NIAGARA CATHOLIC

DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

AGENDA AND MATERIAL

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2009
7:00 P.M.

DENIS MORRIS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO

ROUTINE MATTERS

1.

2
3
4.
5

Opening Prayer - Ed Nieuwesteeg
Roll Call

Approval of the Agenda
Declaration of Conflict of Interest

Overview of Special Board Meeting Procedures

COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1.

Pupil Accommodation Review Highlights and Recommendation
John Crocco, Director of Education

DELEGATIONS
PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

gRw NE

Tom Urlocker - St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

Alanna Howell, Leslie Landolt, Lee Page, Cathy Sonier, Yvonne Wowk

St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

Phyllis Bonomi - St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

Heather Foss - St. Catharines Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee
Tom Baker, Norm Herbert - Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School

TRUSTEE ITEMS & OTHER BUSINESS

1.

Correspondence

1.1 Robert Schmidt - Michael J. Brennan Catholic Elementary School
1.2 Mags Purcha - Elementary Schools in St. Catharines

1.3 Dagmar Thoms - St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School

1.4 Mags Purcha - St. James Catholic Elementary School

FUTURE MEETINGS & EVENTS

1.

Special Board Meeting - Pupil Accommodation Review - St. Catharines Secondary
Monday, February 23, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.
Denis Morris Catholic High School

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE
ADJOURNMENT

Reference

C1

Cc2
C3
C4
C5

D1.2
D1.3



TO:

TOPIC:

Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting

Public Session

February 17, 2009

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
TOM URLOCKER - ST. NICHOLAS CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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January 20, 2009 11

Mr. Crocco

I am applying, as an individual, to appear and to make a presentation
regarding the future of St. Nicholas School at the special board meeting
being held February 18" at Denis Morris Catholic High School.

Please inform me if my request has been granted.

Thank you.

Tom Urlocker

46 Albert St.

St. Catharines, Ontario
L2R 2G9

905 684 1983

e mail urlockerannette@hotmail.com



I am a life long resident of St. Catharines and a firm believer in the
importance of Catholic Education.

I have resided within the boundaries of St. Nicholas School for my entire life.
My formal education began in St. Nicholas and my five children attended St.
Nicholas.

I even had the privilege of being principal of this wonderful school.

When I started my teaching career with the St. Catharines Catholic School
Board at Christ the King School on Glenridge Ave., there were 6 more
Catholic schools in full operation with the 8" one being built. (St. Mary’s, St.
Nicholas, St. Catherine, St. John, St. Denis, St. Joseph, ) Basically these
schools were between the QE highway and the train tracks on Glenridge. Ave.

Today Christ the King is an orthodox church, St. Mary’s has been torn down
to make way for a housing development. St. John’s and St. Thomas house
adult education, St. Catherine’s is a parking lot, and St. Joseph’s closed.

St. Denis still exists but St. Nicholas is the only Catholic School in the
downtown. This beacon of Catholic Education has been shining brightly for
over 150 years.

We would not be here tonight if downtown St. Catharines had not been
sliding into a coma for the past 30 years. Unfortunately the city councils of
the past saw no need to invest in their downtown and as a result, people
moved out. Naturally their children went with them and the businesses
followed.

However, in 2008 it began to show signs of waking up. The prognosis is that
downtown will fully waken and become a very vibrant destination over the
next few years.

Projects are under way which will provide housing in the core of the city.
Presently, older commercial buildings are being converted to residences as
seen on King St. in the former handball facility. New construction of 40-45
townhouses is taking place on the parking lot of the former Hotel Dieu
Hospital. When the new hospital is complete the former Hotel Dieu site will



be transformed into hundreds of residential units. People living in an area
bring life, vitality and children with them. New businesses have already
sprung up in anticipation of this renewal.

Over the past few years we have seen downtown transforming into an Arts
Centre with several theatre groups as well as a number of visual arts
establishments. Some of these venues not only display art but provide studio
space for artists.

Brock University is moving its School of Fine and Performing Arts to
downtown. There are over 500 students in that program and it is growing. In
conjunction with the school, a Performing Arts center will be constructed
adjacent to the school. It will host music, dance, film, photography, dramatic
displays and performances. It will also double as a convention center.

It was reported in; the St. Catharines Standard on Dec. 20, 2008 that “Catholic
School Board Staff recommended closing the downtown’s only faith based
school if it doesn’t gain 100 more students by 2011

THAT STATEMENT SCARED ME! IfI was a parent of school age
children I would be looking now for another school. Kids and parents have
enough stresses in their lives without the added threat of their school closing.

I would therefore request that the board state loudly and clearly that St.
Nicholas School will Not close in 2011 but will be reviewed again in 5
years. This would provide immediate security for the current parents and
students as well as giving the staff time to work on my next suggestions.

I would also ask the board to direct the staff to find ways to keep Catholic
Education alive in downtown St. Catharines and I will now speak to this
possibility.

As a result of working together, I learned that when Mr. Crocco was given a
task to do, he did it with enthusiasm, with focus, with energy and, if it was
meant to be, with success. If given the challenge, and, if it is meant to be,
Mr. Crocco will find a way to keep St. Nicholas School open,



To that end, I also have a couple of suggestions.

A) The board has been running a pilot program in Intensive French. Perhaps
a program in Intensive French could be started in St. Catharines and housed at
St. Nicholas. Proximity to Immaculate Conception could be a bonus.

B) Make St. Nicholas a centre for Special Interest Programs in the Arts.
Programs could be developed for students in grades 6,7 & 8 to have a more in
depth exposure to the arts than they can receive in the regular school setting.

For example: Bring to St. Nicholas the students from the various schools for a
half day a week for a semester. Creative, energetic and talented teachers will
provide innovative programs that will enrich the current arts curriculum.

The McGuinty government says, and I quote, “Arts education is critical to our
kid’s intellectual, physical and emotional growth. By studying dance, drama,
media arts, music and visual arts, students learn to think more creatively and
critically, and further develop the ability to work with others.”

C) Enter into a partnership or co-operative arrangement with Brock’s School
of Fine and Performing Arts, the Niagara Artists Centre (NAC) and other
theatre groups such as the Carousel Players which would be extremely
enriching and rewarding experiences for our students

D) The downtown location of St. Nicholas with its proximity to the Cathedral,
library, police station, city hall, market, etc. provides many alternate learning
opportunities.

I am asking the board to seriously consider my proposal which will result in
more of our students selecting art courses in our high schools. This in turn
will result in more of our high school students selecting arts at Brock and all
of this will provide employment opportunities that will allow our youth to
stay in the area.

