
AGENDA AND MATERIAL

BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2008
7:00 P.M.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO

A. ROUTINE MATTERS Reference

1. Opening Prayer - Trustee Dekker -

2. Roll Call -

3. Approval of the Agenda -

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest -

5. Minutes of the Board Meeting of October 28, 2008 A5

B. DELEGATIONS

1. Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School - The Wiz -

2. St. Philomena Catholic Elementary Safe School Action Team -

2. EcoSchools Celebration at Lakeshore Catholic -

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of November 11, 2008 C1
and Consideration of Recommendations
1.1 Financial Reports

1.1.1 Monthly Banking Transactions for the Month of October 2008 C1.1.1
1.1.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at October 31, 2008 C1.1.2

2. Preparation of the Audited Financial Statements for the Year 2007-2008 C2

3. Audited Financial Statements for the Year 2007-2008 C3

4. Minutes of the S.E.A.C. Meeting of October 1, 2008 C4

5. October 10 and November 7, 2008 Professional Development Day Update C5

D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. General Correspondence -

2. Correspondence -

3. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended -
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4. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action -

5. Trustee Information -
5.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - November 14, 2008 D5.1

6. Open Question Period -
(The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the Catholic school supporting
public to ask about items on that night’s public agenda or any previous agendas, and the Board
to answer and react.)

E. NOTICES OF MOTION

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

G. REPORT ON THE IN CAMERA SESSION

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE

J. ADJOURNMENT



A5

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
OF OCTOBER 28,2008 

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board
Meeting of October 28, 2008, as presented.
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
OF NOVEMBER 11, 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes
of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of November 11, 2008, as presented.

The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration
from the Committee of the Whole Meeting of November 11, 2008.

1.1 Financial Reports

1.1.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly
Banking Transactions for the month of October 2008, as presented for
information.

1.1.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at October 31, 2008, as
presented for information.



MINUTES OF THE
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2008
                                           

Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held
on Tuesday, November 11, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427
Rice Road, Welland.  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Dekker.

A. ROUTINE MATTERS

1. Opening Prayer

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Crole.

2. Roll Call

Trustee

Pr
es

en
t

Ex
cu

se
d

John Belcastro

Kathy Burtnik

Maurice Charbonneau

Gary Crole

John Dekker

Frank Fera

Ed Nieuwesteeg

Tony Scalzi

Student Trustees

Ashley McGuire

Christina Volpini

The following staff were in attendance:
John Crocco, Director of Education; Rob Ciarlo, Yolanda Baldasaro, Frank Iannantuono, Lee
Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business &
Financial Services; Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Christine Graham,
Program Officer - Curriculum; Marcel Jacques, Program Officer - Student Support Services;
James Woods, Controller of Plant; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary
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3. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
of November 11, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

4. Disclosure of Interest

There were no Disclosures of Interest declared with any items on the agenda.

5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of October 14, 2008

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole
Meeting of October 14, 2008, as presented.

CARRIED

B. PRESENTATIONS

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS

1. Aboriginal Education 2008-2009

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, introduced the report on Aboriginal Education
for the School Year 2008-2009, and indicated that the Ministry of Education has asked School
Boards to develop policies on Voluntary and Confidential Aboriginal Self-Identification.

Superintendent Baldasaro presented two documents released by the Ministry of Education, which
encourages School Boards to create an Aboriginal Education Advisory Committee (AEAC) with the
key purpose of forging a relationship between the School Board and with local Aboriginal
Community Organizations.

Robert DiPersio, Administrator of Special Projects and Yolanda Fera, Aboriginal Lead, presented
further information on the report which supports the process the Niagara Catholic District School
Board is initiating, and provided information on upcoming meetings with the Ministry of Education
and AEAC.

2. Catholic School Councils Annual Report 2007-2008

Superintendent Baldasaro presented the Catholic School Councils Annual Report 2007-2008, for
information.

3. Father Patrick Fogarty Award Recipients 2008

John Crocco, Director of Education, presented the report on the Father Patrick Fogarty Award
Recipients 2008.  One student from each of Ontario’s Catholic High Schools is nominated by their
school to receive the Catholic Student Award sponsored by the Catholic Education Foundation of
Ontario.

The Director informed Trustees that in keeping with past practice, the Board covered the expense
of the parents to attend the Awards Dinner with their child.
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4. Extended Overnight Field Trip, Excursion and Exchange Approval Committee – 2008-2009

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education, presented the report from the Extended
Overnight Field Trip, Excursion and Exchange Approval Committee – 2008-2009, for information.

5. Niagara Catholic Mentor Connector

Superintendent Iannantuono introduced Pat Mete, Secondary Consultant, and informed Trustees
that Mr. Mete was a key contributor in the preparation and development of the Niagara Catholic
Mentor Connector Program which offers on-line academic support to Grade 9 and Grade 10
students in various secondary school subjects.

Mr. Mete stated that the Niagara Catholic Mentor Connector Program is the first of its kind in
North America and partners with Brock University in Canada and Niagara University in the United
States.  The  Program currently consists of 70 teacher candidate mentors.

Professor Sheeran of Niagara University spoke of the exciting and extraordinary opportunity the
Niagara Catholic Mentor Connector Program offers to students in need of additional assistance.

Mr. Mete called upon a few of the teacher candidate mentors and student participants to  share
their on-line experiences with the Mentor Connector Program.  Both groups indicated that the
experience has been extremely helpful, successful and rewarding.

Trustees discussed the innovative program and asked questions of the teacher candidate mentors,
students and staff.

Glen Sharp, Manager of Computer Services, demonstrated the Niagara Catholic Mentor Connector
Program.

6. Pilgrimage Sunday - October 28, 2008

Superintendent Iannantuono, presented the report on Pilgrimage Sunday - October 28, 2008.
Approximately 4,100 Niagara Catholic District School Board students, staff, Trustees, Senior
Administration, Catholic School Council members, alumni, parents and community members
walked 10-20 kilometres routes to demonstrate solidarity and a commitment to the poor of the
world. 

Terri Pauco, Religious Education Consultant, presented further details on the Pilgrimage in which
over $200,000 was raised in support of various projects including the construction of schools,
medical clinics, and orphanages in developing countries. 

Ms. Pauco Introduced the various staff members who were essential in the organization of the 33rd

Annual Pilgrimage, as well as, students representatives from each of the eight Catholic secondary
schools who presented a brief reflection on this year’s Pilgrimage.   

