Opening Prayer

Leader:

We stand firm, here before you,

With our weakness and longing for you.
We are bond to love one another,
‘Abide, O Spirit of life!

Refrain:

Let peace fill our hearts,

Let love fill our minds.

Make us loving disciples of Christ.
May we all be one.

May we all be yours,

Abide, O Spirit of life!

Leader:

May you be our sole inspiration,
May you see whatever we do,
“May we act'in your name forever.
Abide, O Spirit of life!

All pray the above refrain

Leader:

May we walk together in justice,

Teach us wisdom, unite all our hearts,

May your grace be here and now to guide us.
Abide, O Spirit of lifel

All pray the above refrain

Leader:

United in your name forever,

May our work reflect your desires,
May your mercy and love always fiil us,
Abide, O Spirit of life!

Al pray the above refrain

Text : adaptation bv Bilf Huebsch@©2004. Compased bv St. isidore of Sevillle for use durina councils heid there in



Closing : A Prayer by Blessed John XXil

Leader:

Be love! Almighty God!

in you we place our confidence,
Not trusting in our own strength.
Be love! All loving God!

Look down on us your church,
And send the light of your grace!

Refrain:

Be love,

Be power,

Be glory for ever and everl

Leader:

Be love! O Holy Spirit,

Guide us in our decisions,
Send order to your church.

- Be love! O Guiding Spirit,
Hear now our holy prayers,
We share one faith and love.

All say refrain as above

Leader:

Be love! O Mother Mary,.
Make all things come out well
And stay with us forever.

Be love! O john the Baptist,
Unite us with the saints

And bring us to God’s heart.
Be love! O Jesus Christ,

You save us from all harm
And lead us to salvation.

All say refrain as above

Text - adantation bv Bill Huebsch® 2004. From the praver bv Pope John XXIil at the end of his onenina sneech
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Through Baptism We are Implanted in the Paschal Mystery(SC 6)

Just as Christ was sent by the Father so also ke sent the apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit. This he did so that they
might preach the Gospel'to every creature (see Mark 16:15) and. proclaim that the Son: of God by his death and resur-
rection had freed us from the power of Satan (see Acts 26:18) and from death, and brought us into the Kingdom of his
Father. But he also willed that the work of salvation which they preached they should. enact through the sacrifice and
sacraments around which the entire liturgical life revolves. Thus by Baptism men and women are:implanted in the

paschal mystery of Christ; they die with kim, are buried with kim, and rise with him.
Christ is Always Present in His Church (Sacrosanctum Concilium 7)

To accomplish so great a work Christ is akoays present in kis Ghurch, especially in liturgical celebrations. ~He is present
in the sacrifice of the Mass both:in' the person.of tis minister, "the same now offering, through the ministry of priests, who
formerly offered kimself on the cross," and most of all in the eucharistic species. By his power he is present in the sacra-
ments so that-when anybody baptizes it is really Christ himself who baptizes.. He is present in his word since its he kim-
self who speaks when the koly scriptures are read in church. Lastly, he is ‘present when the.-Church prays.and sings, for
ke has brahiiséd "ephen two or three are gathered together in my name there am-I in the midst of them{(Matthew 18:20)..

Full, C onscious, Active Participation mtke thurgy(S cCH) .

It is very muck the wish of the Church-that all the fairhful shouwld be led to take that full, conscious, and active part in li-
turgical celebrations whick.is. demanded by the very nature of the Jiturgy;and to which the:Christian people, 'a chosen
race, a 70yal, priesthood, a koly nation, a redeemed people” (1 Peter 2:9, 4-5) have a right and to which they are bound
by reason.of their Baptism. In the restoravion and development of the sacred liturgy the full and.active participation:by
all, the people 35 the paramount concern, for it is the primary, indeed the indispensable source from which the faithful are
10 dervoe the true Christian spirit. Therzfore, in all their apostolic activity, pastors-of souls should energetically.set.about,
achieving it through the requisite formation. R I T

A Theology of Divine Revelation (ez VerbumZ) )