To briefly summarize, I have two requests.



Do not close St. Nicholas in 2011,

Direct the staff to find a creative viable solution to this problem.

This would confirm that the Catholic School board of Niagara has the courage
and creative energy to be innovative Catholic leaders who can look to the

future needs of their community.

Thank you
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Ministry of Education

McGuinty Government Boosts Arts Education

Ontario Students Will Benefit From Investments In New Resources Including
Musical Instruments And Art Supplies

TORONTO, Jan. 18 /CNW/ - Students in Grades 1 through 12 will benefit
from new arts education resources and professional development for teachers,
thanks to nearly $5 million in provincial funding, Education Minister Kathleen
Wynne announced today.

"Arts education is critical to our kids' intellectual, physical and
emotional growth," said Wynne. "By studying dance, drama, media arts, music
and visual arts, students learn to think more creatively and critically, and
further develop the ability to work with others."

Public school boards across Ontario will receive more than $4 million to
buy musical instruments, art supplies and other resources to support dance,
drama, music and media arts in elementary and high schools. In addition, arts
education associations and community organizations will share almost $800,000
to develop resources and host artists, performances and workshops in schools.

The outcomes of arts education - creativity, imagination, innovation and
originality - are among the most important resources for economic prosperity
in the 21st century. Ontario's entertainment and creative industries
contribute nearly $9.9 billion to the provincial economy and generate
approximately 185,000 jobs. Over the next two decades, job growth in this
sector 1is expected to surpass most of Ontario's other thriving employment
sectors.

The investment is part of the McGuinty government's commitment to
improving Ontario's public education system. Students are already benefitting
from government initiatives intended to help more students succeed, including:

<<

- Providing a more well-rounded education, with funding to hire 1,600
elementary specialist teachers in areas such as music, the arts, as
well as phys-ed

~ Providing every school in the province with more textbooks, learning
resources and library books with funding of $535 million

- Funding to hire 3,600 teachers to reduce the number of students in JK
to Grade 3 classes to a maximum of 20 students in 90 per cent of
classes

- Transforming the Ontario high school experience with six innovative
programs to keep kids learning until age 18, including Grade 8-9
transition teams, expanded co-op education and specialist high skills
majors that allow students to focus on the career path that matches
their unique skills and interests

- Introducing character building initiatives in schools to inspire
students to become caring and contributing citizens.

"Reaching every student and helping them achieve their full potential

http://ogov.newswire.ca/ontario/GPOE/2007/01/18/c6720.html?Imatch=&lang=_e.html 11/01/2009
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means providing them with a well-rounded education," said Wynne. "Ontario has
a terrific arts education curriculum and we want to support schools in
delivering that program."

Disponible en francais

Backgrounder

TEACHING THE ARTS IN ONTARIO
>>

The McGuinty government has invested nearly $30 million in arts education
across the province, including almost $5 million announced today for new
resources.

Arts education contributes to student success across the curriculum,
supports higher academic achievement, and improves student motivation and
attendance. It enhances student engagement, fosters tolerance and respect for
diversity, and builds self-confidence. Arts education has been shown to be a
particular benefit to at-risk youth and hard to reach learners.

At the secondary school level, students must earn one arts credit and may
add a second one toward their compulsory credit requirements.

In addition, through the Specialist High Skills Major announced in
December, students will now be able to complete a minimum bundle of courses in
specific high skills areas, such as the arts.

The government has provided funding for school boards to hire an
additional 1,300 teachers to support high school students, as well as funding
to hire 1,600 elementary specialist teachers in areas such as music, the arts,
as well as phys-ed.

Students at the elementary level receive a strong foundation in music,
visual arts, drama and dance to ensure they acquire essential knowledge and
skills. Teachers are also encouraged to integrate arts education with other
subjects in the curriculum such as math, reading and social sciences.

The outcomes of arts education - creativity, imagination, innovation, and
originality - are among the most important resources for economic prosperity
in the 21st century.

$5 Million Investment In Arts Curriculum Resources And Training

To support the Grade 1-12 arts curriculum, public school boards across
Ontario will receive more than $4 million to buy musical instruments and other
supplies and resources, and provide professional development opportunities for
teachers.

As well, 11 arts education organizations will share $775,000 to develop
resources and host artists, performances and workshops in schools. They are:

<<

- Council of Drama and Dance in Education

- Ontario Music Educators' Association

- Ontario Society of Education Through Art

- Association francophone pour 1l'éducation artistique en Ontario
- Arts Smarts Ontario

- Mariposa in the Schools

- Prologue for the Performing Arts

- MASC (Multicultural Arts for Schools and Communities)

http://ogov.newswire.ca/ontario/GPOE/2007/01/18/c6720.html?Imatch=&lang=_e.html 11/01/2009
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For further information: Michelle Despault, Minister's Office, (416)
212~-3747; Patricia MacNeil, Communications Branch, (416) 325-2676; Public
Inquiries: (416) 325-2929 or 1-800-387-5514, TTY: 1-800-263-2892
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Good evening, Mr. John Crocco, Secretary/Treasure, Mrs. Cathy Burtnik, Chair, Mr.
Frank Fera, Vice-Chair, Trustees of the Niagara Catholic; Parents, Principals and

Guests.

My name is Cathy Sonier and I am proud to be a parent at St. Nicholas School.

As a child, I was very lucky to attend the same school growing up. My husband’s family
had to move around for work and he was always changing schools, sometimes twice a
year. When Paul and I talked about our experiences, it was extremely clear what we
wanted and what we felt was important for Bazil and Dexter. We made a very deliberate
decision to stay where we live so that our boys could feel the same sense of security that I
experienced.

Now hearing what Senior Staff believes is a good solution, makes me resent this

“/ Catholic Board of Education very much. I resent the fact that you could take such an

important decision away from us as parents.

Clearly there is no regard at all for our children and their feelings. How can you feel right
about closing down the school they know and love, separate them from the friends and
teachers they know and love, and just plop them wherever.