Vice-Chairperson Dekker, on behalf of Board, thanked all students and staff for their dedication
and acts of selflessness in supporting this worthy mission.

7. Financial Reports

7.1 Monthly Banking Transactions

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District
School Board receive the Monthly Banking Transactions for the month of October
2008, as presented for information.

CARRIED
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7.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District
School Board receive the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at October 31,
2008, as presented for information.

CARRIED

9. Monthly Updates

9.1 Policy Development Update

The Policy Development Update was presented for information.

9.2 Student Trustees’ Update

Ashley McGuire, Student Trustee, gave a brief verbal update on the activities of the
Student Senate.

9.3 Family of Schools Superintendents’ Monthly Update

The Family of Schools Superintendents gave brief verbal reports highlighting the activities
in their schools.

D. INFORMATION

1. Trustee Information

1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - October 28, 2008

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic - October 28, 2008, issue for
trustees’ information.

1.2 Director’s Update

E-Community

The Director of Education gave an update on e-Community and commented that this is
an excellent venue for sharing and communicating good news to staff, clergy, partners
and stakeholders.

He also stated that all families within the Niagara Catholic District School Board will
receive a copy of the E-community flyer with their child’s report cards encouraging
them to join the e-Community.

Pupil Accommodation Process

Trustees were informed that Senior Staff is continuing to research and review options
regarding the Pupil Accommodation Process and that a report will be presented to the
Board in December 2008.

Niagara Catholic - Celebrating Our Schools

The Director gave information on a new initiative “Niagara Catholic - Celebrating Our
Schools” which is venue for sharing excellence in our schools.  Schools will be invited
to showcase their accomplishments and achievements through a display board in the
lobby of the Catholic Education Centre 
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Diocese 50th Anniversary

Director Crocco spoke briefly about the success of the Diocese 50th Anniversary Mass and
Dinner which took place on November 9, 2008.  Members of Senior Staff, Trustees and
Student Trustee Christina Volpini attended the event.

E. OTHER BUSINESS

1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA

Moved by Trustee Scalzi
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session.

CARRIED

The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 9:05 p.m. and
reconvened at 10:25 p.m.

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of November 11, 2008.

CARRIED

SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on October 14, 2008,
as presented.

CARRIED (Item F1)

SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on October 14, 2008,
as presented.

CARRIED (Item F3)

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board
approve the approve the recommendations as outlined in Item F7.1 of the In Camera Agenda, as
presented. 

CARRIED (Item F7.1)

Moved by Trustee Fera
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board
approve the recommendation as outlined in Item F7.2 of the In Camera Agenda, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F7.2)



Niagara Catholic District School Board
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting
November 11, 2008
Page 6 of 7                                                         

H. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Trustee Belcastro
THAT the November 11, 2008, Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned.

CARRIED

This meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.
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Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on
November 11, 2008.

Approved on the 2nd day of December 2008.

_________________________________
John Dekker
Vice-Chairperson of the Board

__________________________________
John Crocco
Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer



 C1.1.1

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS
OCTOBER 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Monthly Banking
Transactions for the month of October 2008, as presented for information.

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: November 25, 2008







  C1.1.2

TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
OCTOBER 31, 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Statement of Revenue
and Expenditures as at October 31, 2008, as presented for information. 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: November 25, 2008
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: PREPARATION OF THE AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR 2007-2008

RECOMMENDATION

1. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Report on the
Preparation of the Audited Financial Statements for the year 2007-08, as
presented. 

2. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of
funds to the Reserve Fund for Working Funds for the year 2007-08, as
follows:
- $3,789,695 to the Reserve for Working Funds (to balance the Financial
Statements of the Board for Ministry of Education compliance purposes)

3. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of
funds to the Pupil Accommodation Reserve for the year 2007-08, as
follows:
- $937,487 to the Pupil Accommodation Reserve (to account for the
unspent Capital Grants during the year, in accordance with the
regulations). 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services

Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: November 25, 2008



 
 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

NOVEMBER 25, 2008 
 

REPORT ON THE PREPARATION OF THE 
AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

FOR THE YEAR 2007-2008 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
  
On an annual basis, the Ministry of Education requires all school boards to submit their Audited 
Financial Statements and Grant Schedules.   
 
The Board Auditors have completed the audit engagement for the year 2007-2008.  At this time, 
we advise the Trustees that the preparation of the Audited Financial Statements has been 
finalized.  The final and official Audited Financial Statements will be presented to the Board 
under separate cover. 
 
We are pleased to report that the financial results for the year 2007-2008 are very positive and 
that the Board will be able to transfer surplus funds of $3,789,695 into the Reserve for Working 
Funds.  In addition, the Board will be able to transfer unspent capital funds amounting to 
$937,487 into the Pupil Accommodation Reserve. 
 
This improvement in the financial position of the Board resulted mainly from marginal increases 
in enrolment, from additional funding allocations received from the Ministry of Education and 
from a net reduction in the expenditures of the Board. 
 
At this time, we confirm that the 2007-2008 Financial Statements are balanced and we enclose 
the following information, for the review of the Trustees. 
 
APPENDIX A 

Appendix A represents an Analysis of the Funding Allocations and Key Budget Factors 
for the year 2007-2008, with a comparison of the Financial Statement Allocations to the 
Revised Budget Allocations. 

 
APPENDIX B 

Appendix B represents an Analysis of the Expenditures by Department for the year 2007-
2008, with a comparison of the Financial Statement Expenditures to the Revised Budget 
Expenditures. 



 
 
We want to take this opportunity to express our appreciation to William Tumath, Manager of 
Accounting Services and all the staff in the Accounting Department and in other Business 
Departments for their diligence, hard work and collaboration with the auditors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Report on the Preparation of 

the Audited Financial Statements for the year 2007-08, as presented.  
 
2. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of funds to the 

Reserve Fund for Working Funds for the year 2007-08, as follows: 
 - $3,789,695 to the Reserve for Working Funds (to balance the Financial Statements of the 

Board for Ministry of Education compliance purposes)                             
 
3. THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of funds to the 

Pupil Accommodation Reserve for the year 2007-08, as follows: 
 - $937,487 to the Pupil Accommodation Reserve (to account for the unspent Capital Grants 

during the year, in accordance with the regulations). 
  