Ir pleased God, in kis goodness and wisdom, to reveal himself and to make known-the mystery of hiswill (see Ephesians
1:9), which was that people can draw near to the Father, through Christ, the Word -made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and
thus become sharers in the divine nature-(see Ephesians 2:18; 2 Peter 1:4). By this revelation, then, the invisible God
(see Colossians 1:15; 1 Timoiky 1:17), from the fullness of his love, addresses men and women as kis friends. (see Exo-
dus 33:11; Jokn 15:14-15); and lives among them (see Baruch 3:38), in orderto-invite .and-recerve them into his own
company. The pattern of this reveldtion unfolds through deeds and words which -are intrinsically. connected: the WOTks
performed by God in the history of sakoation show forth and confirm the doctrine and realities signified by the words; the
words, for their part, proclaim. the:works, and bring to kght the mystery they contain. The most intimate truth thus re-
vealed abour God and human salvation shines forth for us in Christ, who is kimself both the mediator and the sum total
of revelation. ) -

AT hveology of Tradition (Dei Verbum 8)

The tradition that comes from the apostles-makes progress in the Church, with. the help of the Holy Spirit. There is a
growth in insight into the realities and words that are being passed on. This comes about through our contemplation

and study of believers who ponder these things in their hearts (see Luke 2:19,°51). It comes from the:intimate sense of
spiritual realities which they experience. And it comes from ‘the preaching of those who, on succeeding o ‘the office of
bishop, have received the sure charism of truth. Thus, as the centuries go 0y, the -Chiurch is always advancing towards
the plenitude of divine truth, until eventually the words of God are fulfilled in'it. :

The ‘C’hurr;h s Like a Sacrament (Lumen Gentium 1)

Lhrict ic the !g'g.éf gf the mations and conssouently this lzn!y $,1;qu . ggﬂwrpn’ tngp.timr in the Holv Spirit. ardenthv desires to
thored tooether 1n the Holy Sprif, ardenty) aesires |

oSG il J Geee iF v

bring to all humanity that Fght of Ghrist.whick is resplendent on the face of the Church, by proclaiming his Gospel to
every creature (see Mark 16:15). Since the Ghurch, in Christ, is [like] a sacrament — a sign and instrument, that is, of
communion with God and of the unity of the entire human race -- it kere proposes, Jor the benefit of the faithful and of



the entire world, to describe more clearly, and in the tradition laid down by earlier councils, its own nature and uni-

versal mission.

The Holy Spirit in the Church (Lumen Gentium 4)

The Spirit dwells in the Ghurck and in the hearts of the faithful, as in a temple (see 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:1 9), prays
and bears witness in them that they are his adopted children (see Galatians 4:6; Romans 8:15-16, 26). He guides the
Church in the way of all truth (see Jokn 16:13) and, uniting it in fellowshkip and minisery, bestows upon it different hi-
erarchic and charismatic gifts, and in this way directs it and adorns it with ks frusts (see Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Corin-
thians 12:4: Galatians 5:22). By the power of the Gospel he rejuvenates the Church, constantly remewing it and leading

it to perfect union with its spouse.

Eucharistic Ecclesiology (Lumen Gentium 7)

For by communicating his Spirit, Christ mystically constitures as kis body his brothers and sisters who are called together

from every nation. In this body the life of Christ is communicated to those who believe and who, through the sacraments,
are umited in a kidden and real way to Christ in his passion and glorification... Really sharing in the body of the Lord
in the breaking of the eucharistic bread, we are taken up into communion with him and with one another. "Because the
bread is one, we, though many, are one body, all of us who partake of the one bread" (1 Gorinthians 10:17). In this
way all of us are made members of kis body (see 1 Corinthians 12.2 7), "individually members one of another.”

The Baptismal and Ministerial Priesthood (Lumen Gentium 10)

