transportation services 
2. Achieve greater equity in funding allocations for all school boards 
3. Reduce the administrative costs related to transportation  
4. Allow school boards to focus on student learning and achievement. 

 
The Ministry informed all school boards that an Efficiency and Effectiveness (E & E) Review Team would evaluate 
the operations of each consortium every three years.  After each E&E Review, the Ministry will rate each 
consortium on a scale of zero to one hundred percent, as follows: 
 A high ranking will reduce the transportation deficit  by 100% 
 A moderate-high ranking will reduce the transportation deficit by 90% 
 A moderate ranking will reduce the transportation deficit by 60% 
 A moderate-low ranking will reduce the transportation deficit by 30% 
 A low ranking will reduce the transportation deficit by 0% to 30% 

 
Based on the rating received by the consortium, the Ministry will approve a proportional reduction of the 
transportation deficit of the participating boards. 
 
In November 2006, the District School Board of Niagara (DSBN) and the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
(Niagara Catholic) established the Niagara Student Transportation Services (NSTS) Consortium with the mandate to 
provide safe, efficient and effective student transportation services.  The Ministry has determined that NSTS will be 
reviewed by the Efficiency and Effectiveness (E&E) Review Team in October 2009.   
 
In October 2008, the Ministry Capacity Building Team visited the NSTS Consortium, in order to provide NSTS 
Staff with valuable information that can be used to prepare for the E&E Review.  After the Capacity Building visit, 
the Ministry of Education issued a report and made recommendations that are designed to improve the efficient and 
effective administration and operations of the consortium.  
 
It is important to note that the report included a recommendation regarding the need to develop of a harmonized 
Transportation Policy, in order to enable NSTS to provide transportation services on a single entity basis.  
 



 
Report to the Board 
Revised Transportation Policy – Page 2 
 
At the present time, the Transportation Policies of Niagara Catholic and DSBN are similar.  However, they use 
slightly different phraseology and they have different walking distances for elementary students in Grade 1 to 8, as 
follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A survey of the walking distances approved by other schools boards indicates that the majority of school boards 
use a walking distance of 1.6 km for elementary students in Grades 1 to 8. 
 
NSTS has completed a review of the impact of changing the walking distance from 1.5 km to 1.6 km for the 
elementary students of Niagara Catholic.  Based on recognized hazard areas and logical cut-off points, NSTS 
identified the students who are currently eligible for transportation under the 1.5 km distance and who would not 
be eligible under the 1.6 km distance. 
 
The review indicated that approximately 100 students would be deemed not eligible for transportation, if Niagara 
Catholic changed the Grade 1-8 eligibility criteria from 1.5 km to 1.6 km. 
 
It is important to note that, by harmonizing the current Transportation Policies into one single Transportation 
Policy, NSTS is expected to receive a higher rating by the E & E Review Team, which could result in additional 
revenue for the Board. 
 
We recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the proposed revised Transportation 
Policy, which is the same as the policy that will be recommended for approval to the District School Board of 
Niagara.  At this time, no changes to the Administrative Guidelines are being recommended. 
 
For the review of the Trustees, we are pleased to provide the following information: 
 
Appendix A 

A copy of the proposed revised Transportation Policy and a copy of the current Transportation Policy 
approved by the Board. 

Appendix B 
A schedule, which indicates the number of students who will be affected by changing the walking 
distance from 1.5 km to 1.6 km for the elementary students of Niagara Catholic. 

Appendix C 
A copy of the report from the Ministry of Education outlining the results of the Capacity Building Visit to 
NSTS. 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the revised Transportation Policy, as presented. 

 

 
Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by:  Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: April 14, 2009 

Grades DSBN (km) Niagara Catholic B (km) 

JK – SK 0.80 0.80 

1-8 1.60 1.50 

9-12 2.50 2.50 



Appendix A 
 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
STUDENT TRANSPORTATION POLICY 

Adopted: March 27, 2007  
Revised: 

Policy No. 500.2

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
In accordance with the Education Act, school boards may provide home-to-school or 
school-to-school transportation to their students who are within the Board’s jurisdiction or 
control.  In all cases (other than those situations specified in the Education Act), 
transportation is a privilege, not a right, and it may be withdrawn at any time.   

Eligibility 
1. Transportation may be provided for elementary and secondary school students when 

the walking distance from the student's residence to their home school is equal to or 
greater than the distance listed below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. All distances referenced shall be the shortest walking route, measured from the point 

at which the laneway or driveway of the student’s residence joins the roadway to the 
nearest roadway or pathway/sidewalk entrance to the school property. 

 
3. The distance from a student’s residence to the bus pickup or discharge location shall 

not exceed the transportation eligibility distances. 
 
4. Where a student encounters safety hazards on his/her walk to school, consideration 

may be given to providing appropriate transportation for the student. 
 