 
 
Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date:  November 25, 2008 
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 2007-2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Audited Financial
Statements for the year 2007-2008, as presented.

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services

Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education

Date: November 25, 2008



 
 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

NOVEMBER 25, 2008 
 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR 2007-2008 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Board Auditors have completed the audit engagement for the year 2007-2008.   
 
At this time, we advise the Trustees that the Audited Financial Statements have been released by the 
Board Auditors – Crawford, Smith and Swallows, Chartered Accountants.   
 
We are pleased to enclose the following information, for the review and approval of the Trustees: 
 
APPENDIX A 

Appendix A represents the Management Letter, which comments on the completion and the results of 
the Audit Engagement for the year 2007-2008. 

 
APPENDIX B 

Appendix B represents the Post-Audit Letter, which outlines the various matters arising from the 
Audit of the Board for the year 2007-2008. 

 
APPENDIX C 

Appendix C represents the Audited Financial Statements for the year 2007-2008, which includes the 
Management Report, the Auditors Report, the Consolidated Financial Statements and the notes to the 
Consolidated Financial Statements. 

 
With the approval of the Board, the Audited Financial Statements for the year 2007-2008 will be 
submitted to the Ministry of Education by November 30, 2008. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Audited Financial Statements for 
the year 2007-2008, as presented. 

 
 
Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  November 25, 2008 
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TO: Niagara Catholic District School Board
Board Meeting
Public Session
November 25, 2008

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2008

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Minutes of the Special
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of October 1, 2008, as presented for
information. 

Prepared by: Special Education Advisory Committee

Date: November 25, 2008



 
 
 

NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF OCTOBER 1ST, 2008 

 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE   

  
 

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Jane Houlden (Chair)  Autism Ontario 
Kim Rosati   VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children 
Carole Fuhrer   Learning Disabilities Association 
Sarina Labonte Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln 
Anna Racine   The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario 
Heather Schneider  Community Living – Welland/Pelham 
Lilly Iuliano   Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) 
Gary Crole   Trustee 
Tony Scalzi   Trustee 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION/RESOURCE PRESENT: 
 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells  Superintendent of Education  
Marcel Jacques   Program Officer – Student Support Services 
Amanda Cybula Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – North Team  
Carla Bianco Vice-Principal - Student Support Services – South Team 
Theresa Murphy Principal – Elementary 
Ken Griepsma Vice Principal - Secondary 
 
 
REGRETS: 
 
 
Connie Parry  Association for Bright Children 
Julie Davison Contact Niagara 
 

 
 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: 
 
Tina DiFrancesco   Recording Secretary 
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1. CALL TO ORDER   
     

Jane Houlden, Chair, called the meeting to order and Jane Houlden led the members in prayer. 
 
 

2. ROLL CALL                                                                                                                        
 
Members, who had sent regrets or were absent, were noted.    

 
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2008 MOVING 

THE PRESENTATIONS FIRST ON  THE AGENDA 
 

 Moved by Sarina Labonte 
Seconded by Tony Scalzi  

 
That the Agenda at the Meeting of October 1st, 2008 be approved moving the presentations  
first on the agenda. 
 
Carried 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA OF THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 1, 2008 
 
Moved by Gary Crole 
Seconded by Carol Fuhrer 
 
That the Agenda at the Meeting of October 1st, 2008 be approved.  
 
Carried 
 
                                                           

4. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

Nil. 
 

 
5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3  
 2008. 
 

Moved by Sarina Labonte 
Seconded by Carole Fuhrer 
 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of September 3rd, 2008 be approved. 
 
Carried 
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6. VISIONING 
 
6.1 Goals and Vision for 2008 –  

 
The proposed goals and objectives for 2008 and 2009 school year and the completed goals for 
2007-2008 school year were attached to the agenda for the October 1st meeting.  Jane Houlden 
suggested looking at the goals for inclusion to be a priority for next month’s agenda.  Marcel 
Jacques stated that the SEAC should focus on two or three goals for the year. 
 
 

 
7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 

2008 
 

7.1 Learner Advocacy – Character Development Initiative - Deferred 
 
 

7.2 Parent Outreach – I.E.P. Information – School Community 
 

Tony Scalzi asked for feedback on the I.E.P. PowerPoint presentation.  Marcel Jacques 
responded that feedback varied from school to school.  Parents of students with special 
needs appreciated the information; however other parents were not as interested.  Theresa 
Murphy added that many parents attend primarily to receive information on the 
curriculum.  Marcel Jacques noted that the I.E.P. PowerPoint presentation will be shown 
to parents at Catholic School Council meetings.   
 
 

7.3 Program and Service Recommendations – Special Education Staffing Report 
 

Marcel Jacques handed out the Special Education Elementary and Secondary staffing 
report.  This information can be found in the Special Education Plan 2008 on the Board’s 
website.  Marcel Jacques stated there have been minimal changes for this year; however, 
this is a fluid document and may change depending on the needs of the schools.  See 
attached report. 

 
            Procedures for Motions to the Board 
 
  Procedures for Motions to the Board were included in the minutes for September 3rd, 

2008. Jane Houlden asked the SEAC if they had any questions or comments.  No 
comments were made. 

 
   

 
 
7.4 Special Education Budget – Preliminary Figures, Codes of accounts 

 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells handed out the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s updated 
unaudited expenditure statement for the period ending August 31st, 2008.  Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells addressed staffing, codes for accounts, and this year’s budget compared to 
last year.  See attached report. 
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7.5 Annual Review – Special Education Plan  

 
 

7.6 Other related items  
 

 
8. PRESENTATIONS 

 
   

8.1 Greetings from the Director of Education 
 

Greetings were extended to the members of the SEAC by the new Director of Education.   
John Crocco spoke of his vision for the future and expressed how we all share the same 
vested interest in the students of our schools.  John Crocco mentioned the exciting things 
happening at our board. He has been out to the schools, speaking to staff, and is looking 
forward to keeping up to date with the SEAC and this new journey.  

 
 

 
8.2 Meaning of Inclusion – Marilyn Dolmage 

 
Marilyn Dolmage presented the meaning of inclusion by sharing her family story and  
emphasizing that students with disabilities receive a complete education when in regular  
classrooms as they benefit socially and academically.  Currently, Marilyn Dolmage is  
researching the effectiveness of inclusion at two secondary schools in the province of  
Ontario.  Jane Houlden thanked Marilyn Dolmage for her presentation on behalf of the 
SEAC.  See attached reports. 