For those of you who think that closing St. Nicholas school down is the right decision, I'd
be willing to bet that you have never had a conversation with any of our children in the

school to find out what they would like to see happen with their lives.
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Leslie Landolt
Presentation to save St. Nicholas School

Good evening Mr. Crocco, Secretary/Treasurer, Mrs. Kathy Burtnik, Chair,
Mr. Frank Fera, Vice-Chair, Trustees of the Niagara Catholic, Parents,
Prinipals and Guests, Hello my name is Leslie Landolt and I am a member
of the St. Nicholas Parent Council. Presently, I have two children in
attendance at St. Nicks, in grade three and five respectively. I had the duty
as past chair of our council to participate as a member on the
Accommodation Review Committee. The process required dedication, care
and concern from all members, not just for individual schools but for the
benefit of Catholic education in Niagara. Often the process was full of
emotion, yet due to the structure outlined by the Ministry of Education we
were forced to clearly look at the health of our system as a whole. On a
personal note, I came into the review thinking about cost, numbers and
logical steps that needed to be taken in order for a bottom line to be
maintained. By the end of the entire process I began to view the outcome in
a totally different way.

I began to ponder what being a Catholic was.

- I pondered what living in a community was all about.

I pondered the entire concept of Christian Ministry, fellowship within a
community of Catholic families and how that influences the parents and
children who are unfamiliar with Catholicism.

In the transient life that makes up any downtown, the tiny heartbeat of all
that Catholic education strives for is evident in St. Nicholas School. Yes, it

~ is a tiny speck of a school in the center of a downtown struggling to
revitalize itself. Let us all remember that it is the only school that serves the
residence of downtown. We all know that our School Board’s mandate does
not include downtown revitalization, yet I hope that it does include values of
Christian ministry to the most vulnerable among us. By and large St.
Nicholas is made up of inner city kids whose stability depends upon the safe
haven of a historical community that for 150 plus years has always served
them.

As past Chair of our council, I had the extreme pleasure of attending our
Catholic Conferences put on by our board. They are both wonderful and



inspiring. They clearly affirm the devotion of this board to promote the
concept of Triad: School, Church and Home.

The Triad is both visible and spiritual. I am reminded of it every t1me my
children walk home from school and attend Mass at the Cathedral on
Sundays. As a parent, the concept of “Triad” was brought to life because of
the core values explained to me through the Niagara Catholic District School
Board. In the case of St. Nicholas, where stability within a community is
needed, why is the-Board ready to dismantle the connection between the
Cathedral, School and Home? Yes, you can, as you have, make the
recommendation to send our St. Nicholas children to many different schools
and be content with a Cathedral that no longer has the life blood of children.
But how does this truly fit with the Board’s proclaimed concept of
“TRIAD”? I will leave this question for everyone here to ponder: Is it our
responsibility to care for the communities that we serve no matter how
transient or vulnerable? Is it our business to treat our school communities
that are vulnerable and weak as centers of Catholic Ministry? Personally, I
feel that this is what our faith calls us to do.

Please consider this fundamental and spirit filled reason to keep a 152 year '
old school community open.

Thank you for heanng my message and may God bless this whole decision
making process.

Yours, in Catholic Education,
Leslie Landolt

7 Gerrard Street,
St. Catharines, Ontario
L2R 588

(905) 684-9862 home
(905) 651-4309



Good Evening: -

Mr. John Crocco, Secretary/Treasurer

Mrs. Kathy Burtnik, Chair

Mr. Frank Fera, Vice-Chair

Trustees of Niagara Catholic District School Board
Parents, Principals, and Guests: | .

My name is Yvonne Wowk and I am a parent at St. Nicholas Catholic
School. Tonight I would like to make a few comments and suggestions and
to ask some important questions concerning the possible closure of St.
Nicholas Catholic Elementary.

First, our student enrolment has gone from 130 students up to 145 students
since the Accommodation Review Committee survey was done in 2007.
According to the Senior Staff Recommendations from Dec. 2, 2008, St.
Nicholas School could stay open if a minimum of 230 students are registered
~ by Sept. 2011. I received information from our School Superintendent
stating that there are 87 students who are within our school boundary, who
could be going to St. Nicholas, but are allowed to go to other schools for
various reasons. 87 students!!! That is a very high number of out of
boundary students for a school that is struggling to remain open. Almost
half of our student population!! Why are so many students allowed to leave?
If you do the math, 145 students plus 87 students equals 232. My question
is: why the number 230, when there are other schools allowed to remain
open with lower enrolment? I feel that our school is being targeted. A
comment made during an Accommodation Review Working Committee
Meeting re-affirms my thoughts on this. It was suggested to take a brick
from St. Nicholas and to place it in the library of St. Denis Catholic
Elementary School as a remembrance of the school. This gives me the
impression that the decision about our school has already been made before
the community input has been presented.

According to Senior Staff Recommendations once again, it is stated that if
the school is closed, the St. Nicholas students would be relocated to either
Mother Theresa, which has by the way, minus 26 student spaces available,
or to St. Anthony’s, which has minus 9 student spaces available, or to St.
Christopher’s, which has minus 24 student spaces available or to St. Denis
which has only 64 available student spaces but with a proposed renewal
need cost of $863,608.00. Right now there is a proposal from the school
board to build a minimum of 4 additional classrooms to St. Anthony’s with



the project cost to be announced. Why spend the money on these additions
and upgrades when we already have a school right here to accommodate not.
just some, but all of our students? How much money will the school board
actually save by closing the school? If each student generates '
approximately, $8,000.00 the real question is: what is the potential loss of
revenue if all of the current students at St. Nicholas opted to attend
Memorial Public School or Alexander Public School, two public schools
within walking distance of St. Nicholas?

This question was to put to me personally: “ If you can get your numbers up
to 230 students, not including the out of boundary students, then we can see
about getting funding for a new downtown elementary school.” Why is it up
to the parents to increase enrolment? We already have our jobs, family
responsibilities, kids in sports, volunteering on school councils and the many
other school activities we provide for our students. This is your job, your
‘responsibility. What has Senior Staff done to meet their recommendation
that there WILL be 230 students registered at St. Nicholas by 2011 and that
we WILL receive funding for a new school? The school board has the
resources, the tools and options to make St. Nicholas more attractive and
viable. Why doesn’t the board:

1. restrict the out of boundary attendance

2. change the attendance area boundaries by redistributing student

~ enrolment across the city to eliminate the need for additions.

3. establish a day care centre at St. Nicholas to accommodate the
families who need child care after school. This would eliminate the
need to go to an alternate school because day care if offered there.

4. regain and return ownership of St. Nicholas school property back to
the English Catholic School Board, ie. Niagara Catholic, or to obtain
permission from the French Catholic School Board to do renovations
or additions as needed to improve St. Nicholas if/when funding
becomes available.

For those present this evening, St. Nicholas and Immaculate Conception

School’s buildings and sites were both lost to the Catholic French Board

in the 1998 amalgamation of the District School Boards.