5. Transportation may be provided to students with exceptional needs, with the 

approval from the authorized department. 
 

6. Transportation may be provided to students, who attend a school other than their 
home school for approved program attendance, with the approval from the 
authorized department. 
 

7. Every effort will be made to keep student transportation time from home to school at 
a reasonable level.  Whenever possible and practical, the transportation time is not 
expected to exceed one hour. 

 
The Director of Education, in consultation with the Niagara Student Transportation 
Services (NSTS) Consortium, will issue Administrative Guidelines in conjunction with this 
policy. 
 
 
Reference: 
Education Act. R.S.). 1990, c.E.2 S.190 

GRADE LEVEL KILOMETRES 

Junior Kindergarten - Senior Kindergarten  .80 
Grades 1- 8 1.60 
Grades 9 – 12 2.50 
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: NIAGARA CATHOLIC SYSTEM PRIORITIES – 2009-2010

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic
System Priorities – 2009-2010, as presented. 

Prepared by: Administrative Council

Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: April 28, 2009



 

 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
APRIL 28, 2009 

 
NIAGARA CATHOLIC SYSTEM PRIORITIES – 2009-2010  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
As part of the transition towards a Niagara Catholic Vision 2020 Strategic Plan, the Niagara Catholic System 
Priorities 2009-2010 are presented for the Board’s consideration. (Appendix A) 
 
The Niagara Catholic System Priorities 2009-2010 further develops the previously submitted Budget 
Objectives into four main priorities for the 2009-2010 academic year. Provided within each of the four 
priorities are specific indicators which are intended to provide the framework to measure the achievement of 
the priority.   
 
Over the past number of months, Administrative Council has refined the priorities and indicators following 
discussions with department staff at the Catholic Education Centre and with Principals at Director’s 
Meetings.  
 
Once approved by the Board, a copy of the Niagara Catholic System Priorities 2009-2010 will be sent to all 
Principals, Bishop James Wingle, Catholic School Council Chairs, Regional Catholic School Council / PIC 
and SEAC. A copy will also be placed on the Board’s website 
 
2009-2010 Niagara Catholic Budget  
Recently, information has been provided to District School Boards from the Ministry of Education on Grants 
for Student Needs (GSN’s) for 2009-2010 through Business Memorandums and presentations to Directors of 
Education and Senior Board Staff. Over the next few weeks, the Ministry of Education will host regional 
technical meetings for Superintendents of Business and Financial Services to provide additional details on 
the transfer of funds for District School Board Budgets for 2009-2010.  
 
With the approval of the Niagara Catholic System Priorities 2009-2010, Administrative Council will 
continue its deliberations towards the submission of a 2009-2010 Niagara Catholic Budget. The proposed 
timelines for the submission of the 2009-2010 Niagara Catholic Budget are provided in Appendix B.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Niagara Catholic System 
Priorities 2009-2010, as presented.  

 

Presented by: Administrative Council 
Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: April 28, 2009 



  
 
 

Appendix A 

 
 

Niagara Catholic System Priorities – 2009-2010 
 
 

Nurturing our Distinctive Catholic Education 
 
 To design a Board approved Niagara Catholic Vision 2020 Strategic Plan to continue to 

build public confidence in Catholic education.  
 

 To enhance our distinctive Catholic educational system by designing and implementing a 
Niagara Catholic Faith Formation program to ensure that the Board’s Vision 2020 Strategic 
Plan is modeled and integrated into programs and services by academic and support staff for 
students, parents and the community served by the Board.    

 
 
Improving Student Achievement  
 
 To reduce the gap in student achievement by focusing on increasing Niagara Catholic’s "16 

by 16" achievement level an average of 3% and the Board graduation rate an average of 2% 
by June 2010. 
 

 To improve student achievement by focusing on increasing Niagara Catholic’s EQAO 
scores and the OSSLT achievement results an average of 2% by June 2010. 
 

 To develop a Niagara Catholic Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting K-12 Document that 
will complement and comply with the Ministry of Education Assessment, Evaluation and 
Reporting Policy by June 2010.  
 

 To sustain literacy and numeracy initiatives and implement programs to improve student 
achievement and pathway success, Kindergarten to Graduation, as outlined in Board and 
School Improvement Plans.  

 
 
Building Capacity with Trustees, Administrators, Staff and Parents 
 
 To ensure that elementary and secondary administrative, academic and support staff implement  

the new Ministry of Education document, Learning For All by June 2010 to improve overall 
student achievement for all students.  
 

 To support staff in implementing the expectations of the Ministry of Education and Board 
Eco School Program in all Board facilities. The Plant and Program Departments will 
monitor the progress throughout 2009-2010. 