 
 

 
 

9. AGENCY REPORTS       
 
 

9.1 VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 Voice for Hearing Impaired Children is presenting a 2008 Professional Development 
workshop focusing on Best Practices and Strategies for Intervention with children with 
hearing loss who are learning to listen and speak.  The workshop will be held on 
November 7th, 2008 at the Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington, Ontario.  The cost in 
person is $100.00.  The video conferencing fee is $50.00 per site. 

 Voice is presenting a SEAC workshop on November 8th, 2008 at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens in Burlington from 9:00am – 4:30pm.  There are speakers from the Ontario 
Provincial Infant Hearing Program and the Ministry of Education Special Education 
Policy and Programs Branch.  The cost is complimentary for VOICE SEAC 
representatives and VOICE members.  Non VOICE members are welcome to attend for a 
fee of $50.00.  See attached reports 
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9.2 Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Lilly Iuliano 
 

 Down Syndrome Caring Parents held a summer picnic where twenty families attended. 
Lilly Iuliano stated the picnic went well.   

 Upcoming events;   
Bowl-a-thon on November 2, 2008 at Pla-mor Lanes in Port Dalhousie during the 
Down Syndrome Awareness week from November 1st – 7th, 2008. 
Special Needs Social Group – Niagara Eagles meet the 2nd and 4th Friday of each 
month from 7:00pm – 9:00pm at Orchard Park Bible Church.  The cost is $25.00 per 
year.  See attached report. 

 
 
 

9.3 Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 
 

 No Report 
 
 
 
 

9.4 Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 No Report 
 
 

 
 

9.5 Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara – Carole Fuhrer 
       

 LDAO will be holding its Annual AGM in Toronto during the weekend of October 17th. 
 Carol Fuhrer thanked the Niagara Catholic District School Board for promoting LDA 

programs to the schools; LDA have received enquiries and registrations as a result. 
 LDA-N has included an information item in our Newsletter about SEAC and will include 

information on a regular basis. 
 Carole Fuhrer requested that the 2007-2008 Niagara Catholic District School Board 

SEAC work plan accomplishments be posted on the LDA-N website. 
 Carole Fuhrer requested that the Niagara Catholic District School Board IEP PowerPoint 

presentation be posted on the LDA-N website. 
 Dawne Mach, Executive Director has been in contact with Amanda Cybula regarding the 

October 10th CYW training and LDA-N Parent support program nights. 
See attached report. 
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9.6 Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln(G/L/WL) – Sarina 
Labonte 

 
 The Ontario Developmental Disabilities Act 2008, a revision to Bill 77 was passed 

yesterday and will replace the 35 year old DSA legislation.  This new law hopes to 
promote better service, more choice and fairness for individuals living with a 
developmental disability and their families.  For more information visit 
www.mcss.gov.on.ca   Regulations to this act will need to be written before the act will 
take effect. 

 Our organization was approved for a new United Way grant that will help youth and their 
families’ transition from children’s services to the adult service system.  This three-year 
program will promote life skills training and explore service options for youth beyond 
high school.  This program will commence in the fall of 2008. 

 The accounting firm of Deloitte partnered with our organization on September 5, 2008 
for their Day of Caring.  Over 50 volunteers took part in completing four separate 
projects throughout the day in various locations resulting in a tremendous impact. 

 With the transformation agenda of the Ministry of Community and Social Services, 
transfer payment agencies are required to increase their service capacity. 

 A partnership between Niagara Child and Youth Services, Niagara Support Services and 
Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln, with funding from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation, children and their parents with mental health challenges are being 
provided with additional supports including overnight and after-school respite, parent 
education, and additional counseling.  This is a three-year project.   

 
 
 
 

9.7 Contact Niagara – Julie Davison 
 

 No Report 
 
 
 
 

9.8 Autism Ontario – Jane Houlden 
 

 Learner/Parent Advocacy – Educational Advocacy with Lindsay Moir – January event 
 Parent Outreach – Niagara Catholic District School Board workshop – Understanding 

your child’s I.E.P. – with Niagara Catholic District School Board staff, David O’Rourke 
and Amy Dowd, Coordinators of Special Education will be held on October 15th at 
7:00pm. 

 Programs and Services – Parent Support Groups in the fall and spring will align with the 
social skills programs offered by the Niagara Chapter.  Parents who do not have children 
in the groups are welcome to join in at any point in time. 

 What is Autism Spectrum Disorder?  An introduction for extended family members.  See 
attached report. 
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9.9 The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario held their first meeting in September. The 
speaker was a 21 year old member who has Tourettes Syndrome.  He shared his 
experiences as a child and now as an adult.  Currently, he is a student at Niagara College 
and hopes to become an Educational Assistant.  

 One of the executive is stepping down after years of dedication to the group.  She was 
presented with a thank you gift from the members. 

 
 
 
10.  STAFF REPORTS 
 

10.1 Amanda Cybula – Vice-Principal Student Support Services –Team North 
 

 Amanda Cybula presented the I.E.P. PowerPoint presentation at the Committee of the 
      Whole meeting on September 9th, 2008 and at the Director’s meeting on September 11,  

2008. A number of positive comments were received.  Amanda Cybula stated it was a 
great suggestion by the SEAC. 
 

 
 

10.2 Carla Bianco – Vice-Principal Student Support Services-Team South  
 

 Carla Bianco talked about the Simultaneous Multi-Sensory Teaching Method (SMT)-
Orton-Gillingham training held on September 29, 2008 for Educational Resource 
Teachers.  Carla Bianco stated it is a reading program which was developed by a mother 
of a dyslexic child.  The training has been in the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
for eight years and is used in all elementary and secondary schools. 
              

          
10.3 Theresa Murphy – Principal, Elementary 
 

 On September 26th a special celebration took place at Lakeshore Catholic High School 
in Port Colborne.  The day's celebration was designed to motivate, educate and to 
celebrate the initiatives of our students and staffs related to working together to save and 
improve our environment.  The event celebrated Niagara Catholic's Eco Schools 
program.  The participants were provided with the opportunity to share best practices as 
they met with other Niagara Catholic Eco School Teams. 
In April of this year, forty-seven Niagara Catholic schools were certified as Eco 
Schools. Each of the schools were presented with a special plaque 
recognizing their Bronze, Silver or Gold rating.  