All of these options will benefit our school and would avoid the travesty of
closing the oldest catholic school in the Niagara Region and the only english
speaking catholic elementary school that serves the downtown community of
St. Catharines.

Thank you.



Sincerely,
Yvonne Wowk
Chair, St. Nicholas Catholic School Council

4 Marmora St.

St. Catharines, Ont.

L2P 3C1

905-685-3920 (home)
'905-468-3208 (work)
yvonne.wowk@sympatico.ca



Mrs. Lee Page

11 Herrick Avenue

St. Catharines, ON

L2P 287 :

Home Phone: 905-687-4895
Work Phone: 905-685-5462
Ipage62@sympatico.ca

February 4, 2009

Niagara Catholic District School Board
427 Rice Road

Welland, Ontario

L3C7C1

Good evening Mr. John Crocco, Secretary/Treasurer, Mrs. Kathy Burtnik, Chair, Mr.
Frank Fera, Vice-Chair, Trustees of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, Parents,
Principals and Guests.

My name is Mrs. Lee Page and as a long time supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic
Elementary School I would like to address the Board on behalf of the 551 concerned
citizens who signed a petition when the possibility of closing St. Nicholas arose.

As a direct result of the Provincial Government’s Places to Grow Act of 2005, St.
Catharines has seen an increase in residential construction in the downtown area. These
developments include the building of 40 units at Welland Ave. and Ontario Sts., 197
units at 583 Welland Ave. and 228 units that will house as many as 500 people on
Herrick Ave.

These developments and the influx of families in the area along with the building of a
performing arts centre will have a dramatic effect on the downtown core. We believe
strongly that a Catholic Elementary School is essential to this overall growth and
respectfully ask that a decision to close St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School be
deferred until 2012 when further population statistics will be available and the very real
possibility that 230 students could continue the tradition that is St. Nicholas.

Tharlk you for ydur consideration,

Lee Page



Dear Board members. Trustees, Teachers, Parents and fellow community members my
names is Alanna Howell and I am a grade 8 student at St Nicholas School I have no
brothers or sisters and it is my last year at St Nicks. So why would I care if St Nickolas
closes ? It does not affect me right? But then again it does .

St Nicholas is 152 years old . So obviously it has a lot of history behind it , Can you
imagine how many students have went there ? How many have been educated and have
enjoyed their childhood at St Nicholas ? And to take that away from us, to take away a
monument of St Catharines , you are taking away my legacy.

My mom went there , my aunt went there and I ‘m going there, when I am older I want
my kids to go there .Can you imagine how many other families are just like mine, maybe
some people might have had there great great grandparents go there.

St Nicholas is the only Catholic school downtown that is connected to the Cathedral. So
if you take away St Nicholas , you will just not take it away from me, but you will take St
Nicholas away from the children of the past , present and future including the Cathedral.

So please don’t take away our little school which is a big chunk of St Catharines history;
152 years of it. Thank you for your time and God bless you for your decision.

Alanna Howell

St Nicholas Grade 8 student.
56 Grantham Ave S.

905 685 7839
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328 St Nicholas camotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature
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“' Save ot. Nicholas cathelic mmentaw

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicheolas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address Signature
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' Save St. Nicholas camotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address y |~ Signature
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Save 3L Nicholas catholic Elehlenlﬂﬁ '

sSchool

%

As a parent/guardian anq/ é:i Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, 1
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address
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32U8 St. Nichotas catnotic Elementaly

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address ' ! ; Signature
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Save St. Nicholas camotic Elementaly
School

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic Sehool, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic Schoo! in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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Save OL. Nicholas catholic Elemenﬁﬂ
School

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catheolic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address n ASignature
5h€”‘/ Sheppacd. ] Rochefle Deive ‘\%’M .
Nicoe Sheppnid 19 Kochalle Drive %W(

3856\@3 Uard 1l Caclucco Cos Q&w/«x W/
Lo sen weeK oeoo—| \\ LCD,(\%TE‘CCFS’T\ %WWA% Qo)
[ ot Mo |9 Coupins Qo | L oua s Ahive]

Garu Si“emm rA 79 Kl KN 7T

G’ ZPR 6@; T 12 Kepree Bo : M\ME&Q\OPQ
971 YA 1)4* oY, [0 (o (and ;(m« /
/g rhi g 2T J |42 % e / P )y 74 -
%’ %W nﬂwﬁ 7130 movtEpEito] £ Ameu,

D (HAZSIE | /02 Wood lend /&/m%
,J Koo dS QG Coler

yind Al | 1074 GhawSE %o&) ‘
i wd /Y C,e,-«/l/e-./(g‘/ / L
J i@/"(&/ G~ |30/ Dottty ff f/{ﬁ,ée/_———————/
e Node o5k W & | B~
KL P@MSE\{( WY A =00 2 (Tiw%@.

)




save 3L Nicholas camotic Elementary
school

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter'{f St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board

of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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Save ot. Nicholas catholic Elemen!ﬂﬂ
school e —

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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Save St. Nicholas cathotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important te
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature

‘1:( rC4¢’cﬂ/ /’( Q'/4»L(¢eq

297 o atolaly

J r/”t/“),u/ MG‘ 4 “‘5

M7 gakdafe

&NﬁZ:‘/A

D ookl fel

-

mz/JWz

L Lis’

o R T Cimned 2 uic

PX /,Q_O M%D(M@V

Y7 Ceclinlo St

VR JLDQAV.\_ | 10 L n\n('//‘(

A/mﬁ, A(AM/%(/// A

(365 Ko S£SH

ZJ%M&M

/)

(’@M\ Y‘)th(thﬂh 1o _fcl Wn/Sl >/@/ S
& Hoyhoiid, #et Wad stz

] f@//ml)

éﬁ G eamow ‘;7gi::‘5«4//: CRES<ENT f/%/umca;a/

/y . /’, /?/}}Uuk‘ Wi’/’@m c,r‘?,;«:',»:u?’ %dfﬁwﬁaﬂ

[P HELDEN

Pootrn e Boc..