Christ the Lord, kigh priest taken from the midst of humanity (see Hebrews 5:1 -5), made the new people "a kingdom of
priests to his God and Father" (Revelation 1:6; see 5:9-10). The baptized, by regeneration and the anointing of the
Holy Spirit, are consecrated as a spiritual house and a holy priesthood, that through all their Christian activities they
may offer spiritual sacrifces and proclaim the marvels of him who has called them out of darkness into his wonderful
light (see 1 Peter 2:4-10). Therefore, all the disciples of Christ, persevering in prayer and praising God (see Acts 2:42-
47), should present themsekves as a sacrifice, living, holy, and pleasing to God (see Romans 12:1). They skouwld every-
where on earth bear witness to Christ and give an answer to everyone who asks a reason for their hope of eternal life (see
1 Peter 3:15). Though they differ essentially and not only in degree, the common priesthood of the faithful and the minis-
terial or hierarchical priesthood of the faithful are none the less interrelated: eack in its own way shares in the one priest-
kood of Christ. The ministerial priest, by the sacred power that ke has, forms and governs the priestly people; in the per-
son of Ghrist ke brings about the eucharistic sacrifice and offers it to God in the name of all the people. The faithful in-
deed, by virtue of their royal priesthood, skare in the offering of the Eucharist. 1) They exercise that priesthood, too, by the
reception of the sacraments, by prayer and thanksgiving, by the witness of a koly life, self-denial and active charity.

The Church’s Mission in the World (Gaudium et Spes 40)

Thus the Ghurch, at once "a visible organization and a spiritual communizy," travels the same Journey as all of human-
ity and shares the same earthly lot with the world: it is to be a leaven and, as it were, the soul of kuman society in its re-

newal by Christ and transformation into the family of God.

The Role of the Laity in the World (Gaudium et Spes 43)

One of the gravest errors of our time is the dichotomy between the faith which many profess and their day-to-day conduct.
As far back as the Old Testament the prophets vehemently denounced this scandal, and in the New Testament Christ
himself even more forcibly threatened it with severe punishment. Let there, then, be no pernicious opposition berween
professional and social activity on the one hand and religious life on the other. Christians who shirk their temporal du-
ties shirk their duties towards [their] neighbour, neglect God kimself, and endanger their eternal salvation. Let Chris-
tians follow the example of Christ who worked as.a crafisman; let them be proud of the opportunity to carry out their
earthly activity in such a way as to integrate human, domestic, professional, scientific, and technical enterprises with re-

,- . 3 . . N
Yigious valuss, under whose supreme direction 21l things are ordered to the glory of God.

It is 20 the laity, though not exclusively to them, that secular duties and activity properly belong. When therefore, as citi-
zens of the world, they are engaged in any activity either individually or collectively, they will not be satisfied with meet-
ing the minimum legal requirements but will strive to become truly proficient in that sphere... Let them not hesitate to



Lake the initiative ar the opportune moment and put their findings into.effect... .For guidance and spiritual. strength let
them ‘turn 7o the clergy; but let them realize that their pastors:willnot always be so expert as to kave a.ready answer 1o
every problem, even every grave problem, that arises; this is not the. role:of the clergy: it is rather the.task of lay people to
shoulder their responsibilities-underthe guidance of Christian wisdom and with careful attention. to the teacking author-
ity of the Church. L e oven W g s o ‘
Very often their Christian vision will suggest & certain solution in some given situation. Yet it happens rather frequently,
and legitimately 0, :that some of the faithful, with no less sincerizy, will see.the problem quite differently. Now if one or
other of the proposed solutions is readily perceived by many to be closely connected witt: the message of the Gospel, they
ought to remember that in‘those cases no-one is permitted to identify the.authority of the Church. exclusively with kis orher
own opinion. Let them, then, try to guide eack other by sincere dialogue in a spirit of mutual charity. and with @ genuine
concern for the common good above all. : - '

Christian Marriage and Family (Gaudium et Spes48) =~

The intimate partnership of life and the love which constitutes the married state has been established by the Creator and
endowed By him withits:own proper laws; it is rooted in the [covenant] of ifs partners, that s, in. their irrevocable per-
sonal consent. It is an institution confirmed by divine law and receiving its stabiliy, in the eyes of society also, from the
human act by whick the partmers:mutually surrender themsekves fo each other; for the good of the parrners, of the children,
and of society this sacred bond no longer depends on kuman decision-alone.... By its very nature:the institution.of mar-
riage and married love aré-ordered to the procreation and.education ofthe: offspring and it.3s in them that it finds its
crowning glory. This the man-and woman, who "are.no longer two but one” (Matthew 19:6);.kelp and.serve each other
by their marriage partnership: they become conscious of their unity and expersence it more degply from day to day. The
intimate union of martiage, 45-a mutual giving of two persons, and.the good of the children-demand toral fidelity from
the spouses and require an unbreakable unity between them... Authentic married.love is caught.up-into divine love and
is directed and enriched by the redemptive power of Christ and the sakvific action of the Church, with the result that the
spouses are effectively led.t0:God.and.are helped -and strengthened:in their lofty-role as fathers and mothers.