 The audience was captivated by the keynote speaker, Dr. Roberta Bondar who is an 
astronaut, scientist, physician, and pioneer who was aboard the space shuttle Discovery in 
1992.  Dr. Roberta Bondar is the world’s first astronaut-neurologist.  It was a great day 
for all and a chance for us to reflect on our call to be stewards of God’s gift of creation. 
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10.4 Ken Griepsma – Vice-Principal, Secondary 

 
 On Friday, September 26th, the Niagara Catholic District School Board, along with local 

dignitaries, community partners and Ministry of Education representatives 
acknowledged, launched and celebrated four innovative Niagara Catholic Specialist High 
Skills Major programs in Construction, Transportation Technology, Hospitality / Tourism 
and Horticulture / Landscaping.  There were ribbon-cutting ceremonies at four locations: 
Lakeshore Catholic High School (Construction), Notre Dame College School – Shaw 
Street Shop (Transportation Technology), The Quality Inn – St. Catharines – Serving all 
of our Catholic high schools (Hospitality and Tourism), and The Niagara Parks 
Commission – in co-operation with Blessed Trinity Catholic High School (Landscaping). 
A specialist High Skills Major program is made up of courses in the area of specialty (be 
it Construction, Transportation Technology, etc.) along with other designated courses.  
Once a student has completed these studies along with the general diploma requirements 
as prescribed by the Ministry of Education, he or she is awarded a diploma that has a 
special designation recognizing the specific area of extra study (i.e. Hospitality /Tourism, 
Horticulture, Landscaping, etc.). 

 Further, a June 2008 graduate of Denis Morris Catholic was acknowledged at the Niagara 
Parks Commission (Horticulture) ceremony as the first student in Ontario to graduate 
with a Specialist High Skills Major designation in Horticulture / Landscaping and has 
been accepted into the program at the Niagara School of Horticulture starting in March 
2009. 

 Upcoming Events: 
On Friday, October 31st, General Skills and Supported Classes – along with educational 
assistants, and teachers from all eight Catholic high schools in the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board will be attending the annual Special Needs Halloween Masquerade 
Dance at Denis Morris Catholic High School.  Senior Administration and all members of 
Student Support Services at the Catholic Education Centre have also been invited. 

 Catholic secondary school Educational Resource Teachers are currently working on 
updating Individualized Education Plans with Subject Teachers and distributing these 
prior to October 8, 2008 for parent comments. 

 
 
 
 

10.5 Marcel Jacques – Program Officer  
 

 Marcel Jacques stated the first Professional Activity day is on October 10th, 2008.  
Educational Assistants will receive ASD training provided by the Geneva Centre on that 
day.  Marcel Jacques handed out copies of Shared Solutions, Education for All and the 
Special Education Transformation documents to the new members of the SEAC. 
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10.6 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells – Superintendent of Education 
 

 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells welcomed back Theresa Murphy and also welcomed Ken 
Griepsma, newly representing the Secondary Principals/Vice Principals on the SEAC. 

 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells reported that Student Support Services has updated the 
Compassionate Care Resource and Response Guide for schools to use in the event 
bereavement occurs in a school community.  The Principals have received an in-service 
on the guide and will be provided with a copy for their schools at the October Director’s 
meeting. 

 On Friday, September 26, 2008, the Annual Niagara Peninsula Children’s Centre dinner 
dance was held at Club Roma.  The Chair of the Board, Ed Niewesteeg and Mrs. 
Niewesteeg along with John Crocco, Director of Education and Superintendents, Yolanda 
Baldasaro, Frank Iannantuono and Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells attended this fund raising event 
along with Principals and teachers, including Theresa Murphy. 

 On Thursday, October 23rd, 2008 the Annual Catholic School Council Chairs’ meeting 
will be held at Monsignor Clancy at 7:00pm. 

 On behalf of Student Support Services, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells extended a Happy 
Thanksgiving to all SEAC members. 

 Jane Houlden commented on the Report to the Committee of the Whole meeting of 
September 9, 2008.  See attached report. 

 
 
 
11.   TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

11.1 Gary Crole 
 

 Gary Crole reported the EQAO results for the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  
Students scored above the provincial average in all areas, except for Grade 9 applied 
mathematics. 

 
 
 

11.2 Tony Scalzi 
 

 No Report 
 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS  
 

12.1  Learner Advocacy – Assessments - Deferred 
 
 Anna Racine will forward questions to SEAC. 
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12.2  Parent Outreach – Appointment to Niagara Catholic Regional School Council 
 

 Anna Racine is the SEAC representative for the Niagara Catholic Regional School 
Council.  A suggestion was made to show the I.E.P. PowerPoint presentation at the next 
meeting to create more awareness. 

 
 
 

12.3  Program and Service Recommendations – Programs and services offered by 
                                                                                    Niagara Catholic  

 
 Jane Houlden requested a list of all programs provided by the Niagara Catholic District 

School Board.   
 
 
 

12.4  Special Education Budget  
 
 

12.5  Annual Review, Special Education Plan  
 
 

12.6  Other Related Items – SEAC Reports 
 

 Jane Houlden mentioned that she prepares her report according to the agenda.  Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells suggested that the template be shared with other SEAC members. 

 
 
13. AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION for FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 a. Inclusion – Jane Houlden and Karen Stoner of Autism Ontario will present information from  
       the CASHRA forum conference at the November 5, 2008 SEAC meeting.   
 b. The role of a special education parent representative on Catholic School Councils. 
             c. Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells will contact Sheila Bennett for availability in December or January to         

     present on the Special Education Transformation document. 
  
 
14. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
 
 
15. ITEMS DISTRIBUTED 
  
 a)  Special Education Staffing Report  
 b)  Niagara Catholic District School Board Expenditure Statement 
 c)  Essential Best Practices in Inclusive High Schools 
 d)  Evidence of Effective High School Inclusion:  Research, Resources and Inspiration 
 e)  SEAC PowerPoint presentation 
  
  
 



 11

16. NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the SEAC will be held on Wednesday, November 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland. 
 

 
17. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Heather Schneider 
Seconded by Sarina Labonte 
 
That the meeting adjourn at 9:15p.m. 
 