 



  
2 

 
Building Capacity with Trustees, Administrators, Staff and Parents - continued 
 
 To design Performance Appraisal instruments for Educational Assistants, Child Youth 

Workers, Secretaries, Custodians and Cleaners by January 2010 and complete in-servicing 
of supervisory staff on utilizing the new performance appraisal instruments by June 2010. 

 
 To provide all employee groups with authentic professional development related to specific 

job classes as recommended by supervisory personnel. 
 
 To build capacity with Trustees, administrators, staff and parents by providing information 

and opportunities for dialogue on Catholic education. 
 
 
Improve Efficiencies in the Structure and Operations of the System to Maximize Performance 
  
 To have all Job Descriptions for Unionized and Non-Unionized job classes reviewed, 

revised and approved by Administrative Council by June 2010. 
 

 To implement software designed to track Tangible Capital Assets, in order to facilitate 
PSAB Financial Reporting Standards by June 2010. 
 

 To increase the participation and involvement in the Niagara Public Purchasing Committee 
(NPPC) and in the Ontario Education Collaborative Marketplace (OECM). 
 

 To implement in all eight Catholic secondary schools the on line collection of student fees to 
improve the system of internal financial controls in secondary schools. 
 

 To improve effectiveness and efficiency of operational services in all Board departments 
and sites.   
 

 To comply with Ministry of Education requirement for fiscal financial management with a 
balanced budget.   



  
Appendix B 

 
 

Niagara Catholic Budget 2009-2010 – Timelines 
 
The following dates are general guidelines and are dependent on the release of specific funding information 
from the Ministry of Education.  
 

 
DATE 

 

 
ACTION 

January – March 2009 Administrative Council to design Niagara Catholic System 
Priorities 2009-2010 

March – April 2009 Administrative Council members to begin the draft of 
Departmental Budget Proposals for 2009-2010 

April 2009 Board Meeting Presentation of the Niagara Catholic System Priorities 2009-
2010 for review and consideration 

April – May 2009 Meetings with Principals, Program Officers, Administrators 
and Managers to review initial budget submissions 

May 2009 Committee of the Whole  Presentation of the 2009-2010 Preliminary Budget for review 
and recommendations to Senior Staff 

May – June 2009 Presentation of 2009-2010 Preliminary Budget to Regional 
Catholic School Council / PIC, SEAC and a special Budget 
Information Night for Catholic School Council members for 
review and recommendations  

June 2009 Committee of the Whole Presentation of the Niagara Catholic Budget 2009-2010 and to 
make recommendations to the Board 

June 2009 Board Meeting Board to review and consider the recommended Niagara 
Catholic Budget 2009-2010 Budget 

August 2009 Presentation of approved Niagara Catholic Budget 2009-2010 
to Principals, Program Officers, Administrators and Managers 

Fall 2009 Presentation of approved Niagara Catholic Budget 2009-2010 
to Regional Catholic School Council / PIC and SEAC. Copy of 
approved Budget provided to all Catholic School Council 
Chairs 
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: IMPLICATIONS OF A PHASED-IN BAN ON THE USE OF BOTTLED WATER:
UPDATE

The Implications of a Phased-in Ban on the Use of Bottled Water:
Update is presented for information.

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education
Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects

Presented by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: April 28, 2009



 
 

 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 28, 2009 
 

IMPLICATIONS OF A PHASED-IN BAN  
ON THE USE OF BOTTLED WATER: UPDATE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
At the October 28th, 2008, meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, the Board approved the 
following Notice of Motion;   
 
Moved by Trustee Fera 

WHEREBY the use of bottled water is becoming a public issue and whereas a number of 
municipalities are studying banning bottled water, 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Niagara Catholic District School Board direct staff to report the 
implications of a phased-in ban on the sale of bottled water in all schools in the jurisdiction of 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 

Carried 
 
Over the past six months, research has been conducted by the Research, Assessment and Evaluation 
Department to address the Notice of Motion. A report outlining the research is currently being drafted and 
will be presented to Administrative Council for review. The report and recommendations regarding the 
Notice of Motion will be presented at the May 12th, 2009 Committee of the Whole.   
 
Recently, there has been extensive provincial and national discussion over the banning of the sale and 
distribution of bottled water by municipal governments and school boards.  The basis for these bans is 
centred on several reasons that include: 

 Environmental Impact 
 Safety of  tap-water 
 Water as a commodity 

 
The May 12th, 2009 report will address the implications on the ban of Single-Use Plastic Water Bottles for 
the Niagara Catholic District School Board and include a recommendation to the Committee of the Whole 
for its consideration.  
 

The report on Implications of a Phased-in Ban on the Use of Bottled Water: Update, is presented 
for information. 