TheMzmshjy of the Bishop (Christus .om.inus.:1\1)== S

A diocese'is a [portion] of God's people entrusted to a biskop to be guided by.him with the [ cooperation of kis priests].so
that, loyal ro its pastor and formed by kim into one communizy in the Holy Spirit through the.-Gospel.and.the Eucharist,
it constitutes one particular Church'in which the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church of Ghrist is-truly present and
active. Individual bishops to whose charge particular dioceses are committed, under-the-authority of the supreme pon-
1iff, care for their flocks in the name of God, as their proper, ordinary, and immediate pastors, teacking, sanctifying, and
governing them. B : FE ST T EEET

Episcopal Collegiality (Lumen Gentium 23) -

Collegiate unity is also apparent in the mutual relations of individual-bishops to particular dioceses and to the. univer-
sal Church. The Roman Pontiff, as the successor of Peter, is the perpetual.and visible source and foundation of the uni-
ty botk of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful. Individual bishops are the visible source and foundation
of unity in their own particular churches, whick are modelled on the universal Church;.itis in.and from these that the
one and unique catholic Church exists. And for that reason eack bishop represents his own church, whereas all of them
together with the pope represent the whole Churdh in a bond of peace, love, and unity. :

Individual biskops...exercise their pastoral office over the portion of the.people of God assigned to them... But as mem-
bers of the episcopal college and.legitimate successors of the apostles, by Christ’s arrangement and decrez, each is bound
to be solicitous for the entire Church... Individual bishops, therefore, provided it does not impede the fulfillment of their
own particular obligations, are obliged to collaborate with one another and with Peter’s successor, to whom, in a special

way, the noble task of propagating the Christian name was entrusted.

The Global Catholicity of the Church (Lumen Gentium 13)

In virtue of this catholicity, each part contributes its own gifts to other parts and to the entire Church, so that the whole
and each of the parts are strengthened by the common sharing of all things and by the common effort to achieve fullness in
unity. Hence, it is that the people of God is not only an assembly of different peoples, but in itself is made up of various




ranks. This diversity among its members is either by reason of their duries — some exercise the sacred ministry for the good
of their brothers and sisters; or it is due to their condition and manner of life, since mamy enter the religious state and, in
tending to sanctity by the narrower way, stimulate their brothers and sisters by their example. Again, there are,
legitimately, in the ecclesial communion particular churches which retain their own traditions, without prejudice to the
Chair of Peter which presides over the entire assembly of charity, and protects their legitimate variery while at the same
time taking care that these differences do not diminish unity, but rather contribute to it.

The Right to Religious Freedom (Dignitatis Humanae 2)

The Vatican council declares that the human person has a right to religious freedom. Freedom of this kind means that
everyone should be immune from coercion by individuals, social groups, and every human power so that, within due
limits, no men or women are forced fo act against their convictions nor are any persons ro be restrained from acting in
accordance with their convictions in religious matters in private or in public, alone or in association with others. The
council further declares that the right fo religious freedom is based on the very dignity of the human person as known

through the revealed word of God and by reason itself.

Communion in Faith with Other Christians (Unitatis Redintegratio 3)

For those who belicve in Christ and have been properly baptized are put in some, though imperfect, communion with the
Catholic Church. Without doubt, the differences that exist within varying degrees between them and the Gatholic Church
- whether in doctrine and sometimes in discipline, or concerning the structure of the Churck - do indeed create many
obstacles, sometimes serious ones, to full ecclesial communion. The ecumenical movement is striving to overcome these
obstacles. But even in spite of them it remains true that all who have been Justified by faith in Baptism are incorporat-
ed into Christ; they therefore have a right to be called Christians, and with good reason are accepted as sisters and broth-

ers in the Lord by the children of the Catholic Church.
Reform of the Church (Unitatis Redintegratio 6)

Every renewal of the Church essentially consists in an increase of fidelity to her own calling. Undoubtedly this exxplains
the dynamism of the movement toward unity. Christ summons the Church, as she goes her pilgrim way, to that continual
reformation of whick she always has need, insofar as she is a human institution kere on earth. Consequently, if, in
various times and circumstances, there have been deficiencies in moral conduct or in Clurck discipline, or even in the
way that Church teaching has been formulated - to be carefully distinguished from the deposit of faith itself - these

should be set right at the opportune moment and in the proper way.