Carried 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD 
NOVEMBER 28, 2008 

 
OCTOBER 10 AND NOVEMBER 7, 2008  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY UPDATE 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In its 2008-2009 Calendar submission to the Ministry of Education in March of this year, the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board listed among its six (6) Professional Activity days October 10 and November 7, as 
curriculum based and more specifically, structured within an Assessment and Evaluation theme. In anticipation of 
the Ministry of Education releasing it’s guidelines based on the same theme, these two Professional Activity days 
were closely aligned with provincial education initiatives and expectations. 
 
In response to a request from school administrators, the October 10 day followed an in-school format, which 
allowed instructional staff to conduct activities in their home schools, while November saw staffs involved in 
multiple activities at several different locations. 
 
On each day an effort was made to provide both instructional and non-instructional staff with professional 
development opportunities and involved the Staff Development, Program, Student Support Services and Human 
Resources Departments working in tandem to achieve this.  
 
 
Friday, October 10, 2008: (Appendices 1 and 2) 
 
This day for instructional staff was based on “Differentiating Instruction” for all grades as one of the strands of 
Assessing and Evaluating students’ performance so as to cater to their specific learning styles and maximizing their 
opportunities for success. 
 
In preparation for the various programs offered, all Program Chairs attended a workshop on Differentiated 
Instruction on September 19, delivered by Rick Chambers in conjunction with our Program Department.  Similarly, 
all Principals in the Elementary Panel attended a workshop on October 6, dealing with an examination of EQAO 
individual student reports in an effort to create a school data matrix. This data matrix in turn prepared staff to make 
evidence informed decisions about their students’ learning.  
 
As part of it’s current goal of training all School Administrators, Education Resource Teachers (ERT’s)  and 
Educational Assistants (EA’s)  in Behaviour Management Systems and Assistive Spectrum Disorder, 
the Student Support Services Department used this opportunity to continue the roll-out of this initiative. 
 
School Secretaries received additional training on the Board’s Student Information Management System (SIMS), 
Maplewood, mastering the skills of building and generating a host of reports required to ensure accurate recording 
and reporting to the Ministry of Education.     
  
CPR and Health and safety programs ran simultaneously in order to certify and re-certify employees from all 
groups in First Aid and Basic Health and Safety Certification so as to satisfy the Board’s due diligence 
requirements under the Ontario Occupational Health and Safety Act.    
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Friday, November 7, 2008  
 
Two experts in the field of Assessment and Evaluation were retained for the day to address selected groups of 
Elementary and Secondary administrators and teachers. Both were recommended as a result of their extensive work 
that they’re engaged in with several Ontario Boards of Education and the Ministry of Education. 
 
Damian Cooper 
As teachers plan classroom assessment, they often feel torn between the competing demands for increased 
accountability and knowledge, now supported by research, that the most effective assessment strategies provide 
feedback in words, not scores, and are characterized by responsiveness to students.  In this session, Damian will 
present eight Big Ideas to help teachers simplify assessment and achieve a balance of assessment for learning (to 
promote learning) and assessment of learning (for grading and reporting). 
 
Stephen White 
In this session, Dr. White provides a framework to ensure quality assessments are matched with quality analysis to 
produce effective instructional decisions.  Accountability, collaboration, and high-yield strategy selection form the 
basis of a powerful framework for due diligence in data analysis.  Dr. White challenges participants to reconsider 
conventional wisdom about data and focus on antecedent-cause data as much as achievement results.  Dr. White 
outlines a simple but effective framework for data analysis that examines data about learning, teaching, and leading 
to discover insights about next steps to make improvement truly continuous. 
 
The structure of this Professional Activity Day followed a multi-site format where employees could have been 
located at one of ten different sites throughout the day. The attached shows both the number of different 
professional learning opportunities offered and the corresponding locations.  
 
It also highlights the variety of employee groups involved in myriad activities specific to their assignment, thereby 
demonstrating the co-ordinated efforts of many departments. 
 
The Department of Staff Development continues to work with the Program, Student Support Services, Plant and 
Human Resources Departments to ensure that a regular schedule of Professional learning exists among the various 
employee groups in a manner that will minimize disruptions to the day to day activities that take place in our 
buildings.     
 
Attached  -  Appendix 1 - October 10, 2008     Professional Activity Day - Elementary 
 Appendix 2 - October 10, 2008      Professional Activity Day - Secondary 
 Appendix 3 - November 7, 2008    Professional Activity Day - Elementary 
 Appendix 4 - November 7, 2008    Professional Activity Day - Secondary 
 
 

The report on the October 10 and November 7, 2008 
Professional Activity Days is presented for information. 

  
 
Prepared by: Robert Ciarlo, Superintendent of Education 
 Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development 
 
Presented by: Robert Ciarlo, Superintendent of Education 
 Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development 
 
Approved by:  John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: November 25, 2008 



 
Appendix  1 

 
Elementary  Program 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Professional Activity Day  October 10, 2008 

Focus 

 
 

Location 
Classroom Teachers 
 (incl. ESL/PP/PRT/RR Cyberquest) 

EQAO Individual Student Results  
– Data Matrices 
– Evidence Informed Decision Making 

Home School 
 

FSL Pearson Publishing 
– Making Connections 
– Effective Literacy Classroom 

Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario Street, 
St. Catharines 
 

Educational Resource  
Teachers (ERT) 

Assistive Spectrum Disorder  
First Aid Certification 
Behaviour Management Systems  

Home School  
CEC 
Four Points Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Pkwy, Thorold 

Educational Assistants (EA/SNF) Behaviour Management Systems 
First Aid Certification 
Assistive Spectrum Disorder 

 
Four Points Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Pkwy, Thorold 
 

Child and Youth Workers (CYW) High on Life Workshop 
Roots of Empathy Workshop  

Catholic Education Centre (CEC) 
 

Secretaries Maplewood Inquiry 
Report Builder  
Importing and Exporting Reports 
 

 
Catholic Education Centre (CEC) 

Speech-Language Pathologists (SLP), 
Communication-Disorder Assistants (CDA),  
Teachers of the Hard of Hearing/Blind and Low 
Vision 

Annual Learning Goals Workshop 
Review of CDA Reports  
Phonological Awareness Workshop 
Review of SEA Case Studies 

 
Catholic Education Centre (CEC) 
 

 
*Please note that representatives from each employee group could be notified through the Human Resources Department under separate cover, of the need to attend a 
one (1) day First Aid Re-Certification course (Oct. 10) or two (2) day Mandatory Certification course (Oct. 10 and 14). 