,@%ﬁ%

e

¥, CAce” 21 DAceoTAN.
EA M, | 57 Chasehst| € Kk
M(@o( S?ﬁu’l% A ATt —
< fSouUw;sMﬂQ Z!/J(L,/M[ & w%

v [



Save St. Nicholas camoic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Cathelic School, I

i 3
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board

of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines
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3848 SL Nicholas camotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nichelas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature
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3V8 SL. Nicholas camolic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Cathelic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature
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Save St. Nicholas catnotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Cathelic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature
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Save ot. Iliclmas Catholic nementaﬂ '

Asa parent/guardlan and St. Nicholas School Supperter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
- of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly. that it is important to

retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence ofa
~ Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

. Address Signature
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Save St. Nicholas camotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nichelas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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Save SI Nicholas catnotic Elementary
School

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Cathelic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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3V8 St Nichotas camolic Elementary
sSchool

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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Save ot. chhnlas eatllnlil: Elemellﬂﬂ

As a parent/guardian and St. Ni‘cholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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3V8 SL. Nicholas camolic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a

Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

" Na}me _ Address Sig}l‘a_@:_ture
W f o |50 pritre L1 R
Sefe (e (365 [aleshes 20 Bl ,/&Q/
W WM( 7 675@&%,7 $7 /f’f}f—,ﬂf-x ]

érc‘w £ (Cu\,c‘oi{—

Ketmerme S

T etracd 51
N\ Acr\ecur G\

D

foo, Selod

oL tetgy

it T Glarenei

\Oitjﬂé r%ezze?% f“}

(5 o le lez |

™
A

-
o

P———

Rekos )

/3 «S/lort /é/ (//.

a

QW Le 5% ‘L’/LM/// Kt ﬂjf

L Schell L3 Lotk St M.{ . g,c,)wﬁ[
”‘{ G el sn 74%‘0/ 27 O S fm
| C) (! it Kersden Q[()(Z .
0. Yole | cegath ol | falavsfi

p@,w\% /\/ (AN ~

S Caru. pur




Save ot. Nicholas catholic Elemelllaﬂ
school

As a parent/guardlan and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board

of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary. School. I feel strongly that it is lmportant to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines. : :
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Save 31 Illl:llolas Catholic Elenlellla”

As a parent/guardlan and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School I

" am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board

of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Cathohc School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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Stvest Nicholas cathoelic Elelllelllﬂm
School

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Beard
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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Save St Nicholas canotic Elementary
School

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature

‘Qg@d\;ﬂ\t‘ 5999 Hemoey Ao ://QKQV-NJ
Eﬂmﬂ J Y204 D351 cavine ST Arupwoigs B\Q / L_j\
fmanifagertt |55 Qure Fos llilf
/Hmf/\@ﬁne, (rain [ 171 Ldé’@@bde&( Norz




' & — Y |

" As a parent/guardiar and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I

am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

- Signature
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As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic Sehool, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature
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~ As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a

Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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, Save 3L Nicholas catholic EIeMBﬂmW
School

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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Save St. Nichotas camotic Elementar

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a

Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address
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sa'e St Nicholas camotic Elementaly

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.
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9818 SL. Nicholas catnotic Elementaly

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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Sa\le St. Nicholas catnoric Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Address

Signature
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Save St. Nicholas cathotic Elementar

As a parent/guardian and St. Nichelas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name ‘ Address Signature
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Save St. Nicholas catnotic Elementary

As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I

am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board

of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name Address Signature
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As a parent/guardian and-St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas.Cathelic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board

s e

of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a
Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name
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Address |
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As a parent/guardian and St. Nicholas School Supporter of St. Nicholas Catholic School, I
am opposed to any decision made by the Niagara Catholic District School Board and Board
of Trustees to close St. Nicholas Elementary School. I feel strongly that it is important to
retain the oldest Catholic School in the Niagara Region and maintain the presence of a

Catholic School in the downtown of St.Catharines.

Name

Addregs

', Signature
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TO:

TOPIC:

Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting

Public Session

February 17, 2009

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
PHYLLIS BONOMI - ST. NICHOLAS CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

C3




John Crocco, Director of Education
Kathy Burtnik, Secretary Treasurer
427 Rice Road

Welland, ON

L3C7C1

Dear Sir/Madam:

I request permission to make the enclosed presentation at Denis Morris High
School on the evening of February 18, 2009.
Thank you for your consideration.

0%)\"0_""‘ ¢
i
Phyllis Bonomi
73 Welland Ave.
St. Catharines, ON
L2R 2M8
905-641-0877

History of St. Nicholas

St. Nicholas has a 150 year old history. Our first Catholic School was
opened in 1857 in downtown St. Catharines. The reason the school opened
was to meet the needs of new immigrants to the area. That need is still
present in the downtown. We were there for the early newcomers to our city
and we must be here for the newcomers today. Our immigrant families still
need accessible Catholic education. Downtowns tend to be gathering points
for newcomers; they arrive here and live here. Without St. Nicholas, new
families in the area may resort to sending their children to one of the two
public schools located near by, rather than sending their children by bus to a
Catholic school further away. St. Nicholas has a positive impact on the
surrounding community.

My personal history at St. Nicholas is one that is very close to my heart.



My husband Leo Bonomi attended St. Nicholas as did all of our 4 children.
Our children received an excellent education at St. Nicholas that prepared
them for High School at Denis Morris as well as post-secondary education.
Our eldest is a graduate of University of Western Ontario, our 2™ daughter is
in 3™ year at Western and our two youngest are still attending Denis Morris.
We truly believe that the education our children received at St. Nicholas
exceeded the academic requirement. It prepared them for the real world.
The unique blend of staff and students form a cross-section of backgrounds
at St. Nicholas school. The diversity that makes up St. Nicholas school is not
available elsewhere. Students become exposed to different cultures, ethnic
backgrounds, and socio-economic conditions. This has proved to be

“invaluable to my children in making sound judgements that affected their

lives in a very real way.

If you close St. Nicholas School you will never be able to build downtown
again, as there is no available land. Although urban sprawl has affected all
city centres, it is still extremely important to have a Catholic elementary
school in our downtown for our downtown residents. It is important for these
young people to have a school in their neighbourhood. This school is one
that they can call their own, and that is a privilege that all students deserve.



TO:

TOPIC:

C4

Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting

Public Session

February 17, 2009

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
HEATHER FOSS - ST. CATHARINES DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AND
REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE




PRESENTER INFORMATION

Councillor Heather Foss
Co-Chair, St. Catharines Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee
134 Geneva Street

St. Catharines, ON

L2R 4N6

Home : 905-641-6251
hfoss@stcatharines.ca




PRESENTATION CONCERNING POSSIBLE CLOSURE
OF ST. NICHOLAS SCHOOL BY

THE ST. CATHARINES DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

PRESENTER: COUNCILLOR HEATHER FOSS, CO-CHAIR,
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AND
REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE



CITY OF ST. CATHARINES 50 OHURCH STREET

PO. BOX 3012
ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO
L2R 7C2

TEL. 905-688-5601

January 15, 2009

Presentation Re: Consideration of Closure of St. Nicholas School
St. Catharines

The St. Catharines Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee (DDRC) was
established by St. Catharines City Council to advise on matters related to the
revitalization of the downtown area. On November 27““, 2008, the DDRC received a
presentation by a concerned resident about the possible closure of St. Nicholas School.