Hierarchy of Truths (Unitatis Redintegratio 11)

In ecumenical dialogue, Cathobic theologians, standing fast by the teaching of the Churck yet searching together with sepa-
rated brothers and sisters into the divine mysteries, should do so with love for the truth, with charity, and with kumility.
When comparing doctrines with one another, they should remember that in Catholic doctrine there exists an order or "hi-

erarchy" of truths, since they vary in their relation to the foundation of the Christian faith.

The Church and World Religions (Nostra Aetate 2)

The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions. It has a kigh regard for the manner of life
and conduct, the precepts and doctrines which, although differing in many ways from its own teaching, nevertheless often
reflect a ray of that truth whick enlightens all men and women... Let Christians, while witnessing to their own faith and
way of life, acknowledge, preserve, and encourage the spiritual and moral truths found among non-Christians, together

with their social life and culture.

{Keys to the Cquncil, Richard Gaillardetz & Catherine Clifford]
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OPPORTUNITIES (Eagan)

within the Catholic Church:
(1) become a truly global Church
(2) rise to the challenge of the "new” evangelization
(3) establish fully inculturated local churches
empower Catholic lay persons for mission and ministry
deepen spirituality of Catholics |

(6) strengthen the Church's commitment fo justice
throughout the world

(7) support theologians in their ecclesial vocation
(8) support development in sexual morality
with other Christian churches:

(9) break foday’s ecumenical impasse

(10) meet the challenge of fundamentalist
and evangelical, Pentecostal churches

{11) call "a genuinely universal council”
the ultimate challenge and opportunity today:

{(12) achieve individual and institutional conversion

Today’s Vatican il Catholic Church is dynamic, complex, fascinating, often frustrating. lts .
unresolved issues, inner tensions, and painful divisions are the vital signs of a living organ-
ism that grows and develops as it adapts to changing environments. It is a Church of mod-

ern holiness; a heroic Church of martyrs in its struggle for justice and human rights; a genu-
inely respected Church yet burdened by a credibility problem. It seeks, despite its sinful-
ness and contemporary problems, to be the sacrament or sign fo the world of the risen
Christ and his salvation. Its deepest reality is mystery. To know more fully this human-

divine Church can be an enriching, exciting experience. (Eagan)-



"business unfinished"

the Church exists for more than saving souls: some tasks await us

religious assent re: fallible pronouncements, individual conscience
authority of episcopal conferences (liturgy, absolution)
enculturation

ecumenism vs. irenicism; anti-Semitism; other religions
the sense of "home Church"

role of women, feminism

decline in vocations (clustering)

collapse of religious life

priestly morale

sexual mora_lity

- capital punishment; birth, death issues

nuclear weapons, terrorism

canonization of lay p'erson's

inclusive language; liturgy vs. rubrics

Bible vs. devotion

leisure, spaciousness

communication explosion

Renew your wonders in our time, as though for a new Pente-
cost, and grant that the holy Church, preserving unanimous
and continuous prayer, together with Mary, the mother of Je-
sus, and also under the guidance of St. Peter, may increase
the reign of the Divine Saviour, the reign of truth and justice,
the reign of love and peace. [Humanae Salutis, Dec. 25, 1961]

Come, Holy Spirit. Renew our hearts and souls with the dy-
namism and energy that permeated the Second Vatican
Council. Call us to breathe in the holy and healthy air creat-

~n o~k kA N - Liadon w2 raom Komsokhbln varadis iagmoed AsnAvranr sl
U al UuiIT UUUIlbI!- nc:p uo yU UL wWiliy ICTIHITYWTU Cllclyy anu
resolve to continue the work you have begun in and for us.
Amen. |
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