  



 

 
Appendix  2 

 
Secondary Program 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Professional Activity Day  October 10, 2008 

Focus 

 
 

Location 
Classroom Teachers 
 (incl. ESL/PP/RR Cyberquest) 

EQAO Individual Student Results  
      – Data Matrices 
      – Evidence Informed Decision Making 

 
Home School 
 

FSL French Assessment Strategies 
Evidence Informed Decision Making 

 
Home School 

Educational Resource  
Teachers (ERT) 

Assistive Spectrum Disorder  
First Aid Certification 
Behaviour Management Systems  

 
Four Points Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Pkwy., Thorold 
 

Educational Assistants (EA/SNF) Behaviour Management Systems 
First Aid Certification 
Assistive Spectrum Disorder 

*Geneva Training as per accompanying list  
Four Points Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Pkwy., Thorold 
*Others at Home School 

Child and Youth Workers (CYW) High on Life Workshop 
Roots of Empathy Workshop 

 
Catholic Education Centre (CEC) 

Secretaries Maplewood Inquiry 
Report Builder  
Importing and Exporting Reports 

 
Catholic Education Centre 
 

Speech-Language Pathologists (SLP), 
Communication-Disorder Assistants (CDA),  
Teachers of the Hard of Hearing/Blind and Low 
Vision 

Annual Learning Goals Workshop 
Review of CDA Reports  
Phonological Awareness Workshop 

 
Catholic Education Centre (CEC) 
 

Chaplains a.m.  Resource Sharing Workshop 
p.m.  Faith Formation Workshop – Dino Sicoli 

 
Mount Carmel, 7021 Stanley St., Niagara Falls 

Student Success, Junior Success, Senior Success 
 
Co-op 
Credit Recovery Assistants (CRA) 

a.m.  Credit Recovery Strategies workshop 
p.m.  OERB (Ontario Education Resource Bank) Workshop 
a.m.  OCEA Legal & Ethical Workshop 
a.m.  Credit Recovery Strategies Workshop 
p.m.  OERB (Ontario Education Resource Bank) Workshop 

Saint Michael Catholic High School 
 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 

Guidance a.m.  Specialist High Skills Major/Dual Credit Workshop 
p.m.  Brock University New Program In-service 

Home School 
Brock University 

 
*Please note that representatives from each employee group could be notified through the Human Resources Department under separate cover, of the need to attend a 
one (1) day First Aid Re-Certification course (Oct. 10) or two (2) day Mandatory Certification course (Oct. 10 and 14). 

 



Appendix  3 
 

Elementary Program 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Professional Activity Day November  7, 2008 

Times / Focus 

 
 

Location 
NTIP Protégés 
(Except FLS/ESL) 

a.m.  - Classroom Management – Ron Morrish 
p.m.  - Damian Cooper 

Club Castropignano, 1291 Egerter Rd., Thorold 
Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario St., St. Catharines 

Early Years 
JK and Kindergarten 

Full Day Workshop 
Observation Survey and Learning Carpet  

 
Saint Paul Catholic High School 

Primary Division: (incl. Reading Recovery) 
Grade 1; 1/2; 2; 2/3; 3 
Grade 2/3; 3; 3/4   
Others 

 
a.m.  – Damian Cooper 
p.m.  – EQAO Workshop 
Home School (Post lecture assignment within division) 

 
Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario St., St. Catharines 
Americana, 8444 Lundy’s Lane, Niagara Falls 

Junior Division 
Grade 3/4; 4; 4/5; 5; 5/6; 6; 6/7 
Grade 4 and 5 
Grade 5/6; 6; 6/7   

 
a.m.  – Pearson Literacy Program Training 
p.m. –  Damian Cooper  
        –  EQAO Workshop                                                         

 
Americana, 8444 Lundy’s Lane, Niagara Falls 
Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario St., St. Catharines 
Americana, 8444 Lundy’s Lane, Niagara Falls 

Intermediate Division 
Grade 7, 7/8; 8     
 

 
a.m. –  Differentiated Instruction (Rick Chambers) 
p.m. –  Religion and Family Life Program Assessment           

 
Notre Dame College School 
 

Educational Assistants Full Day Workshop 
First Aid - Second day training 
Assistive Spectrum Disorder - One day refresher 
All others will remain at home school 

 
Four Points by Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Pkwy., Thorold 

Educational Resource Teachers (ERT)  
Early Years/ Primary / Junior Division 
Workshop 

 
a.m.  – As per discussion with Principal 
p.m.  – Damian Cooper                        

 
Various 
Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario St., St. Catharines 

ESL Teachers 
 

a.m.  – Best Practices and Strategies for ELL 
p.m.  – Damian Cooper     

Monsignor Clancy Catholic Elementary School 
Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario St., St. Catharines 

FSL Teachers Full Day Workshop 
a.m.   –  Classroom Management Strategies 
p.m.   –  Tell me More / AIM / Intensive French 

 
Monsignor Clancy Catholic Elementary School 
 

Library Technicians 
 

a.m.   –  Medianet/Book Buying/Library Technician 
              Binder 
p.m.  –  Information Resource Centre Tasks 

Catholic Education Centre 
 
Home School 

Child and Youth Worker (CYW): Full Day Workshop 
Tune into Mental Health & Community Resources 

 
Four Points by Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Pkwy., Thorold 

Speech Language Pathologists (SLP), 
Communication-Disorder Assistants 
(CDA),Child) 

Full Day Workshop 
Mental Health Issues Assessment  
    

 
Hamilton Health Science Annex, 3430 Schmon Pkwy., Thorold 

First Aid Training 
 

First Aid One-day re-certification 
First Aid Two-day Certification 

Denis Morris  Catholic High School 
Notre Dame College School 

On-Site Health and Safety Worker Training  
 

(List to follow under separate cover from Human Resource 
Services) 
Training on Wed., Nov. 5, Thur. Nov. 6 and Fri. Nov. 7  

 
Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

 
All activities except Health and Safety and First Aid SLP and CDA Training, begin at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m., punctuated by a nutrition break in the 

morning, and a hygiene break in the afternoon.  The lunch period is scheduled from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and includes sufficient time to travel between sites. 
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               Appendix 4 Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Professional Activity Day Nov. 7, 2008 