As you know, Downtown St. Catharines has been designated by the Provincial
Government as the only Urban Growth Centre in the Niagara Region through the Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. This designation requires a minimum density of
150 residents/jobs per acre for all new development in this area. City Council has
adopted the proposed Growth Centre boundaries to include the area south of Welland
Avenue to the Highway 406, to Ontario Street on the west, and out to the intersection of
Queenston Street and Church Street to the east (see map attached). The site where the
current school is located is within this area. Within this area over the next 20 years, it is
anticipated that over 2,000 new residential units will be constructed. The future of the
downtown is based on a combination of concentrated commercial core with residential
development to the east in and around the existing school site.

A school is an important component of any residential area. It is an important facility
that particularly younger families look for in making housing choice. As such, the
continuation of the presence of an elementary school is considered very important in
helping the City to achieve the longer term provincial targets.

The DDRC recognizes that school boards are faced with difficult decisions concerning
school capacity based on changing demographics. DDRC requests that Board give
serious consideration to all options that would allow the continuation of a school
presence within the Urban Growth Centre designation including partnering with different
community groups and other public agencies to keep the school open before making a
decision to close this school.



If you require additional information please contact Paul Chapman, Director of Planning
Services, City of St. Catharines by email at pchapman(@stcatharines.ca or (905) 688-5601
Ext. 1713.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Submitted on behalf of
St. Catharines Downtown Development and Revitalization Committee

G:‘\kbell\draﬁddrcletrgstnicholas.doc )
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TO:

TOPIC:

Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting

Public Session

February 17, 2009

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW (PAR) PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
TOM BAKER, NORM HERBERT - OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

C5




Our Lady of Fatima Parent Committee

c/o Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Elementary School
439 Vine St N

St Catharines, Ontario

L2M 3S6

(905) 935-4343
(905) 935-3943 (Fax)

February 9™, 2009

To: Director of Education
Niagara Catholic District School Board
427 Rice Road
Welland, Ontario
L3C7C1

Re: Public Input Presentation Application for Qur Lady of Fatima School

Please accept the following written presentation as the Our Lady of Fatima School’s Parent Committee
Members application, requesting the opportunity to appear as a delegation.

Respectfully Submitted,

Parent’s Committee of Our Lady of Fatima School
St. Catharines



Formal Information, the Niagara Catholic District School Board

Pupil Accommodation Review Process

a)  This is the written presentation that was requested.

b)  The following are the two individuals who will be presenting at the Public Input Meeting:

ii)

iii)

v)

vi)

vii)

viii)

Names of Presenters
Tom Baker
Not Applicable

Address 28 Old Coach Road
St. Catharines, Ontario
L2N 2PS

Daytime Phone Number
(905)-562-7321

After business hours phone number
(905) 937-0955

Fax Number
(905) 562-0955

E-mail address

tom@bayviewflowers.com

Formal presentation, as follows.

c) Formal presentation, will be received on time

Norm Herbert

21 Arran Drive
St. Catharines, Ontario
L2N 1L6

(905) 501-7971

(905) 984-9995

NA

Nherbert@niagara.com



Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School, Parent Presentation

Mission Statement:

“As a community of believers and life-long learners, we answer God’s call to be
the best we can be in all that we do.”



Introduction

As a committee of concerned parents of Our Lady of Fatima School, we would like to keep our school
open, allowing the families in our community to make the best decision for their children, and keeping
Catholic education strong in our neighbourhood.

School Motto

“Falcons — Soaring Towards Excellence”

History of our school

Our Lady of Fatima is a warm inviting school facility located in the north end of St. Catharines. It opened
in 1952 with four classrooms and held 148 students as an annex of St. Alfred Catholic School.

Our Lady of Fatima officially opened in 1954 at the current site and has recently celebrated its 50"
anniversary of Catholic education.

In 1962 Our Lady of Fatima became a K-6 school. Additional classrooms were built in 1958 and 1960. In
final addition, including a gym and change rooms, five classrooms and a library, were completed in 1983.
In 1984 Our Lady of Fatima became a K-8 school.

Total enrolment as of September 2008: 195



Introduction

As a committee of concerned parents of Our Lady of Fatima School, we would like to keep our school
open, allowing the families in our community to make the best decision for their children, and keeping
Catholic education strong in our neighbourhood.



Table of Contents

1. Value to the Student

2. Value to the School Board

3. Value to the Community

4. Value to the Local Economy

5. Letters from present and past students.

6. Additional actions to consider and Closing



1. Value to the Student

What Our Lady of Fatima School offers:

e Quality time is taken between teachers and students.

e Afull range of standard activities are offered to our students including new and innovative
programs such as Chess Club, Curling, Scientist in the Classroom, You Are the Chef and Scrabble.

e Our building adequately houses a full JK to Grade 8 school, and could include a full day JK/SK
program.

* Afull size gym and an abundance of green space offer our students opportunity for physical
activities. We include 2 playground areas, 4 soccer fields, and 1 baseball field.

e Ourschool is completely handicap accessibility including a private washroom.
e  Our school meets all the criteria for Health, Safety and Security.

® Due to the location of our school, many of our students, walk or bike to school regularly. This
provides the regular opportunity for physical activity for our students.

¢ Our parish priest is involved in our school community regularly, whether it be at St. Alfred’s
Church or at our school.

e There is a proven social fabric that this school brings to both the community and the students.
We have significant number of alumni who have chosen to have their children attend this school
and have intentional relocated to this area, and have also made the decision to relocate “back
to their roots” for purposes of raising and educating their young families.



2.

Value to the School Board

What Our Lady of Fatima School offers:

Capacity to house specialized teaching spaces, such as ESL, JK/SK full day.
Ready well-kept building of capital asset.

Due to the location of Our Lady of Fatima, we are situated in a warm and lovely area, perfectly
positioned for young families. There is a current trend for people to relocate to our area due to
economic downsizing, returning to their roots, and/or to live in a more affordable area
especially for those downsizing their residences or purchasing their first homes.