 

Prepared by Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education  
  Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects 
 
Presented by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  April 28, 2009  
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TOPIC: CORRESPONDENCE
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Board Meeting
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TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION
SPOTLIGHT ON NIAGARA CATHOLIC - APRIL 14,2009
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PLANNER 
SUNDAY, MAY 3 - FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2009
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2009 
LETTER TO ALL STUDENTS, PARENTS & GUARDIANS



 
May 1st, 2009 
 
 
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians: 
 
Every year the Ministry of Education designates a week to highlight education in Ontario.  During the same week, 
Catholic communities throughout Ontario celebrate Catholic Education Week.  This year, Catholic Education Week 
takes place from Sunday, May 3rd to Friday, May 8th, 2009.  Throughout this week, Catholic schools place extra 
special prominence on celebrating the distinctive contributions that Catholic education makes in the lives of our 
students and communities. 

This year’s theme is “Catholic Education: Good News for All”.  While it is sometimes a challenge to find good news 
in today’s world, our Catholic schools serve as beacons of light for our future.  With this year’s theme of Good News 
for All, we continually celebrate “how beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news” (Romans 10:15).  In 
keeping with our mission as a Catholic education system, we integrate the Gospel values into our distinctive programs 
and services.  We do this through our dedicated and talented staff in a covenant partnership with parents, our Bishop 
and Priests and the Catholic community throughout Niagara. The success of student excellence in our schools and 
communities through religious, academic, athletic and social justice activities and events is well recognized and 
celebrated throughout Niagara Catholic. 
 
Catholic Education Week begins on a Sunday to embrace the school-parish-home partnership that is the foundation of 
Catholic education.  Catholic schools exist within the broader Church community and are linked to each parish which 
is the centre of the faith community.  We encourage parents, guardians and students to join parishioners at Mass on 
Sunday, May 3rd to pray for Catholic education.  The sub-themes for each day of Catholic Education Week are 
Embracing Hope; Celebrating with Joy; Building Community; Growing in Integrity and Living with Gratitude.  These 
sub-themes will help students to understand the rich meaning of this year’s theme, Good News for All.  All Catholic 
Education Week activities throughout Niagara Catholic are posted on our Board website at www.niagaracatholic.ca  
We invite you to participate in as many events as possible. 
 
As we celebrate Catholic Education Week, we want to remind you of the importance of protecting the precious gift of 
Catholic education.  We once again request that homeowners and supporters of Catholic education verify that your 
property assessment notice for School Support indicates English Separate.  This is important for a number of reasons 
including a public record of support for Catholic schools in a community; attendance rights for admission into 
Catholic elementary schools; population projections which affect funding for new pupil places and to determine the 
number of Catholic trustees to be elected to Niagara Catholic.  For your convenience, the short process to follow and 
forms to complete are accessible via the Support Niagara Catholic tab on our Board website. It only takes a few 
minutes to complete the form which can then be submitted to your local Catholic school. Please share this information 
with family and friends who may not have children in Niagara Catholic, but who support Catholic education. 
 
We also want to remind and encourage all parents and guardians to join Niagara Catholic’s online eCommunity to 
receive instant notifications of events and current news throughout Niagara Catholic. 
 
On behalf of the Trustees, Bishop Wingle, Priests across the Diocese of St. Catharines, Senior Staff and all Niagara 
Catholic staff, we thank you for your continued support, commitment and celebration of Catholic education as we 
continue to nurture souls and build minds. 
 
 
 

 

Kathy Burtnik        John Crocco 
Chairperson of the Board      Director of Education 



D4.4

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
April 28, 2009

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION
 CALENDAR OF EVENTS



Events posted at www.niagaracatholic.ca

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday UPCOMING EVENTS

 May 2009
1 2 June 

5 Loretto Sisters 
Anniversary Dinner

10 Service Recognition 
Celebration 

17 OECTA Secondary
Retirement Party

20 OECTA Elementary
Retirement Party

Graduations

 23 Denis Morris
 24 Holy Cross

Notre Dame 
Saint Francis 
Saint Paul 

25  Saint Michael
 Blessed Trinity 
 26 Lakeshore 

Catholic

3
Catholic Education

Week Masses
(Local Parishes)

4
Good News For All

Grade 7 Mass 
 

Catch the Spirit
Awards

5
8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
NCDSB Volunteer

Breakfast (Club Italia)

Celebrating Staff
Excellence Dinner

6
7:00 p.m. -  SEAC

Meeting (CEC)

7 8 9

10 11 12

7:00 p.m. - CW
Meeting (CEC)

13 14
Grad. Celebration

Class of 2009 

5:30 pm - Partners in
Catholic Education

(Club Roma)

15

System Faith Day

Elementary &
Secondary PA DAY

16

17 18

Victoria Day

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26
6:30 p.m. - Special

CW (CEC)

7:00 p.m. - Board
Meeting (CEC) 

27 28 29 30

31

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK   -    CATHOLIC EDUCATION:  GOOD NEWS FOR ALL      (SCHOOL BASED ACTIVITIES)              www.niagaracatholic.ca
O C S T A     A G M