 

Secondary Program Times/Focus Location 
NTIP Protégés 
Secondary Protégés 
(Except FSL & ESL) 

 
a.m.  – Classroom Management (Ron Morrish) 
p.m.  – Dr. Stephen White 

 
Club Castropignano, 1291 Egerter Road, Thorold 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 

Arts 
 

a.m.  – Best Practices in Assessment Strategies  
p.m.  – Dr. Stephen White 

 Monsignor Clancy Catholic Elementary School 
 Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 

Business 
Gr. 9 and 10 
Program Chair and Gr. 11 and 12 
Gr. 9 and 10 
Program Chair and Gr. 11 and 12 

 
a.m. – Pre Lecture assignment in subject area 
        – CLA Workshop 
p.m. –  Dr. Stephen White 
        – CLA Assignment at  

 
Home School 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Home School 

English 
Gr. 9 and 10 
Program Chair and 11 and 12 
Gr. 9 and 10 
Program Chair and 11 and 12     

 
a.m.  –Dr. Stephen White  
         – CLA Workshop 
p.m.  – Differentiated Instruction - Rick Chambers 
         – CLA Assignment  

 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 
Notre Dame College School 
Home School    

English as a Second Language  
 

a.m.  – Best Practices and Strategies for ELL                                             
p.m.  – Dr. Stephen White 

Monsignor Clancy Catholic Elementary School 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 

French as a Second language 
 

a.m.  – Effective Literacy Practices in FSL: Making Connections Workshop 
p.m.  – Dr. Stephen White 

Monsignor Clancy Catholic Elementary School 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 

Mathematics 
Gr. 9 and 10  
Program Chair and 11 and 12 
Gr. 9 and 10  
Program Chair and 11 and 12 

 
a.m.  – Dr. Stephen White  
         – CLA Workshop 
p.m.  – Differentiated Instruction - Rick Chambers 
         – CLA Assignment 

 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 
Notre Dame College School 
Home school     

Physical Education 
 

Full Day Workshop  
OPHEA Master Trainer / Assessment Strategies 

 
Quality Hotel Parkway, 327 Ontario Street, St. Catharines 

Religion and Family Life  
Gr.   9 -12 
Gr.   9 and 10  
Gr. 11 and 12        

 
a.m. – Dr. Stephen White 
p.m. – Differentiated Instruction – Rick Chambers 
        – Post Lecture Assignment in subject area 

 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Notre Dame College School 
Home School  

Science 
Gr. 9 - 12 

a.m. – Min. of Ed. Curriculum Review – Maureen Callan 
p.m. – Continuation of above at home school 

Denis Morris Catholic High School 
Home School 

 
Social Science 
Gr. 9 - 12           
 
 
 
 
 

 
a.m. – Home School (Pre Lecture Assignment in subject area) 
p.m. – Dr. Stephen White 
 
 

 
 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
 

All activities except Health and Safety and First Aid SLP and CDA Training, begin at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m., punctuated by a nutrition break in the morning, and a hygiene break in the 
afternoon.  The lunch period is scheduled from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and includes sufficient time to travel between sites. 
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All activities except Health and Safety and First Aid SLP and CDA Training, begin at 8:30 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m., punctuated by a nutrition break in the morning, and a hygiene break in the 
afternoon.  The lunch period is scheduled from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and includes sufficient time to travel between sites. 

                 Appendix 4 Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Professional Activity Day Nov. 7, 2008 

 

Secondary Program Times/Focus Location 
Technology 
Gr. 9 and 10  
Gr. 11 and 12  
Gr. 9 and 10 
Gr.11 and 12  

 
a.m. – Pre Lecture assignment in subject area 
        – CLA Workshop 
p.m. – Dr. Stephen White  
        – CLA Assignment  

 
Home School 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Home School 

N.B. Technology Teachers identified by Sergio Borghesi will be meeting with him at the CEC in the morning session. These Teachers attend Dr. White’s session in the afternoon. 
N.B. Hospitality and Tourism and Transportation Technology Teachers identified by Pat Mete will be stationed at Saint Michael Catholic High School for the full day. 
Educational Resource Teachers  
 

a.m.  – Pre lecture Assignment) 
p.m.  – Dr. Stephen White 

Home School 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 

Student Services (Guidance) 
 

a.m.  – CLA Workshop 
p.m.  – CLA Assignment  

Saint Michael Catholic High School 
Home School 

Co-operative Education 
 

a.m.  – Dr. Stephen White 
p.m.  – OSBIE and its relation to Co-operative Education 

Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Saint Michael Catholic High School 

Student Success / Credit 
Recovery 
 

 
a.m.  – Ontario Education Resource Bank and Min of Ed. Initiatives 
p.m.  Student Success – Dr. Stephen White 
         Credit Recovery  – Tune into Mental Health and Community Resource 

 
Saint Paul Catholic High School 
Americana, 8444 Lundy's Lane, Niagara Falls 
Four Points by Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Parkway, Thorold 

Education Assistants 
 

Full Day Workshop 
Refer to Attachment # 4 -second day training 
Refer to Attachment # 5 -one day refresher 
All others will remain at home school 

 
Four Points by Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Parkway, Thorold 
 

Library Technicians     a.m. – Medianet / Book Buying / Library Technician Binder 
p.m.  – Home School 

Catholic Education Centre 

Child and Youth Workers (CYW) Full Day Workshop – Tune into Mental Health and Community Resource Four Points by Sheraton, 3530 Schmon Parkway, Thorold 
Speech Language Pathologists 
(SLP), Communication-Disorder 
Assistants (CDA) 

 
Full day Workshop  – Mental Health Issues Assessment  

 
Hamilton Health Sciences Annex, 3430 Schmon Pkwy., Thorold 

First Aid Training 
Please note start time 8:45 a.m. 
 

Refer to Attachment # 6  
One-day re-certification 
Two-day re-certification 

 
Denis Morris  Catholic High School 
Notre Dame College School 

On-Site Health and Safety 
Worker Training 

(List to follow under separate cover from Human Resource Services) 
Training on Wed., Nov. 5, Thur. Nov. 6 and Fri. Nov. 7 

   
Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

Principals and Vice-Principals 
 

9:30 – 11:30 a.m. – Attendance/Suspension/Intervention Review 
 

Saint Paul Catholic High School 
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