By extending the school boundaries outside of their current structure, we have the physical
assets within our school to accommodate the increase in enrolment of new and transferred
students and incorporate new programs offered by the Board and thus reduce the overall need
of the Board to invest in capital expenditures that other options may require.

The capacity potential of our school will also address the fact that a significant number of home
owners in our area are the original home owners and as they move out due to health reasons,
aging, etc these supply of homes it is proven that these homes are consistently bought by the
young families as noted in the previous point.



3. Value to the Community

What Our Lady of Fatima School offers:

¢ Value to the faith community, our school is an important part of the largest diocese of
St. Catharines.

®  Our school community financially supports local businesses through internal programs.

* Business community partnership — volunteers support student literacy in primary grades
through programs such as Costco Reading.

* Our facilities (both inside and outside) are well utilized by outside groups in the local
community. In door hockey, Youth Action, Soccer Field and YMCA Daycare.



4. Value to the local economy

What Qur Lady of Fatima School offers:

¢  Our school community uses local businesses as much as possible, please refer to the
notes provided on Value to the Community.

¢ We work hand in hand with the students in the co-operative education program at Holy
Cross Secondary School in conjunction with our local fundraisers.



5. Letters from Students (Past and Present)

To whomever it may concern,

When I was asked to write this letter concerning Our Lady of Fatima, I accepted immediately.
Never mind that I have a million different things on my to do list, or that it is the start of second
semester. Taking a few short minutes out of my day to write this letter is nothing compared to
the years of memories that I've obtained at Our Lady of Fatima, so it is the least I could do for a
school that has done so much for me.

When I arrived at Our Lady of Fatima, I actually despised it. Not that it was the schools fault, I
simply hated the idea of change-I had gone to another school for the first few years of my
education- and I had no patience for anything the school had to offer. But after a short-time I
began to make friends with my tight-nit class and had a close bond with my teachers. I didn't
know it then, but the school's, and it's inhabitants, charm won me over for life.

It is the simple things about the school that has me, looking at it now I believe that it's small size
is charming, it's classrooms were a great place to learn and those soccer fields hold a large
portion of my memories. Though I haven't been able to visit the school for about a year now, I
have yeamed to stand on the black top waiting for the familiar bell to ring, and the kids to rush
out, the teacher's waving them away and directing them to the bus. In my older years I have
found that schools these days can be somewhat institutional-like, but I still see Fatima like a
friendly neighbour I can count on.

Not only have I made life-long friends there, but I also have developed bonds with past teachers.
Though Fatima is small, that is what makes it a great school! Students get individual help, there
is hardly a rush and teachers seem to be treated very well. Overall, its size makes it an easier
environment to learn in and from.

I spoke to a fellow Falcon today, and told her about this letter and its purpose, she then told me
something I had long forgotten. She told me that her little sister attends that school, as well as
she and same with her mother. She also told me that she intends for her future children to attend
Our Lady Of Fatima. Not just to carry on the legacy, but to share with her children the amazing
and heart-warming experience's that she experienced at Fatima. While she told me this, I had
also decided that I would also enjoy seeing my children attend Our Lady Of Fatima, so they also
could experience the warmth and love towards the school that I do now.

In the end, it would be a shame to close down Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School, not just
because of my statements above, but because it would be wrong to end something so great.
Closing the school would not ruin my memories of it, but it would in fact disable other children
from making new ones at a school that has been around for so many generations and holds many
beautiful memories for many people. So, I repeat, it would truly be a shame to put an end to such
a glorious place.

Sincerely,

Brynn Downey
Grade 10



5. Letters from Students (Past and Present)

Date: Saturday February 7, 2009

Dear Our Lady of Fatima School,

My friend and | have written this letter to you to inform you on why the school shouldn’t close.
Our Lady of Fatima School is a welcoming and caring school that provides individual attention to
all students because of it's small but academically smart students and staff!

The first reason why we don’t want this school to close is because Our Lady of Fatima is a great
school that provides a good education and cares about all students. The second reason is
because of its great perseverance towards the students. It may be a small school but it has the
ability to win overall. We students who choose to go to a Catholic school have the right to have
a Catholic school in our neighbourhood. A Catholic school in your neighbourhood gives you a
sense of belonging. Our Lady of Fatima has a great quality of education. No matter how big or
small this school is, it is filled with caring and respectful teachers, students and staff. If you
would close this school think, about how many students and staff would be disappointed. If you
would close the school, most cherished memories would be lost as well as the actual building.
Our family members have come and gone at this school and now it is our turn! We have
enjoyed seeing our family members and friend’s graduation pictures up on the wall and their
memories would be lost as well as ours if the school would close. If you were to close the school
the teachers would not only lose their jobs, but they wouldn’t see the kids anymore! The
students enjoy having their teachers and the students always feel comfortable around them.
The teachers know the students very well and are able to have fun with them. If you are going to
close this school think about the memories of the staff and students and its pass staff and
students because all people that come to Our Lady of Fatima School are charmed by not only
its size but its perseverance. If you think that the school should close because it doesn’t have
enough students, then consider changing the boundaries so that those who choose to come to
our school can and also students will have fond memories of a good quality school and we have
enough students to keep the school open! We hope that you change your mind after this letter!

On behalf of the Grade 6 students of Qur Lady Of Fatima

QOlivia Dim and Palmina Conversano



6. Additional actions to consider:

1. All aspect of growth needs to be revisited specifically with respect to the neighbourhood
surrounding Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School in the near future continuing into 2023.

2. With nominal investment, Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School could house the Y-Daycare
Program to accommodate the % day SK and JK classes. This would, in turn, increase our
numbers significantly as currently we do not meet the standards required.

Thank you for reviewing our presentation, we look forward to formally presenting at the Pupil
Accommodation Review Process Public Input Meeting on February 18", 2009

Respectfully submitted,

The Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School Parent Committee Group



NIAGARA CATHOLIC

DISTRICT SCHOR! BRARDY

PUPIL ACCOMMODATION REVIEW
GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC INPUT

As required by the Closure of Schools/ Accommodation Review Policy of the Niagara Catholic District School
Board, the Board will hold a special Board meeting for public input regarding the School Valuation Report filed
by the Accommodation Review Committee and the Director’s Report. These special Board meetings are
scheduled as follows:

Niagara Falls Elementary - 7:00 p.m. February 17", 2009, at Saint Michael Catholic High School
St. Catharines Elementary - 7:00 p.m. February 18", 2009, at Denis Morris Catholic High School
St. Catharines Secondary - 7:00 p.m. February 23", 2009, at Denis Morris Catholic High School

The public may provide a written report to the Director of Education at any time.

The following Guidelines describe the public meeting process.

Delegation Application Process

The public meeting will follow the By-law of the Board for public delegations in modified
form, as set out below. The modifications are intended to facilitate public participation.

(a) Written application requesting the opportunity to appear as a delegation must be
submitted to the Director of Education no later than 4:00 p.m. on February 10", 2009.

(b) The following information should be included with this application:
(i) The name of the organization/individuals(s) or party(ies) who will be making the
presentation;
(i) Their authority/title/position with the organization (if applicable);
(iii) A complete mailing address;
(iv) A day time telephone number;
(v) A number where they can be reached after business hours;
(vi) A fax number (if available);

(vil) An e-mail address (if available);

(viii) The complete presentation in written format



2

(¢) Delegations are encouraged to send the Presentation in as soon as possible so that it can be provided
to and reviewed by Trustees prior to the meeting. Presentations that are received on a timely basis
will be considered and addressed in the Director’s follow-up report to the Board required by the
Pupil Accommodation Review Policy in which the Director will report on and respond to the
presentations made by the public. A presentation that is submitted late may not be addressed in the
Director’s follow-up report although it will be made available to the Trustees.

Delegation Presentation

Minutes of the Special Board Meetings including references to the presentations will be posted on the Board’s
website.

(a) The identified spokespersons will address the Trustees from the podium.

(b) The spokespersons are expected to provide comments that are relevant to the subject matter of the
meeting. If a previous delegation has already addressed the matter and the delegate is being
repetitive, the Chairperson of the Board may request the delegate to express support for an earlier
presentation and may reduce the following speaking times available to the delegate accordingly.

(c) The time for each public delegation to speak, excluding the question and answer period, is not to
exceed fifteen (15) minutes, with normally a five (5) minute question period following.

(d) Delegates who have a similar perspective are encouraged to co-operate in appointing spokespersons
in addressing the Board.

(e) Delegations from the same school community on the same point of view shall be limited to a
combined total of fifteen (15) minutes.

(f) Delegations who are unrelated to a particular school community but who are speaking on a common
issue shall be limited to a combined total of fifteen (15) minutes.

(g) Trustees may ask questions of the delegation for clarification only, for a period of time which shall
be at the discretion of the Chairperson.

(h) The Chairperson will apply the normal Board practices in respect of decorum and order at the
meeting.

(i) The Board will not permit delegations respecting the Pupil Accommodation Review Policy at other
Board meetings.

() In accordance with Board By-law 7.5 the Board shall not remain in session later than 11:00 p.m.
unless so determined by a 2/3 majority of the members present.



D1.1

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting
Public Session
February 18, 2009

TOPIC: MICHAEL J. BRENNAN CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
ROBERT SCHMIDT
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D1.2

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting
Public Session
February 18, 2009

TOPIC: ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN ST. CATHARINES
MAGS PURCHA




10 Prince Robert Crt,
St Catharines,

ON L2N 3C4.

Dear Madam Chairperson and Board Members,
I am writing to express my dismay at Staff response to the ARC Committee
recommendation for St. Catharines Elementary Schools under review. It was quite clear
during the process that status quo would be a fiscally irresponsible measure as it costs
over $700,000 to continue to run these schools at the present enrollment and many plants
are in need of repairs/upgrades. I believe Niagara Catholic has a responsibility to ensure
that the children within our Board receive the best programming in a safe environment. In
this economic time it is irresponsible to run our schools below enrollment and over
budget. This will affect programming not only in the schools in question but eventually
other school. As you are aware there is a group in our province who believe that Catholic
Education should not continue to be publicly funded. To ensure the survival of Catholic
education for our children and grandchildren we need to act in a fiscally responsible
manner, we just have to look to our neighbors in Toronto to see what can happen if we do
not. I urge you to consider this as you make your recommendations with regard to the
Elementary schools in St.Catharines.

Sincerely,

Mags Purcha



D1.3

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting
Public Session
February 18, 2009

TOPIC: ST. NICHOLAS CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DAGMAR THOMS




January 26, 2009

Mr. Crocco,

Secretary/Treasurer, Mrs. KathyBurtnik
Chair Mr Frank Fera.

Vice-Chair

Trustees of the Niagara Catholic Parents
Principals and Guests

One hundred and fifty-two years ago there was a group of people like us
today who were probably discussing how to extend Catholic Education into
Southern Ontario. The Sisters of St. Joseph took this task o their shoulders
and a Catholic Elementary School opened which they called St. Nicholas.

St. Nicholas was opened one hundred years before we became the
Diocese of St. Catharines and nine years before Canada became a nation.
As we all know November 9, 2008 was the 50th Anniversary of the Diocese
and we are discussing possible closure of St. Nicholas school. With this
move we will take the reception of the holy sacraments for our children
away from our mother church the Cathedral resulting in the absence of
elementary school sacraments forever. :

In the event of the closure of St. Nicholas school students would be
transferred by bus to St. Denis. Transfer by bus adds complication to an
already busy lifestyle; therefore we would loose these students to the public
school system due to convenience and school location.

Ladies and Gentlemen | am sure if our ancestors would know the situation
today we would still have the original building of St. Nicholas school.

Thank you f}\;your considerati

Sincerely, .

Dagmar Thoms
Parent of St. Nicholas School Student
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D1.4

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Special Board Meeting
Public Session
February 18, 2009

TOPIC: ST. JAMES CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MAGS PURCHA




February 10, 2009
Dear Madam Chairperson and Board members,
St James School in St.Catharines is one of the schools under review by The
Accommodations Review Committee (ARC) 2008. At this time the St. James
Community does not wish to make a presentation at the public meeting on February 18,
2009. Our building is in need of several upgrades to make it an adequate learning
environment for our children and this matter will not be addressed at a public meeting
related to Accommodations. We have had some communication with senior staff with
regard to this matter and will continue the dialogue with hope of resolving the issues.
This being said, we are very much aware that the decisions made by the Niagara Catholic
School Board in response to the ARC recommendations will impact St. James.
We wish to take this opportunity to recognize that the decision before you is difficult and
not one that will be taken lightly. We trust that your decision(s) will be made with the
needs of all children and communities in mind, and with the foresight for the preservation
of Catholic Education in Niagara for our children and generations to come. May God
guide you in your decision-making and support you as you go through this process.

Sincerely yours in Catholic Education
On behalf of the St. James Community,

Mags Purcha Chair CSC.



